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CHAP.  I. 

UUR  hero  found  his  bed  very  comfort- 
able^ and,  spite  of  the  rattling  of  the  case- 
ment, was  in  a  profound  slumber,  when  the 
bell  ringing  for  matins  woke  him.  Hardly 
knowing  where  he  was,  he  started  up,  and 
struck  his  watch ;  the  hour  accounted  for 
the  noise  which  had  disturbed  him,  and, 
like  Donald,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that'  Mr.  Langhton  was  resolved  every 
neighbour  should  know  how  devout  he 
"was.  Having,  however,  once  more  com- 
posed himself  to  rest,  he  did  not  Vv'ake  till 
his  valet,  according  to  order,  appeared  at 
VOL,  II.  5  his 
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his  bedside,.  The  housemaid  having  very 
speedily  relit  the  wood  fire,  she  was  no 
sooner  departed  than  he  very  respectfully 
inquired — ''  How  his  Lordship  had  slept?" 

"  Never  better,  till  the  four  o'clock  bell 
disturbed  me,  and  very  well  since/' 

''  I  am  sure  I  thought  it  was  an  alarm  of 
Jire,"  said  Donald,  *^' and  had  just  popped 
my  head  out  of  my  door,  when  I  caught 
:sight  of  JVlr.  Belthorpe,  who  sleeps  on  this 
side  of  the  house,  and  who  told  me  what 
the  bell  was  ringing  for — hoping  it  would 
riot  disturb  you.  I  was  very  sure  it  must 
have  done  so^  but  he  passed  on  to  church. 
Mr.  Albany  sleeps  next  room  to  him  ;  Mr. 
Langhton  and  the  ladies  sleep  in  the  other 
-iving — so  does  Father  Benedetto^  and  they 
all  rise,  I  believe,  to  matins.'* 

Our  hero  did  not  chuse  to  contradict 
him,  as  he  was  fearful  of  keeping  this  re- 
gular family  w^aiting;  therefore  hurried 
over  his  toilette,  and  join  ?d  them  in  the 
oriel  parlour,  just  as  Mr.  Langhton  came 
m  hom  mass^  it  being  his  general*rule  to. 

trem^iu 
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remain  at  least  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at  his 
private  devotions,  after  the  service  was 
concluded.  Father  Benedetto  usually  bear- 
ing him  company.  He  very  politely 
greeted  the  young  peer,  and  after  the 
usual  morning  compliments,  they  all  sat 
down  to  breakfast,  as  this  was  not  a  fast- 
day  ;  and  as  soon  as  their  meal  was  over, 
Mr.  Langhton  desired  his  grandson  would 
v/alk  over  the  house  and  grounds  with  his 
brother,  as  there  was  much  to  admire  in 
both,  adding-^—'^  We  generally  dipe  at  half- 
past-one,  my  Lord;  and,  on  account  of  the 
additional  church  service  on  holidays,  we 
cannot  very  well  deviate  from  our  general 
ruie  to-day.  To-morrow  I  shall  request 
you  would  name  your  own  hour." 

The  Marquis,  as  expected,  intreated ''  he 
might  conform  in  every  respect  to  the  ac- 
customed rules  of  the  family/'  leaving  the 
room  with  his  brother  and  Belthorpe ;  the 
former  of  whom  told  him  he  was  afraid  he 
would  not  derive  much  pleasure  from 
u  2  ^   strolling 
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Strolling  over  their  old  ramshackle  habi* 
tation. 

''  It  will,  at  least,  have  novelty  to  recotn- 
mend  it  to  the  Marquis,''  resumed  Bel- 
thorpe;  '^  and  it  certainly  affords  some  fine 
specimens  of  Gothic  architecture." 

Leading  the  way  into  the  hall,  formerly 
the  refectory,  he  told  our  hero,  who  found 
much  to  admire  in  the  painted  window^s^ 
^vhich  commemorated  the  miracles  of  many 
Romish  saints — 

*'  You  were  received  last  night,  my  Lord 
Marquis,'*  continued  Belthorpe,  "  in  the 
locutorium,  or  parlatory^*  and  we  supped  in 
the  oriolum,  or  oriel  chamber,  where  the 
former  abbots,  when  this  was  a  monastery, 
always  took  their  repasts.  Now  let  us  pro- 
ceed into  the  cloisters" — which  Malcolm 
declared  were  worthy  the  inspection  of  the 
most  curious  antiquarian. 

"  In  the  gate-house,  or  portal  chambers, 
the  portress  resides,^'  proceeded  oracle  Bel- 
thorpe;  ^^  and  to  the  right,  over  the  clois- 
ters. 
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lerSj  is  the  ancient  dormitory^,  now  appro* 
priated  to  the  use  of  the  menials;  to  the 
Feft  is  the  lavatorium^  or  laiijidry,  which  is 
still  used  as  such." 

Having  returned  into  the  hall^  Algernon 
led  the  way  into  the  library,  a  long  dark 
room,  containing  every  work  upon  divinity 
"which  had  been  published  by  the  fathers  of 
the  church,  and  a  few  authors  of  a  more 
recent  date. 

"  Mr.  Langhton  is  not  a  great  reader/' 
said  Belthorpe  :  "  my  pupil  has  a  smaller, 
"but  more  select  collection  of  books,  in  a 
room  above." 

"  Yes,  these  are  more  for  shew  than 
use,'*  rejoined  Langhton  ;  '^  though  here 
are  some  illuminated  missals  I  should  think 
it  no  sin  to  turn  into  cash,  if  they  would 
fetch  half  what  Belthorpe  says  Protestants 
often  give  for  such." 

'^  You  forget  they  are  heir-looms,  Mr. 

Albany  :  one  of  them  was  a  present  from 

King  John  to  the  holy  Abbot,  Reginald  de 

bS  Langhton, 
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Langhton^  and  anotlver  is  a  gift  of  Poj^ 
Urban  the  first/' 

Oiir  hero  begged  to  be  favoured  with  k 
sight  of  these  precious  relics;  and  as  he 
agreed  tliey  were  both  rare  and  valuable, 
Afgernon  promised  he  should  ..ha^vig  :hif 
choice  of  them,  as  soon  as  they  were  at  hif 
disposal;,  if  that  ever  occurred — • 

''  Since,  who  knows,  B/*  he  went  on» 
*'  whether  the  Pachx  Benedetto  may  not 
secure  them  to  Iiis  share:  for  though* he 
has  renounced  the  pomps  and  vanities  -of 
this  world,  and  alT  the  sinful  lusts  of  the 
flesh,  he  has  a  terrible  hankering  afte^i' 
money,  or  money's  worth— has  he  not, 
E.  ?" 

"  You  should  not  allow  yourself  su6h 
latitude  of  speech,  Mr.  Albany.  The  Fa- 
ther has  many  excellent  qualities :  his  being 
a  foreigner  has  rendered  him  rather  unpo- 
pular among  the  household;  but  I  can  re- 
verence even  the  errors  of  good  men.-' 

"Well,  he  shall  be  an   angel,  if  yott 

please^ 
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please,  Belthorpe;  but  thoughts  are  free, 
and  I  will  swear  you  are  the  better  man  of 
the  two,  and  much  the  least  inteixsted: 
However,  as  my- brother  may  not  relish  th'e 
musty  smell  of  these  old  mouldy  manu- 
scripts, li^t  us  proceed  on  our  tour.**- — Re- 
turning into  the  haJl — *^  That  door  op- 
posite leads  to  the  kitchen,  pantry,  and 
larder;  and  as  the  former  inhabitants  of 
this  pile  loved  good  eating  better  than 
the  present,  the  cook  is  not  confined  for 
"vssant  of  room.  So  now  let  iis  mount  aloft 
—to  the  left,  if  you  please,  brother — < 
your  room,  at  yon  farther  end,  was  for- 
mer.ly,>  and  is  still,  the  grand  apartment; 
tkere  is  a  long  vellum  scroll  in  the  library, 
containing  the  names  and  portraits  of  all 
the  great  folks  who  slept  in  it  while  this 
was  a  monastery-— you  shall  have  that  with 
the  missal." 

*'  You  are  very  obliging,"  resumed  the 
highl3^-amused  Malcolm. 

''  That  is  the  effigy  of  St.  Basil  over  your 

iQQV<  your  vakt  sleeps  in  this  first  room 

B  i  — and 
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' — and  here  I  court  the  drowsy  god.  How 
happy  you  are,  brother;,  in  not  being 
obliged  to  attend  our  nocturnal  duty  !  it 
may  be  very  meritorious — but  even  Be!- 
thorpe  allows  it  often  goes  against  the 
grain." 

"  Mr.  Albany  \"  cried  the  tutor. 

'*  My  brother  is  a  Protestant/'  was  the 
reply. 

''Agreed;  and  I  must  acknowledge,  Mr. 
Langhton  keeps  us  in  the  strict  perform- 
ance of  our  duty ;  and  as,  from  long  habit, 
he  is  insensible  of  cold  himself,  he  fancies 
we  are  equally  able  to  bear  the  chilling 
damps  of  the  chapel  in  winter  nights/* 

''  r  wonder  he  does  not  have  it  warmed 
by  stoves,"  rejoined  Malcolm. 

''  Oh,  there  would  be  no  merit,  he  would 

think,*'  exclaimed  Algernon,  "  if  we  heard 

or  said  our  prayers  comfortably — we  are 

riiever  so  truly  devout,  in  his  opinion,  as 

Avhen  our  teeth  chatter  in  our  head." 

The  Marquis  laughed  very  heartily  at 
this  definition  of  Mr.  Langhton 's  piety, 

^vhile 
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while  turning  into  his  brother's  room^ 
"which  though  large^  was  of  small  dimen- 
sions, when  compared  to  the  one  he  occu- 
pied ;  it  was  also  much  worse  furnished,  as 
the  bed  was  of  green  serge,  and  the  chairs 
of  walnut-tree,  as  was  a  small  table;  in  ad- 
dition to  which,  there  was  a  crucifix  in  a 
niche  in  the  wall,  and  two  figures  of  saints, 
an  hour-glass,  and  a  few  religious  books 
upon  a  deal  shelf.  Walcolm,  of  course, 
made  no  remarks^  though  Belthorpesaid — 
"  Mr.  Langhton  is  a  great  enemy  to  luxu- 
ry/' opening  a  door  into  a  second  room 
of  the  same  dimensions,  fitted  up  as  a  li- 
brary, in  which  there  were  globes,^  and 
£;vne  very  good  mathematical  instruments 
-^''  This  is  our  study,''  he  continued; 
''  here  we  are  allowed  a  fire." 

"  And  here  we  sometimes  enjoy  our- 
selves of  a  winter's  evening,"  hastily  re- 
joined Langhton. 

"  In  reading  some  of  the  best  authors  in 
French  and  English,"  gravely  resumed  the 
tutor. 

B  5  Algernon's 
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Algernon's  first  unguarded  speech  ren- 
dered our  hero  rather  incredulous  respect- 
ing Belthorpe's  assertion,  though  he  made 
no  comments;  and  they  soon  left  the 
yoorh. 

''  I  sleep  in  the  one  next  to  Mr.  Do- 
nald/' said  the  tutor;  ''  therefore  now, 
with  your  Lordship's  leave,  we  will  adjourn 
to  the  chapel." 

'^  Not  yet,  if  you  please^,  B.  I  am  re- 
solved my  brother  shall  see  grandfather's 
cell^  and  the  Fadr&'s  vaulta^,  as  he  calls  it — 
they  are  safe  in  the  scriptorium  or  confes- 
sional room^  preparing  for  sexte — and  I 
kiiow  the  Marquis  is  not  so  strait-laced  as 
some  of  oqr  old  fogrums," 

''  Well,  well,"  said  the  complaisant  tu- 
tor, "  you  must  do  as  you  please;'  bii^  I 
dare  not  be  a  party  concerned  in  explor- 
ing the  sanctum  sanctorums — so  I  will 
wait  for  you  in  the  chapel."  \    '  ' 

Malcolm  begged  he  might*  not  trespass 
upon  forbidden  ground— though  really 
very  curious  to  see  these  said  apartments!; 

he 
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he  therefore  sii fleered  his  brother  to  over- 
rule his  scruples,  who  first  led  him  into 
Mr.  Langhton's  cell^  as  he  justly  termed  it, 
as  it  was  a  very  small  rooitt,  which  merely 
contained  a  stump-bedstead^  upon  which 
was  a  straw  bed,  and  a  very  scanty  por- 
tion of  covers^  a  small  table^,  upon  which 
was  a  deathVhead,  an  ivory  crucifix,  and 
an  hQuir-glass ;  a  diminutive  looking-glass 
hung  against  the  wall,,  and  a  sort  ef 
knotted  whip  was  suspended  in  a  remote 
corner,  which  Algernon  took  down,  aixl 
having  bestowed  several  gentle  stripes 
upon  himself,  replaced  it,,  telling  his  asto- 
nished brother — ''  The  old  gentleman 
thinks  he  can  only  get  to  Heaven  by  ren- 
dering himself  miserable  here  below — and 
I  am  sure  no  poor  sinner  ever  took  more 
pains  to  do  that — the  Padre  is  not  such  a 
fool,  I  give  you  my  honour*  no  more  is 

''  But  does  not  Mr.  Langhton  remove  to 
a  ipore  commodious  apartment  when  ill?'' 
inquired  pne  herp. 

le  !  He 
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''  He  has  the  constitution  of  a  horse/' 
-was  the  reply  :  ''  I  never  knew  him  to  be 
confined  a  day — but  as  for  sleeping  any 
where  but  in  this  cliearful  cell,  that  he  will 
i>ever  do,  till  he  is  carried  out  in  his  wooden 
surtout ;  he  generally  dresses  below^  in  a 
small  room  communicating  with  the  cha- 
pel, and  there  he  keeps  his  wardrobe.  But 
it  grows  late,  and  I  must  give  you  a  peep 
into  the  vault  a  where  the  Padre  reposes — 
'tis  in  a  turret  adjoining  the  chapel^,  and 
was,  in  former  times,  appropriated  to  the 
use  of  indigent  strangers;  there  is  a  pri- 
vate staircase,  which  leads  down  into  what 
was  once  called  the  porch,  or  outer  parla- 
tory,  where  pilgrims  used  to  be  received 
iind  confessed,  before  they  were  admitted 
into  the  chapel ;  but  as  we  admit  no  stran- 
gers within   the   walls,   the   outward  door 

has  been   condemned  long  since But 

come  along,  or  we  shall  have  my  mother 
and  Kosalic  pop  upon  us,  before  you  have 
seen  the  old  fellow's  nest.'* 

Leading  the  Marquis  into  a  sort  of  dark 

lumber- 
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lumber-room,  when  having  previously  fas- 
tened the  door,  he  made  him  get  upon  a 
bench,  and  then  upon  a  chair  affixed  to  it, 
desiring  him  to  peep  through  a  hole  in  the 
wall,  by  which  means  he  obtained  a  very 
good  view  of  the  monk's  sleeping-room, 
which  appeared  infinitely  more  comfort- 
able than  Mr.  Langhton's;  the  bed  stood 
in  a  recess,  and  had  curtains,  and  there  had 
evidently  been  a  fire  in  the  chimney  that 
morning.  His  curiosity  being;  however, 
soon  gratified,  he  descended  from  his  ele- 
vated station,  asking — "  Whether  the  Fa- 
ther kept  his  door  locked,  since  his  bro- 
ther had  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
stratagem  to  give  him  a  view  of  his  j^part- 
ment?'* 

*'  Safe  bind,  safe  find,  is  the  Padre's 
maxim  :  an  old  Italian  servant  came  over 
with  him,  and  who  sleeps  in  an  adjoining 
closet,  is  the  only  one  ever  permitted  to 
enter  his  room — and  for  very  good  reasons, 
I  am  of  opinion.  Belthorpe  and  I,  how- 
ever, made  that  hole  on  purpose  to  gra- 
tify 
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tify  our  curiosity;  and  once  we- did  scfi 
him  counting  his  hoards,  which  he  secure 
in  that  great  chest  to  the  right  of  his  bec|. 
Aye,  aye,  let  him  alone,  he  is  a  deep  one^ 
I  promise  you — and  he  makes  no  scrapie 
of  indulging  in  tit-bits,  after  the  family 
are  retired,  particularly  on  fast-days;  he 
confesses  the  cook-maid — and  he  takes,  care 
to  keep  the  cold  out  with  some  of  grand- 
father's best  wine,  since  all  the  servants  are 
more  or  less  under  his  thumb;  and,  as  he 
winks  at  their  following  his  example,  they 
will  never  peach.  Indeed,  to  be  very  Jio- 
nest-^but  mum's  the  word,  you  know-r- 
Belthorpe  and  I  are  fain  to  make  ourselves 
amends,  now  and  then,  for  our  forced 
fasts — for  there  never  was  so  strict  a  man 
as  grandfather;  he  ought  to  have  been  a 
monk  of  Xa  Trappe,  as  B,  says;  since  no 
man  of  a  liberal  mind  would  sanction  or 
conform  to  the  rigid  rules  he  enforces 
among  his  household.  Therefore,  do  hot 
judge  of  Catholics^^  in  general^  from  the 
-saipple  yw  have  had,  as  some  are  vory 
iVii  -  good 
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good  sort  of  peopJc— if  Belthorpe  is  to  be 
believed.  However,  God  send  I  had  once 
turned  my  back  upon  this  gloomy  prison^ 
I  should  not  be  in  haste  to  return  hither 
— indeed,  B.  says  'tis  almost  unique  of  its 
kind,  as  it  has  been  kept  in  such  good  re- 
pair; it  is  the  finest  specimen  of  Gothic 
architecture^  and  of  conventual  gloom,  to 
be  met  with  in  England;  for  every  thing 
remains  nearly  in  the  same  sta4?e  as  when 
Harry  the  Eighth  seized  the  revenues,  and 
turned  the  monks  adrift ;  and  almost  everj 
other  monastery  is  gone  to  rack  and  ruin. 
But  you  have  not  seen  the  chapel,  and  'tis 
half-past-eleven — we  will  only  walk  round 
it."  ! 

Returning  once  more  into  the  hall,  arid 
leading  the  way  down  the  arched  passage, 
with  which  the  sitting*-rooms  communis 
cated,  at  the  extremity  of  which  was  a  pair 
of  folding- doors,  that  opened  into  the 
chapel,  where  Malcolm  found  much  to 
admire^  as  the  painted  windows  were  stiti 

in 
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in  excellent  repair,  and  represented  many 
of  the  iViost  prominent  miracles  performed 
by  our  Saviour  and  his  disciples;  a  double 
row  of  light  Gothic  pillars  supported  the 
fretted  roof,  a  fine  organ  was  in  a  loft 
facing  the  great  altar^  which  was  most 
sumptuously  decorated^  it  being  a  holiday, 
and  a  very  fine  picture  of  the  Ascension 
Tiling  over  it.  Algernon  next  pointed  out 
the  tomb  af  the  last  abbot,  which  Malcolm 
thought  rather  disfigured  the  holy  pile ; 
and  many  marble  tablets  encrusted  in  the 
walls,  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Bene- 
dict, Dominic,  and  Eusebius  Langhtons, 
and  their  dames,  whose  bones  reposed  in 
the  vault  or  crypt  beneath.  In  a  small 
recess  was  a  figure  of  the  Virgin,  beyond 
which  was  a  Gothic  door,  which  was  never 
opened,  Algernon  said — ''  It  leads  into  the 
bye  road,  which  runs  down  that  side  of  the 
house;  formerly  the  great  folks  in  the 
neighbourhood  used  to  come  in  to  prayers 
that  way,  as  it  admitted  them  into  the  in- 
terior 
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ferior  of  the  church :  the  peasants  and 
pilgrims  came  in  through  that  door  under 
the  organ-lofc" 

Walking  towards  it,  it  opened  into  an 
©ctagon  Gothic  vestibule. 

*'  The  Padre's  vaulta,"  he  went  on,  "  is 
over  this  room — that  winding  staircase  goes 
up  to  it ;  the  folding-doors  on  that  side, 
v/hich  have  long  been  walled  up,  were  for- 
merly always  open  for  the  admission  of 
pilgrims  and  travellers ;  but  no  strangers 
ever  now  come  to  their  devotions  here,  if 
I  except  a  French  lady  and  her  daughter, 
whom  the  revolution  have  driven  from 
France,  and  who  came  recommended  to 
Father  Benedetto.  They  reside  in  a  cot- 
tage about  two  miles  from  hence,  belong- 
ing to  my  grandfather,  which  he  fitted  up 
Tor  them,  and  where  they  lead  but  a  dull 
life;  though  they  were  fortunate  enough 
to  secure  some  of  their  valuables  when 
they  made  their  escape,  and  they  had 
transmitted  some  money,  previously,  to 
England — so  they  make  shift  to  keep  the 

wolf 
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wolf  from  the  door.  Biif,  before  you  lea^^i^ 
the  chapel,  you  must  see  one  of  our  greaf- 
cst  boasts — a  copy  of  the  celebrated  st^tife 
of  St.  Bartholomew,  which  is  in  the  cathe- 
dral at  Milan" — leading  Malcolm  towards 
a  niche  in  which  it  stood  * — ''  There>'*  said 
he,  "  grandfather  would  expatiate  for  an 
hour  npon  the  sash-like  grace  and  curious 
folds  of  the  skin/' 

'-  "  And  I  should  be  tempted  to  reply,  as 
an.  Englishman  did  before  me/'  rejoined 
Malcolm,  "when  surveying  the  origin  a}  at 
Milan — 

*  Hflwe'er  your  saints  may  be  tbe  wiauers^ 
Let  me  wear  mine  like  other  sinners.* 

'^But  T  am  satisfied,  for  much  as  T  admire 
the  skin  of  the  artist,  the  representatiqp 
makes  me  shudder/' 

*  This  saint,  having  been  flayed  alive,  has  given  the  artist  a 
f5ri«  opcortur.ityto  shew  his  skill  in  anatomy:  the  muscles  &re 
represented  with  great  accuracy,  and  the  skin  is  thtov(^n  loosely 

a':".-cr.s  trie  ::houider,  like  a  sash. 

"  I  only 


'^Ipnlywish  B.  had  heard  yoivr  remar^* 
for  we  all  participate  in  your  dislike  of  the 
horrid  representation.     But  the  bell  will 
soon  ring  for  sexte/' 

"  Then  I  will  go  to  my  toilette/'  said 
the  Marquis^  "  while  you  go  to  your  de- 
votions— and  can  assure  you  that  I  have 
been  much  gratified  by  my  ramble." 

Leaving  the  chapel  with  his  brother, 
•v\iho  whispered,  as  they  separated  at  th^ 
foot  of  the  great  staircase-—"  Not  a  word 
^f  the  cell,  or  vavJta:  expatiate  as  much  as 
you  please  upon  all  the  other  wonders.'"* 

''  What  a  strange  compound  of  levity, 
superstition,  and  hypocrisy,  is  this  sai4 
brother  of  mine!*'  thought  the  Marquis, 
while  he  nodded  an  assent  to  his  caution. 

Donald  was  in  his  master's  room,  pre- 
paring his  toilette,  which  induced  him  to 
remark,  that  Mr.  Langhton  dined  when 
fashionable  folks  went  to  breakfast;  adding 
- — ''  I  could  not  have  believed,  my  Lord, 
there  had  been  a  family  regulated  as  this  is^ 
to  have  been  met  with  in  England — a^  I  am 

very 
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very  sure  there  were  no  such  rigid  Catho- 
lics, even  in  Italy,  previous  to  the  French 
revolution/* 

Our  hero  had  participated  in  Donald  s 
astonishment,  not  having  l>elteved  that  Mr. 
Langhton  was  the  bigot  report  had  repre- 
sented him;  but  he  was  now  convinced 
that  fame  had  barely  done  him  justice. 
Well  might  he  live  secluded,  even  in  his 
native  country,  he  thought;  since  he  fre- 
quently denied  himself  common  necessa- 
ries, and  led  so  strange  a  life,  that  he  was 
half  tempted  to  think  him  insane — and 
such  gloomy  fanaticism  is  certainly  more 
or  less  a  species  of  madness,  and  very  ini- 
mical to  the  comforts  and  morals  of  those 
who  dwell  Within  its  influence. 

His  reflections  were  interrupted  by  a 
servant  knocking  at  his  door,  with  a  note 
from  Lord  Algernon,  whose  groom  waited 
for  an  answer.  The  Earl  wrote  in  excel- 
lent spirits,  observing  that  Henry  was  not 
iiiore  anxious  to  explore  the  Priory,  than 
•the  Countess  and  Lady  Winifred  were  to 

see 
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see  the  Marquis  of  Endermay;  the  latter  of 
%vhom  hoped  he  would  spend  at  least  a 
fortnight  with  her,  before  he  left  Lanca- 
shire; nor  was  Lady  William  Albany  for- 
gotten, as  he  commissioned  our  hero  to 
deliver  a  very  kind  message  to  her,  and  to 
assure  her  that  he  should  take  an  early  op- 
portunity of  paying  his  compliments  to 
her  in  person. 

Malcolm  instantly  answered  this  kind 
epistle;  promising  to  ride  over,  the  next 
morning,  to  pay  his  respects  at  Highwood, 
and  explaining  why  Lady  William  did  not 
send  any  message  in  return,  since  he  dare 
not  disturb  her  at  her  devotions;  but  she 
had  desired  him,  the  overnrght,  to  hint 
that  her  late  estrangement  from  his  father's 
family  had  not  originated  in  choice — en- 
tering into  a  few  details  which  he  knew 
would  be  interesting  to  his  uncle,  but 
which  he  was  obliged  to  cut  very  short,  in 
consequence  of  Mr.  Langhton's  early 
hours. 

Donald  carried  his  answer  down  to  the 

groom. 
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^oom,  who  had  remained  at  the  lotlgc; 
and  whom  he  sent  to  the  Nag's-head  to 
refresh  himself  before  he  returned  home. 
And  our  hero  having  completed  his  toi- 
lette, (he  had  left  off  his  mourning  before 
he  quitted  Scotland),  he  descended  into 
the  locutoriiim,  as  Mr.  Belthorpe  styled  it, 
where  he  found  the  whole  family,  who 
were  just  returned  from  chapel. 

Mr.  Langhton  was  extremely  flattered  by 
the  remarks  he  made  upon  his  habitation, 
as  they  convinced  him  that  he  was  a  judge 
of  the  real  beauties  of  the  edifice;  and  he 
now  informed  him  whose  portraits  deco- 
rated the  saloon — as  our  hero  had  sup- 
posed, they  were,  all  dignitaries  of  the 
church,  related  to  the  Langhton  family, 
or  bearing  that  name ;  and  they  claimed 
affinity  to  many  Itali-an  nobles,  Who  had 
worn  the  purple,  and  he^n  distinguished 
by  a  mitre.     The  portrait  that  resembled 

Mr.  LanG:htcn  had  been  paint<}d  at/Rome 

<--  J. 

for  his  father,  during  his  residence  among 
the  Jesuits.  •>  *iVA?^;:i  iri  h'^n*!;-*    ' 

''  In 
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^'  In  the  oriel  parlour/*  added  the  old 
gentleman,  ^^  are  the  portraits  of  my  gratid- 
father,  fether,  and  brother;  but  they  were 
done  in  England,  and  not  by  a  first-rate 
artist— therefore  are  merely  valuable,  as 
Bearing  some  resemblance  to  such  near 
relations.  We  think  Algernon  very  like 
his  deceased  uncle.  Your  Lordship  is,  I 
understand,  extremely  like  your  mother." 
^^  He  is,  indeed/*  said  Lady  William; 
*^  for  I  have  seen  a  miniature  picture  of 
Lady  Zera  Montrose;  but  I  think  he  has 
his  father's  features,  and  the  general  ex- 
pression of  his  countenance.'* 
■  A  summons  to  dinner  broke  in  upon  the 
conversation;  and  our  hero  was  convinced 
that  on  holidays  the  family  were  made  am- 
ple amends  for  the  fastswhich  preceded 
them,  as  a  very  sumptuous  repast  smoked 
upon  the  board,  served  in  silver- — to  con- 
vince the  young  peer  that  the  Langhtons 
could,  upon  occasion,  vie  with  the  Ender- 
rifiay  and  Derwent  families,  in  point  of 
5  magnificence. 
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inagnificence,  if  not  in  point  of  moderrt 
taste  and  elegance;  and  after  doing  ample 
justice  to  the  dessertj  the  family  again  re- 
turned to  chapel, 

Malcolm  seized  the  opportunity  to  write 
to  Dr.  Campbell,  and  had  but  just  finished 
his  epistle,  when  his  hosts  joined  him;  and 
out  of  compliment  to  him.  Lady  William 
and  her  children  were  excused  from  at- 
tending vespers.  Her  Ladyship  seized  the 
opportunity  to  convince  him  that  her 
daughter,  though  educated  in  retirement, 
had  not  made  a  very  bad  use  of  her  time, 
as  she  drew  her  out  sufficiently  to  enable 
him  to  ascertain  that  she  was  well  versed 
in  the  history  of  her  own  country,  and  by 
no  means  ignorant  of  geography — the  dis- 
course having  turned  upon  Egypt,  the  bat- 
tle of  the  Kile,  and  that  of  Aboukir,  in 
which  he  had  taken  so  active- a  part. 

''  If  you  were  a  Catholic,  brother,"  said 
the  much  less  polished  Langhton,  '^  you 
might  hear  Rose  play  the  organ,  which  she 

frequently 
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frequently  does  during  vespers.  Behhorpe 
%vas  her  master,  and  he  supplies  her  place 
when  she  is  excused  duty." 

"  And  do  you  never  touch  any  other  in- 
strument, my  dear  Rosalie?'*  asked  the 
Marquis. 

''  She  has  a  very  good  piano-forte  in  my 
dressing-room/' said  Lady  William;  "'but 
I  fear  she  will  fall  very  short  of  the  lady 
performers  you  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  hearing,  my  Lord  ;  but  if  you  are  in- 
clined to  judge  for  yourself,  we  will  ad- 
journ thither/' 

Malcolm  thanked  her  Ladyship  for  such 
a  proof  of  her  regard,  readily  following 
her  up-stairs,  and  into  one  of  the  most 
comfortable  apartments  he  had  yet  seen  in 
the  Priory,  which  was  hung  round  with 
pieces  of  embroidery  and  drawings,  done 
by  the  two  ladies,  which  were  far  above 
mediocrity  ;  and  if  Rosalie  was  not  a  first- 
rate  musician,  she  was  a  very  pleasing 
performer,  and  sung  some  of  Handers 
compositions  with  great  taste— her  elder 

VOL.  n,  c  brother's 
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-brother's  judicious  compliments  proving 
bo  encouraging,  that  she  even  surpassed 
her  mother's  expectations,  who  reluctantly 
reminded  them  that  the  mere  devout  part 
of  the  family  would  soon  return  from 
chapel;  and  gladly  would  our  hero  have 
been  excused  from  again  joining  them; 
but  as  that  was  impossible^  he  politely 
listened  to  various  prolix  stories  respect- 
ing the  former  abbots  of  the  mansion,  with 
which  Mr.  Langhton  chose  to  entertain 
him  ;  and  to  a  very  fabulous  legend  res- 
pecting the  original  founder,  which  the 
eld  man  seem  to  believe  most  implicitly. 

The  various  monastic  orders  were  next 
discussed;  and  though  Mr.  Langhton  had 
much  to  say  in  praise  even  of  the  gloomy 
devotees  of  La  Trappe,  he  gave  the  decided 
preference  to  the  disciples  of  Ignatius 
Loyola^  affirming  that  Clement  the  Four- 
teenth, by  abolishing  so  useful  an  order, 
had  lain  the  foundation  of  the  French  re- 
volution; since  the  deistical  writings  of 
Voltaire^  and  his  heretical  followers,  Di- 
derot, 
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Tclerot,  D'Alembert,  and  Condorcet,  would, 
never  have  been  tolerated  by  those  pious 
brethren ;  and  as  they  were  considered  as 
the  best  instructors  of  youth,  the  rising 
generation  of  the  French  would  not  have 
become  so  abandoned  a  race  of  men^  had 
they  been  suffered  to  remain  in  their  clois- 
ters, as  the  generality  of  them  must,  more 
or  lesSj  have  been  educated  by  those  holy 
fathers. 

Malcolm  thought  there  was  some  truth, 
mingled  with  a  great  deal  of  romance  and 
superstition,  in  his  reasoning,  and  agreed, 
that  the  abolition  of  the  Jesuits  had  cer- 
tainly shaken  the  Papal  authority. 

"  Forgive  me,  my  Lord,"  exclaimed  Fa- 
ther Benedetto  ;  ''  but  I  must  grieve  that 
you  are  a  dissenter  from  the  mother  churchy 
since  few  Catholics  could  draw  juster  con- 
clusions than  you  have  done.'' 

"  Our   creed   is   more   indulgent   than 

yours.  Father/'  was  the  reply;  and  as  the 

clock  was  striking  ten,  he  chose  to  retire 

when  the  master  of  the  house  did;  Lady 

c  2  William 
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William  having  hinted,  during  the  even- 
ing, that  her  father  was  naturally  rather 
jealous,  and  that  he  might  feel  hurt  at  his 
preferring  her  company  to  his;  and  very 
possibly  the  monk  might  affect  to  dread 
they  should  discuss  religious  topics,  since 
he  must  be  convinced  that  his  Lordship 
could  argue  very  ably  upon  every  subject. 
And  Malcolm  was  convinced  she  had  judged 
rightly,  since  the  friar  seemed  pleased, 
when  he  found  he  did  not  wish  to  keep 
the  ladies  up  after  their  accustomed  hour; 
kindly  comprising  him  in  the  general  bles- 
sing, and  assuring  him  that  he  should  con- 
stantly remember  him  in  his  prayers. 
Malcolm  slightly  bowed  his  thanks  for  this 
proof  of  his  regard,  and  having  paid  the 
usual  compliments  to  all  present,  sought 
his  apartment. 


CHAP. 
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Donald  was  in  waiting  in  his  room,  as  the 
servants  all  retired  at  an  early  hour;  and 
not  to  keep  the  liousemaid  from  mass,  he 
had  promised  to  set  light  to  a  faggot  she 
had  given  him,  when  his  Lordship  rose. 
Malcolm  approved  of  the  notion,  not  wish- 
ing to  break  in  upon  the  family  devotions. 
"  Why,  they  had  need  to  pray,  my  Lord," 
resumed  the  valet ;  "  for  I  am  afraid  they 
are  a  very  bad  set.  As  for  old  Ashton,  he 
is  an  absolute  drunkard,  and  at  the  beck 
and  call  of  the  Father  and  Mr.  Belthorpe, 
who  wink  at  his  failings,  as  he  enables 
them  to  indulge  their  own  propensity  to 
c  3  drinkinsi. 
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drinking.  In  short,  none  of  the  household 
are  restrained  from  doing  wrong,  from  any 
sense  of  duty  or  gratitude  towards  their 
masters,  as  they  can  all  procure  absolution, 
by  conniving,  and  assisting  to  defraud  Mr. 
Langhton.  Lady  William  and  Miss  Albany 
are  angels  upon  earth,  I  do  believe,  since 
all  the  servants  join  in  their  praise ;  and, 
what  is  more,  they  fear  them,  as  much  as 
they  love  them — such  is  the  ascendancy  of 
virtue,  even  among  such  a  crew.  As  for 
the  young  Squire,  as  they  call  him,  he  is 
hail  fellow  with  them  all ;  therefore  I  can- 
not say  he  is  much  more  respected  than 
the  old  gentleman,  whom  they  style  Fathef 
Basil,  when  in  their  cups,  and  declare  that 
the  Italian  might  make  him  stand  upon  hisf 
head  in  the  church,  by  way  of  penance,  if 
he  took  it  into  his  fanc}^ ;  for  he  can  only 
see,  hear,  speak,  and  act,  as  he  directs. 
Master  Ashton  was  pretty  communicative 
this  evening,  having,  out  of  poIiteDess  to 
me,  drank  an   extra  bottle,  of  which  he 

took  his  full  share But  pray,  my  Lord, 

were 
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were  you  in  the  porch  chamber  adjoining 
the  chapel,  ^vhe^  you  wail^ed  over  the 
house  this  morning  ?'* 

'*^  I  was  :  why  do  you  inquire?  What  has 
that  to  do  with  Ashton's  being  in  licjuor." 

*'  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  not  think 
me  too  presuming ;  but  you  must  have 
heard,  that  when  people  are  so,  they  fre- 
quently blunder  out  with  v/hat  they  do  not 
intend/' 

"  But  too  often — so  pray  tell  me  what 
mighty  secret  Ashton  has  disclosed^  now 
he  is  in  his  cups/' 

"He  has  merely  excited  my  curiosity, 
my  Lord — though  I  have  heard  of  such 
cruelties  having  been  perpetrated  by 
monks  abroad,  that  I  own  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  them  capable  of  any  atrocity. 
Father  Benedetto  is  an  Italian,  and  they 
are  the  most  treacherous  of  all  nations. 
But  as  your  Lordship  has  been  in  the  porch 
chamber,  pray  did  you  go  up  into  his 
room,  which  is  over  it  ?" 

^'  My  brother  informed  me  no  one  was 
c  4  ever 
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ever  admitted  into  his  apartment^  his  oKii 
servant  excepted/' 

"  So  said  Ashton,  ^vhich  makes  me  put 
some  faith  in  the  hints  he  dropped.  But 
not  to  keep  your  Lordship  in  suspense — 
as  you  have  been  in  the  porch  chamber^ 
you  know  the  situation'  of  that  and  the 
friar's  room,  which  is  directly  over  it — 
indeed,  there  is  a  flight  of  stairs  which 
leads  down  from  the  one  to  the  other.'* 
'^  I  know  there  is :  what  of  them  ?" 
'^  Why  then,  my  Lord,  there  is  a  third 
room  in  this  said  turret,  which  runs  over 
the  friar's,  and  which  once  had  windows 
to  the  road  on  one  side,  and  to  the  garden 
on  the  other,  as  the  monk's  still  has;  but 
some  years  ago  these  were  all  walled  up, 
by  the  Padre's  orders;  and  this  upper  room 
is  now  only  lit  by  a  skylight,  which  no  one 
can  look  down,  as  the  turret  walls  have 
been  both  heightened  and  spiked ;  and 
there  is  no  communication  with  this  well- 
secured  apartment  but  through  the  friar's 
room,  as  in  an  adjoining  closet  there  is  a 

staircase 
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staircase  leading  up  to  it,  similar  to  the 
one  below.  Now,  as  Ash  ton  observes, 
there  must  have  been  some  very  cogent 
reason  for  Mr.  Langhton's  having  put  him- 
self to  such  an  expence,  as  it  cannot  have 
been  merely  to  gratify  a  whim  of  the  fri- 
ar's; besides,  why  was  an  apartment  in  so 
elevated  a  situation  so  secured  by  iron- 
work?— What  thieves  would  ever  think  of 
breaking  into  the  house  from  the  roof? 
However,  one  of  these  days  I  am  to  be 
oratified  with  a  sioht  of  the  walls  vvhich 
enclose  this  mysterious  room,  as  there  is  a 
trap-door  in  the  lumber-room,  which  goes 
out  upon  the  leads,  very  near  the  turret. 
When  I  have  seen  how  it  is  secured,  I  shall 
be  better  able  to  describe  it  to  your  Lord- 
ship; for,  as  Ashton  says,  w^hat  use  can  the 
old  man  make  of  this  said  room,  as  hi* 
money  would  be  as  safe  in  his  own?  but^ 
positively,  he  thinks  there  is  some  one,  of 
what  sex  he  does  not  pretend  to  say, 
concealed  there;  for  very  soon  after  it  was 
thus,  in  a  manner,  rendered  inaccessible, 
c  5  the 


the  Padre's  servant  quarrelled  with  all 
those  in  the  house^  and  has  absolutely  re- 
fused to  eat^  drinkj  or  associate  with  them 
since ;  and  as  the  friar  is  all-powerful,  he 
easily  found  excuses  for  his  caprice,  de- 
claring that,  as  a  punishment  for  his.  con- 
tumacy, he  should' henceforth  eat  his  meals 
alone  and  in  his  own  apartment;  and  as  the 
cook,  who  is  all  in  all  with  the  monk, 
never  stints  him,  Ashton  thinks  he  ought 
to  do  more  credit  to  his  keep,  for  he  makes 
away  with  more  than  would  serve  two 
jnoderate  people.  Therefore,  surely,  my 
lord,  one  may  be  tempted^  like  Ashton, 
to  surmise  that  the  upper  room  is  inha- 
bited, as  well  as  the  lower  one/* 

"  Why,  altogether,  'tis  a  strange  story/* 
resumed  Malcolm ;  "  yet  Mr.  Langhton 
must  be  in  the  secret,  I  should  suppose; 
as  he  must  have  known  of  the  alterations 
you  mention." 

*'  Oh>  he  gave  the  orders  himself  to  the 
workmen,  my  Lord,  who  were  told  this 
mysterious  attic  was  to  be  used  as  an  ob- 
servatory ; 


LANGHTON    PRIORY.  35 

servatory ;  and  a  fine  large  telescope  was 
sent  for  from  London,  to  enable  the  monk 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  moon  and 
stars.  But  Ashton  declares  the  old  Italiaa 
is  too  cunning  for  his  priest-ridden  master, 
who  thinks  he  has  the  whole  house  safe 
under  lock  and  key,  when  the  great  gates 
are  closed;  whereas,  it  has  been  ascer- 
tained that  somebody,  either  the  Father  or 
his  servant,  have  often  gone  out,  and,  of 
course,  come  in,  through  the  little  Gothic 
door  in  the  church,  though  the  key  has 
hung  for  years  in  Mr.  Langhton's  room, 
and  it  is  supposed  it  is  never  opened.  But 
Ashton  has  been  too  many  for  the  friar, 
since  a  little  fine  sand,  or  a  pin,  placed 
upon  the  locl^,  and  now  and  then  a  cob- 
web over  the  keyhole,  has  enabled  him  to 
judge  that  some  one  does  now  and  then 
make  their  exit  and  entree  thus  privately; 
of  caurse,  the  inhabitant  of  the  attic  was 
smuggled  in  that  way — and  if  the  old  Ita- 
lian was  inclined  to  introduce  robbers, 
c  6  who 
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who  could  hinder  him  ?  I  vow,  if  I  was 
Mr.  Langhton,  I  should  not  sleep  easy  in 
my  bed.  Ashton  did  not  mean,  at  first,  to 
be  so  communicative;  but  I  drew  him  on, 
as  I  promised  never  to  mention  what  he 
told  me  without  the  walls,  and  I  have  not 
forfeited  my  word — though  I  certainly  did 
not  give  him  reason  to  suppose  that  I 
should  discuss  the  matter  within  the  holy 
precincts;  but  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
communicate  what  he  said,  to  your  Lord- 
ship— not  that  it  matters  to  you  whether 
the  old  fellow  keeps  a  mistress,  yet  I  wish 
that  could  be  ascertained/' 

''  That  may  prove  a  difficult  task,  Do- 
nald— but,  for  the  present,  good  night. 
As  your  having  remained  so  long  with  me 
may  have  excited  surprise,  though  I  do  not 
think  you  have  been  overheard,  take  no 
notice  to  Ashton  in  the  morning;  since> 
should  you  appear  curious,  you  will  defeat 
your  own  purpose.  Chance  may  befriend 
you  during  our  stay  ;  but,  as  you  value  my 

regard. 
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regard,,  take  no  steps  likely  to  excite  sus- 
picions in  the  Father's  bosom — and  do  not 
forget  to  call  me  as  usual." 

The  valet  bowed  and  retired,  leaving  his 
master  more  perplexed  than  he  would  have 
chosen  to  have  acknowledged.  Had  this 
said  attic  merely  been  used  as  an  obser- 
vatory, thought  our  hero,  why  need  it 
have  been  thus  secured  ?  and  why  had  not 
his  brother,  who  was  so  anxious  to  shew 
him  the  Padre's  vaulta,  avoided  mention- 
ing the  mysterious  apartment  over  it  ?  He 
had  certainly  hinted  that  the  friar  had  his 
secrets;  and  perhaps,  likeAshton,  he  mere- 
ly suspected  that  there  was  a  female  above; 
still  it  was  extraordinary  he  had  not  men- 
tioned his  suspicions,  or  that  curiosity  had 
not  induced  him  to  explore  this  forbidden 
apartment;  perhaps  he  was  sworn  to  se- 
crecy-— but  then  he  must  be  in  the  monk's 
confidence,  and  that  seemed  very  unlikely, 
when  it  occurred  to  him,  that  be  and  Bel- 
thorpe  had  certainly  made  the  opening  he 
had  peeped  through^  with  a  view  to  dis- 
cover 
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cover  who  the  monk  had  concealed  above; 
and  possibly  they  might  never  ^ave  been 
able  to  obtain  a  glimpse  of  the  prisoner. 
Then  again  he  reflected^  that  possibly  the 
lady,  or  gentleman,  who  thus  cheered  the 
Father*s  solitude,  might  not  always  inhabit 
the  Priory,  since  the  monk  could  go  out 
and  in  when  he  pleased;  but  what  story 
could  he  have  told  Mr.  Langhton,  likely  to 
induce  him  to  come  into  his  plans?  Pie 
resolved,  however,  to  be  more  au  fait  of 
this  mysterious  business  before  he  quitted 
the  Priory,  as  he  knew  Donald  would  un- 
dertake even  impossibilities  to  oblige  him; 
and  as  a  preliminary  step,  he  resolved  to 
take  a  minute  survey  of  this  mysterious 
turret  from  the  garden;  and,  if  possible, 
to  draw  his  brother  into  conversation  res- 
pecting it. 

These  reflections  had  so  broke  his  rest, 
during  the  fore  part  of  the  night,  that 
he  was  in  a  sound  sleep  when  the  ma- 
tin-bell roused  the  household  to  prayers, 
^nd   never  woke  till   Donald,   having   lit 

the 
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the  fire,  thought  it  necessary  to  cdll  him. 
He  renewed  his  cautions  to  the  valet, 
while  dressing,  adding,  with  an  encourag- 
ing smile — ''  I  will  devote  a  short  time  to 
reflection,  before  I  endeavour  to  explore 
'  this  mystery;  though,  I  dare  say,  Ashton  is 
right  in  his  conjectures,  if,  as  he  supposes, 
the  turret  chamber  is  inhabited-^but  ap- 
pear to  have  forgotten  the  circumstance, 
as  he  will  doubtless  be  very  much  upon 
his  guard  to-day/' 

Donald  promised  obedience,  and  the 
Marquis  joined  the  family  at  breakfast; 
which  v;as  no  sooner  over  than  he  or- 
dered his  horses,  telling  Mr.  Langhton 
that  he  should  ride  to  Highwood,  as  Lady 
Winifred  might  fancy  herself  slighted,  were 
he  to  delay  paying  his  respects  to  her. 

*'  Your  Lordship  will  return  to  dinner, 
I  hope,'*  was  the  reply,  as  the  old  gentle- 
man felt  an  involuntary  degree  of  regard 
and  respect  for  this  youthful  defender  of 
his  country;  and  considering  he  was  a  Pro- 
testant, 
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tesfant,  it  was  truly  extraordinary — nay, 
even  Father  Benedetto  felt  something  like 
esteem  for  him ;  and  had  even  gone  so  far 
as  to  tell  Mr.  Langhton,  he  wished  his 
grandson  might  make  as  good  a  use  of 
fortune's  favours. 

But  to  return  to  the  present  time — Mal- 
colm assured  the  party  that  he  should  make 
a  point  of  returning  in  time  for  their  din- 
ner-hour. 

''  Which  we  shall  make  an  hour  later  to- 
day, my  Lord/*  said  Lady  William;  "  as  we 
have  no  service  till  vespers,  and  do  not 
wish  to  confine  you  to  our  very  old- 
fashioned  ways;"  requesting  he  would  say 
whatever  he  thought  most  expressive  of 
her  respect  for  them  to  Lady  Winifred, 
and  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Algernon. 

*'  And  let  me  request  you  would  invite 
the  Earl,  in  my  name,  to  the  Priory,''  said 
Mr.  Langhton  :  "  he  must  ever  be  a. wel- 
come guest  within  its  walls;  as  I  shall  ever 
feel  myself  greatly  indebted  to  his  libera- 
lity. 
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lity,  for  not  having  availed  himself  of  the 
power  your  father's  will  gave  him  over  my 
"Tandchildren/' 

Malcolm  promised  to  deliver  this  mes- 
aa-ge  verbatim ;  and  then,  accompanied  by 
his  brother  and  Belthorpe,  walked  to  the 
great  door,  where  his  horses  and  groom 
were  in  waiting;  and  having  mounted,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  ancient  family  mansion  of 
his  great-aunt;  which  certainly,  as  Lord 
Dunluce  had  observed,  bore  some  resem- 
blance to  a  citizen's  villa  in  the  environs 
of  the  metropolis;  stilly  as  the  house  was 
very  large,  it  appeared  a  very  comfortable 
residence ;  and  though  the  furniture  was  not 
fashionable,  every  thing  was  costly,  rich, 
and  accurately  clean.  Having  dismounted 
at  the  grand  entrance,  he  was  conducted  bv 
the  same  servant  out  of  livery,  who  had 
facilitated  his  father's  first  interview  with 
Lady  William  Albany,  into  the  breakfast- 
room,  where  Lady  Winifred,  the  Earl,  his 
Countess,  and  Lord  Dunluce,  were  sitting; 
Miss  Albany,  having  a  slight  sore  throat, 

had 
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had  not  yet  joined  the  family.  The  fact 
was.  Lady  Winifred  did  not  chuse  she  . 
should  be  upon  intimate  terms  with  Lord 
Dunluce,  whose  fashionable  manners  did 
not  meet  her  approbation ;  and  never 
having  seen  our  hero,  she  wished"  to  do  so, 
before  she  introduced  him  to  her  w^ard; 
though  she  did  not  venture  to  hope  that  a 
man  of  his  rank  and  fortune  could  marry 
the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Salvadore.  Malcolm's 
person  and  first  abord  were  so  much  to  her 
taste,  that  she  welcom.ed  faim  with  more 
than  cordiality,  even  with  affection,  to 
Highwood ;  nor  was  the  Countess  less 
struck  by  his  commanding  figure  and  very 
prepossessing  countenance,  as  she  politely  , 
declared,  that  she  found  she  had  been 
greatly  her  own  enemy,  in  not  having  ac- 
companied the  Earl  to  Scotland,  since 
every  letter  he  had  written  from  thence, 
had  increased  her  impatience  to  be  intro- 
duced to  the  Marquis  of  Endermay. 

Our  hero  was  extremely  flattered  by  so 
kind  a  reception,  since  the  Earl  seemed  no 

less 
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less  happy  to  see  him;  and  Lord  Dunluce 
declared  he  had  thought  every  moment  an 
age  since  they  parted. 

''  I  am  sorry  your  Lordship  should  have- 
found  Highwood,  and  my  society^,  so  dis- 
agreeable/' said  Lady  Winifred. 

*'  Heed  him  not,  roy  dear  aunt/*  rejoined 
the  Earl;  *'  he  was  dying  of  ennid  in  Scot- 
landj  even  under  the  Koof  of  Lord  Ender- 
may,  who,  out  of  compassion  to  his  folly, 
hastened  his  journey  southward." 

Malcolm  confirmed  what  his  uncle  had 
advanced,  in  so  droll  a  way,  that  he  soon 
dispelled  the  cloud  which  had  gathered 
upon  Lady  Winifred's  brow;  of  whom  he 
inquired  after  Miss  Albany,  and  was  in- 
formed she  was  indisposed;  but  by  way  of 
softening  his  disappointment,  the  old  lady 
hoped  she  would  be  well  enough  to  see 
him  when  he  next  visited  Highwood,  as 
she  should  often  expect  to  see  him  during 
his  stay  at  the  Priory.  ''And  when  you 
are  suffered  to- leave  Mr.  Langhton's,''  she 
proceeded,   "  I  hope  you  will  join  Lord 

and 
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and  Lady  Algernon  here — as  they  have 
kindly  promised  to  prolong  their  visit, 
that  I  may  enjoy  at  least  a  \veek  of  your 
company/' 

Malcolm  made  a  suitable  reply  to  this 
invitation,  having  long  wished  to  be  upon 
friendly  terms  with  all  his  relations;  and 
as  he  was  anxious  to  acquit  himself  of  the 
commission  he  had  received  from  Lady 
W^illiam  Albany^  he,  in  appropriate  terms, 
expressed  the  wish  she  entertained,  to 
renew  her  acquaintance  with  the  Earl  and 
Lady  Winifred,  and  to  be  introduced  to 
the  Countess;  excusing  her  past  appear- 
ance of  neglect  to  the  two  former,  under 
the  real  plea  of  her  not  being  her  own 
mistress;  and  concluding  by  delivering 
Mr.  Langhton's  message  to  his  uncle  vcr* 
Mtim, 

Lady  Winifred  declared  she  was  ex- 
tremely ready  to  excuse  any  errors  which 
arose  from  a  too  rigid  notion  of  filial  duty  : 
she  had  seen  very  little  of  Lady  William 
Albany,  but  enough  to  convince  her  that 

she 
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she  was  an  exemplary  daughter,  and  as 
such  she  thought  her  highly  deserving  of 
her  esteem,  since  she  honoured,  instead  of 
blaming  her  for  the  obedience  she  had 
evinced  to  her  father's  commands;  and 
should,  in  consequence,  though  not  in- 
cluded in  Mr.  Langhton*s  invitation,  pay 
an  early  visit  at  the  Priory." 

'*^  And  I  will  ride  over  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing/' said  the  Earl,  ''  as  I  am  very  anxious 
to  see  my  wards  that  were  to  have  been. 
Dunkice  is  no  less  impatient  to  see  his 
cousins;  but  I  shall  not  bring  him  with 
me  on  Saturday,  as  I  must  feel  my  own 
way  before  I  introduce  such  an  etourdi 
into  such  a  sober  family.'' 

Lady  Winifred  looked  her  approbation 
of  this  determination,  while  Lord  Algernon 
requested  his  nephew  would  give  him  his 
opinion  of  his  brother  and  sister. 

*'  Rosalie  is  a  very  fine  girl,  my  Lord^ 
and  infinitely  more  accomplished  than,  all 
things  considered,  I  could  have  supposed; 
a  very  little  po,i^h  will  render  her  a  dia- 

raond 
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mond  of  the  first  water.  Algernon  is  also, 
I  make  no  doubt,  a  very  good  scholar ; 
but  a  life  of  total  seclusion  is  less  favour- 
able to  young  men  than  to  young  women, 
as  there  is  a  rusticity  in  his  manners  which 
is  by  no  means  so  prepossessing  as  Rosalie's 
reserved  timidity ;  yet  he  appears  to  possess 
a  very  good  heart,  and  seems  to  have  taken 
a  great  liking  to  me.  I  have  it,  therefore, 
in  contem.plation  to  request  Mr.  Langhton 
will  allow  him  to  spend  a  month  or  six: 
weeks  in  London  with  me,  next  spring.'* 

''  I  much  doubt  the  old  gentleman's  ac- 
ceding to  your  plan.  Marquis/'  resumed 
Lady  Winifred :  "  nay,  I  can  hardly  wish 
he  may,  since,  should  the  young  rustic  be 
guilty  of  any  follies,  they  w^ould  all  be 
attributed  to  his  having  associated  with  tiis 
Protestant  brother.  But  vou  have  inte- 
rested  me  so  much  for  your  sister,  that  I 
will  positively  invite  her  to  accompany  me 
and  Miss  Albany  to  town  next  season,  as  I 
mean  my  ward  should  be  presented  at  St. 
James's;  and,  J  suppose,  as  their  mother 

appeared 
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appeared  at  court,  Mr.  Langhton  cannot 
object  to  his  grandchildren's  paying  their 
respects  to  our  royal  family/* 

The  Countess  of  Algernon  could  not 
conceive  he  would,  adding — ''  Your  Lady- 
ship's kind  intentions  will  render  mine 
nugatory,  as  I  also  meant  to  have  invited 
Rosalie  Albany  to  have  spent  a  month  in 
Portland-place;  though  I  feared  my  vola- 
tile son  would  have  proved  a  serious  ob- 
jection to  Mr.  Langhton.  Your  plan  is, 
therefore,  far  better;  and  I  shall  expect 
you  will'  be  my  frequent  guests  when  you 
do  visit  London.'' 

*'  You  ladies  remind  me  of  the  Hunters 
and  the  Deer,"  said  the  Earl;  "you  are 
dividing  the  skin  before  you  have  killed 
the  animal;  as  I  think  it  very  possible  Mr. 
Langhton  may  not  suffer  either  of  his 
grandchildren  to  leave  the  Priory  during 
his  lifetime.  However,  I  will  assist  in 
your's  and  the  Marquis's  charitable  de- 
signSj  to  the  best  of  my  abilities.    But  you 

have 
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have  not  told  us^  nephew,  whether  your 
brother  resembles  his  late  father.*' 

''  He  has  certainly  duck-eyes — but  there 
the  likeness  ceases.  Mr.  Langhton  thinks 
him  the  image  of  a  brother  of  his;  which 
js  very  possible,  as  the  portrait  of  Mr. 
Reginald  Langhton,  never  a  good  one,  is 
very  much  faded  and  injured  by  time;  of 
course,  it  bears  no  great  resemblance  to 
Algernon,  \vho  may  nevertheless  be  ex- 
tremely like  the  original.  Rosalie  is  the 
living  picture  of  her  mother;  and,  at  times, 
particularly  when  she  is  animated,  she.  re- 
minds me  of  my  father's  picture." 

"  Then  I  am  convinced  she  is  very  hand- 
some,'* rejoined  the  Earl.  ''  But  have  you 
been  suffered  to  walk  over  the  holy  pile?" 

Our  hero  gave  a  very  animated  and  cor- 
rect description  of  the  interior  of  the 
Priory;  though  he  did  not  mention  having 
^een  Mr.  Langhton's  cell,  nor  having 
peeped  into  the  Padre's  vaulta;  still  less 
did  he  touch  upon  the  mysterious  turret. 

He 
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He  succeeded,  nevertheless,  in  highly 
amusing  his  auditors;  Lady  Winifred  de- 
claring that  she  perfectly  remembered  the 
oriel  chamber  in  which  he  slept,  as  she 
was  received  in  that  room  when  she  paid 
Lady  William  her  lying-in  visit;  expressing 
her  astonishment  at  his  being  able  to  enjoy 
any  repose,  in  such  a  glocm}^,  melancholy 
aparfment. 

"  You  forget,  aunt,  that  the  Marquis  is 
a  soldier,  and  they  are  not  apt  to  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  the  Vi^ord  fear." 

*'  Oh,  I  should  not  mind  sleeping  in  the 
chapel,"  cried  Lord  Dunluce,  '^  if  Mr. 
Langhton  would  but  give  me  an  invita- 
tion." 

"  I  am  fearful  vou  would  soon  be  tired 
of  so  cold  a  birth,"  replied  Malcolm. 

*^'  And  I  am  sure  Mr.  Langhton  would 
soon  be  tireil  of  you,"  obtruded  Lady  Vv'i- 
nifred. 

''  Does  Belthorpe  improve  upon  ac- 
quaintance ?"  asked  the  Earl. 

''  He  appeared  ro  more  advantage  in 
VOL.  If.  D  Scotland 
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Scotland  than  he  does  at  the  Priory — there 
he  was  acting  a  natural  part;  at  home^  I 
am  fearful  he  sometimes  enacts  the  hv- 
pocrite.  Indeed,  Mr.  Langhton  is  so  strict 
in  his  notions,  that  the  family  must  be  all 
saints,  or  the  exact  reverse^  to  conform  to 
his  rules," 

Here  the  conversation  was  broken  in 
upon  by  the  entrance  of  the  groom  of  the 
chambers,  who  informed  Lord  Algernon 
that  Lord  Newhaven  and  Major  Sedley  were 
in  the  drawing-room. 

''  They  are  quartered  at  Preston/'  said 
the  Earl,  looking  at  his  aunt;  ''we  saw 
them  there  the  other  day  en  'passant;  and 
when  they  understood  I  was  coming  here, 
they  talked  of  beating  up  my  quarters.  I 
suppose  they  would  not  have  gained  ad- 
mittance at  the  Priory,  Marquis;  a  red 
coat,  except  upon  your  back,  must  be  held 
in  abhorrence  there.  But  I  will  not  keep 
them  waiting — the  ladies  will  excuse  you. 
Lord  Endermay,  and  I  know  this  visit  is  as 
much  to  vou  as  to  me/' 

''I  hop^ 


LAKGHTON    PPdOllX'.  51 

"  1  hope  you  will  suffer  me  to  come  in 
for  my  share  of  the  compfiment.  Sir,"  said 
Lord  Dunluce. 

'^  Oh,  by  all  means!  though  I  am  not 
conscious  that  any  one  was  intended  you."^ 

The  young  peer  nevertheless  accompa- 
nied his  father  and'cousin  into  the  draw- 
ing-room ;  and  Lord  Newhaven,  who  was 
colonel  of  a  regiment  then  at  Preston,  ex- 
pressed his  joy  at  having  timed  his  visit  to 
Highwood  so  opportunely,  since  he  dare 
not  have  ventured  to  ring  at  the  Priory 
gates,  which  seemed  always  impenetrably 
closed  against  strangei-s;  and  he  and  the 
Major  were  come  to  invite  the  Earl,  Lord 
Endermay,  and  Lord  Dunluce,  to  dine  with 
the  corps  of  ofiicers  at  Preston,  on  the 
following  Thursday  ;  as  they  were  all  an- 
xious to  be  introduced  to  one  of  the  he- 
roes of  Egypt. 

'^  There  was  but  one  hero  on  that  me- 
morable day,  my  Lord/*  gaily  resumed 
Malcolm,  '''and  his  example  induced  every 
man  under  his  command  to  do  his  duty — 
D  9,  but 
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but  the  late  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  is  en- 
titled to  all  the  honour  of  the  day.'* 

*'^  r  commend  your  modesty.  Marquis; 
but  you  have  also  earned  a  wreath  of  ne- 
ver-fading laurel  in  that  memorable  en- 
gagement— so  may  we  hope  to  see  you  at 
Preston?'* 

''  1  will  be  answerable  for  us  all  three,* 
resumed  Lord  Algernon  ;  ''  since  the  Mar- 
quis, though  a  resident  at  the  Priorv^  has 
not  yet  renounced  the  world/' 

"  What  a  strange  life  Mr.  Langhton  leads, 
if  report  may  be  credited!"  replied  the 
Major.  *'  Mr.  Albany  has  been  pointed 
out  to  mc,  when  riding  with  his  tutor — I 
am  surprised  how  a  young  man  of  his  age 
can  bear  such  close  confinement.'* 

"  He  must  be  a  very  domesticated  ami- 
able character,  I  should  presume,"  rejoined 
the  Viscount;  "  I  suppose  it  is  a  mere  com- 
pliment to  make  the  request,  else  we  should 
be  extremely  happy  if  he  w^ould  accom- 
pany you  to  Preston,  Marquis." 

''  He  will,  at  least,  be  highly  flattered 

by 
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by  your  polite  invitation,  my  Lord;  as  to 
whether  he  will  be  permitted  to  profit  by 
it,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say;  but  I 
will  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  Mr.  Langh- 
ton  to  allow  him  freedom  of  choice  upon 
the  occasion.  Or,  perhaps,  my  uncle  will 
undertake  that  task ;  he  is  much  the  most 
likely  to  succeed,  and  has  a  sort  of  autho- 
rity over  my  brother,  which  I  have  not." 

*'  We  will  unite  our  efforts/'  said  the 
Earl;  ^'  so  do  not  mention  the  matter  till  I. 
pay  you  my  promised  visit,  when  I  do  hope- 
we  shall  succeed  in  liberating  the  young 
prisoner  for  a  short  time.*' 

This  being  settled,  the  officers  soon  made 
their  parting  bow;  and  our  hero,  having 
returned  to  the  ladies>  followed  their  ex- 
ample, as  it  grew  late,  promising  to  ride 
over  again  early  in  the  ensuing  week;  and 
he  was  no  sooner  gone  than  Lady  V/inifred 
expressed  her  approbation  of  his  figure, 
manners,  and  convcrsatian,  in  the  most 
unqualified  terms. 

The  Countess  was  no  less  pleased  with; 
D  3  him,: 
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him,  observing  that  the  army  was  the 
school  for  gentlemen;  and  the  Marquis 
was  intirely  free  from  the  puppyism  and 
presumption  so  generally  attributed  to  of- 
ficers of  his  aoe. 

o 

'' He  is,  indeed,  an  honour  to  his  pro- 
fession/'said  the  Earl :  '^  of  his  bravery  and 
ij'kill,  he  has  given  the  greatest  proofs/' 

*'  And  so  might  I  have  done/'  inter- 
rupted Lord  Dunluce,  "  had  you  suffered 
itie  to  <^o  into  the  army,  as  I  wished.  Sir/* 

The  Countess  did  not  suffer  his  having 
broke  in  upon  his  fathers  discourse  to  pass 
unnoticed;  and  Lady  Winifred  was  stiil 
more  severe  in  her  animadversions.  The 
Earl,  therefore,  proposed  a  ride  to  him,  as 
he  was  e.^tremely  fond  of  him,  though  by 
rro  means  blind  to  his  failings,  and  was  in 
hopes,  that  time,  and  the  society  and  ex- 
ample of  his  cousin,  would  render  him 
tftverv  thins:  he  could  wish. 


CIIAF. 
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CHAP.    III. 


TtiE  Marquis  having  reached  the  Priory  in 
very  good  time,  made  a  hasty  toilette  be- 
fore he  joined  the  family  in  the  parlour, 
v.'ho  were  all  very  happy  to  hear  the  Earl 
meant  to  visit  the  ancient  pile  on  the  Sa- 
turday; Mr.  Langhton  having  conceived  a 
very  high  opinion  of  him,  in  consequence 
of  the  Father's  having  frequently  expati- 
ated of  late  upon  the  great  forbearance 
his  Lordship  had 'displayed,  respecting  Al- 
gernon and  Rosalie  ;  and  never  failing  to 
conclude  his  panegyrics  upon  the  Earl,  by 
a  wish  that  he  would  take  upon  him  to 
introduce  Algernon  into  life,  who  was  now 
i>  4  -at 
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at  an  age  to  mix  more  in  society  than  he 
had  hitherto  done;  and  as  Mr.  Langhton 
had  long  been  implicitly  guided  by  the 
xvily  monk^,  never  presuming  to  contest 
any  point  with  hiin^  he  now  felt  as  anxious 
to  introduce  his  grandson  to  the  Earl's 
notice,  as  he  had  formerly  been  to  keep 
him  at  a  distance  from  his  Lordship. 

During;  dinner,  little  of  moment  oc- 
curred, and  when  they  adjourned  into  the 
other  parlour,  the  old  gentleman  asked 
our  hero,  whether  he  ever  played  at  chess? 

'^Sometimes/'  he  replied,  readily  sitting 
down  with  the  old  bigot,  wishing  to  keep 
him  in  good  humour,  and  to  stand  high 
in  his  good  graces,  as  it  might  ii-^l uce  him 
to  suffer  his  brcthei^  to  visit  London  during 
the  spring;  not  being  aware  that  Father 
Benedetto  was  extremely  anxious  to  have 
the  young  Catholic  introduced  to  every 
iT^ember  of  the  Derwent  family,  and  ini- 
tiated into  the  gaieties  of  fashionable  life, 
under  the  auspices  of  Lord  Algernon  and 
our  hero,  who  was  a  very  good  match  for 

My, 
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Mr.  Langhton  at  chess^  which  certainly 
raised  him  in  that  gentleman's  opinion, 
who  was  extremely  partial  to  this  game, 
and  generally  devoted  his  leisure  hours 
to  it. 

At  seven  o'clock,  as  usual,  the  family 
adjourned  to  vespers;  Lady  William  only 
remaining  behind,  who  immediately  asked 
the  Marquis — "  How  he  liked  Lady  Wi- 
nifred I" 

"  Much  better  than  I  expected,  I  give 
you  ray  honour;  and  she  did  you  such 
ample  justice,  appearing  so  fully  to  un- 
derstand and  to  appreciate  the  motives  for 
your  long  seclusion  from  the  worJd,  that  I 
am  convinced  she  will  not,  in  future,  suf- 
fer you  to  estrange  yourself  from  so  ivear 
a  relation/* 

He  next  reverted  to  the  Countess,  of 
\shom  he  spoke  in  the  highest  terms,  not 
forgetting  ^  ord  Dunluce,  who,  instability 
apart,  he  observed,  was  a  very  amiable 
young  man,  and  all  impatience  to  be  in- 
trocluced  to  her  a?|d  his  cousins — proceed- 
D  5  ing 
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fng  to  inform  her  where  he  was  invited  to 
dine  on  that  day  week,  and  that  his  bro- 
t*her  was  expected  to  join  the  party,  which 
Kis  iihcfe  meant  to  make  a  point  of  when 
he  came  on  Saturday;  and  he  had  been  so 
passive  hitherto,  that  he  thought  Mr. 
Langhton  would  not  chuse  to  refuse  him 
so  trifling  a  favour. 

"J  hope  not.  Marquis;  though  I  hardly 
dare  hope  that  Algernon  will  be  permitted 
to  leave  home,  except  in  company  with  his 
tutor;  nevertheless,  I  feel  extremely  grate- 
fnj  to  both  you  and  the  Earl,  since  nothing 
would  make  me  so  happy  as  to  have  him 
placed  under  your  joint  protection  for  a 
short  time." 

**' Malcolm  thou^jht  Mr.  Langhton  could 
not  object  to  his  brother  being  introduced 
into  society;  but  not  chusing  to  dwell 
upon  the  subject,  he  reverted  to  Lady  Wi- 
nifred's ward,  observing  that  he  had  not 
had  the  advantage  of  seeing  the  young 
ladv. 

''-I  wotlder  at  that,"  she  replied,  ''  since 

I  dare 


lANGIITON    PRIORY,  59 

I  dare  say  her  Ladyship  is  anxious  to  have 
her  well  married;  and  I  know  (Belthorpe 
is  my  authority )  that  it  has  been  whispered 
in  the  neighbourhood^  that  Lady  Winifred 
wished  she  might  captivate  the  Marquis  of 
Eirdermay." 

''  She  did  me  very  great  honour/'  re- 
plied the  laughing  Malcolm ;  ''  but  from 
my  uncJe  and  cousin*s  account  of  the 
young  lady,  1  am  well  assured  that  we  shall 
liCver  be  nearer  related." 

This  Lady  William  thought  very  pro- 
bable; and  he  was^  by  her  desire,  entering 
into  some  details  respecting  the  origin  of 
Miss  Hannah  Albany,  when  the  family  party 
joined  them ;  and  the  Marquis  retired,  as 
he  had  done  the  night  before,  with  the 
master  of  the  house. 

Donald,  while  assisting  him  to  undress, 
wished,  but  hardly  knew  how,  to  revert 
again  to  the  inhabitant  of  the  mysterious 
turret;  since  Ashton  had  never  alluded  to 
|he  circumstance  daring  the  day,  and  ei- 
n  G  the? 
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t her  was,  or  chose  to  appear,  wholly  un- 
conscious  of  what  he  had  let  drop  the  pre- 
ceding  evening.     Wishing,    however,    to 
draw  his  lord  into  conversation,  he  said — 
''  The  servants  and  hoi^cs  were  very  com- 
fortably situated  at  Chedworth,   which  i^ 
a  very  pleasant  village," — he  went   on — 
*'  though  there  are  no  families  of  note  ia 
it',  if  we   except  Mr.  Langhton's  and  the 
Hector's;  though  there  are  several  rich  far- 
iners,  who  are  tenants- of  the  former  gen^ 
tJeman,    whom    he    grieves    to    think   are 
Protestants;  and  they  as  sincerely  lament 
his  being  a  Catholic,  since  they  are  rack- 
rented,    it  seems — little  as  Mr.  Langhton 
aifects  to  care  about  money;  but  he  has 
those  about  him  who  know  the  full  value 
of  a  guinea — Father  Benedetto  for  one-— 
and  his  jackall,  as  they  term  Mr.  Belthorpe, 
who  are  both  of  them  more  than  disliked 
in    the  village,  since   a  Protestant  might 
die  of  want  at  the  very  gates  of  the  Priory,; 
though    nothing   is   too   good    for  some 

French 
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French  ladies.  Catholics  of  course,  who 
reside  at  Hilton,  about  twa  miles  from 
hence.'* 

"  I  am  sorry  Mr.  Langhton's  charity  is 
so  confined,*'  resumed  our  hero;  "  though 
his  being  a  Catholic  is  alone  sufficient  to 
render  him  unpopular  in  a  country  vil- 
lage.- 

He  then  dismissed.  Donald,  ^vith<)ut,  to 
his  great  disappointment,  touching  upon 
their  over-night's  discourse;  though  our 
hero  certainly  retired  to  bed  less  charit- 
ably disposed  than  ever  towards  Catholicjs 
in  general,  since  no  man  might  have  been 
more  beloved  and  respected  than  Mr, 
-Langhton;  whereas,,  owing  to  his  secluded 
life  and  narrow  mind,  he  was  now  an  ob- 
ject of  hatred  and  derision  evert  to  his 
tenants  [and  neighbours;  and  had,  by  his 
mistaken  severity  and  erroneous  tenets, 
evidently  rendered  his  grandson's  princi- 
ples very  lax,  since  he  fancied  the  mere 
lip-deep  homage  he  offered  his  Creator 
would  atone  for  every  error. 

Donald 
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Donald  \vas  still  less  inclined  to  sleep 
than  his  Iord_,  as  he  was  all  im patience  to 
explore  the  secrets  of  the  turret-chamber, 
yet  could  not  devise  any  scheme  likely  to 
answer  the  desired  end^  since  he  dare  not 
ask  old  Ashton's  assistance,  and  he  knew 
the  Marquis  would  be  seriously  ofTended, 
should  he  undertake  to  fathom  this  mys- 
tery of  his  own  head.  He  had  promised 
not  to  mention  the  circumstance  without 
the  walls,  or  he  might  have  persuaded 
some  of  his  fcllow-servnnts  to  scale  the 
turret  in  the  dark,  and  thus  gratify  his  cu- 
riosity; but  that  might  not  easily  be  done; 
and  much  as  Mr.  Langhton  and  the  priests- 
were  despised  in  the  neighl^onrhood,  it 
might  not  be  safe  to  make  so  daring  an 
attempt  to  penetrate  into  this  mysterious, 
attic. 

At  last,  however,  he  forgot  himselfr 
and  at  his  usual  hour  he  appeared  at  his 
master's  bedside,  whom  he  found  awake, 
having  been,  like  himself,  revolving  in  his 
own  mind,  which  was  the  most  probable 

method 
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'  rnethod  he  could  pursue,  to  satisfy  himself 
respecting  the  person  it  was  supposed  in- 
habited the  room  over  the  Padre's.  Not 
having,  however,  come  to  any  decided  re- 
solution, he  did  not  chuse  to  mention  to 
Donald  what  was  passing  in  his  mind,  for 
fear  it  should  lead  him  to  commit  some 
rash  action,  by  way  of  fathoming  this 
strange  mystery. 

The  morning  proving  as  fine  as  the 
preceding  one,  the  Marquis  gave  orders 
to  have  his  horses  brought  to  the  Priory 
immediately  after  breakfast;  and,  of  course, 
mentioned  his  intention  of  exploring  the 
environs,  when  he  met  the  family.  Mi\ 
Langhton  immediately  desired  hisgrandson 
to  prepare  to  accompany  his  brother,  as 
he  could  point  out  the  pleasantest  paths 
to  his  Lordship,  who,  while  Algernon  was 
gone  to  equip  himself  for  his  ride,  strolled 
out  into  the  gardens  with  Rosalie;  and 
having  led  her,  as  by  chance,  tov;ards  the 
chapel,  he  raised  his  eyes  towards  the  mys- 
terious  turret,   which  he  now   perceived 

5vas^ 
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NvaS;^  as  his  valet  had  represented,  strongly 
fortified  without  side  with  a  strong:  iron 
chevaux  de  frize,  which  was  let  in.to  the 
wall,  that  had  evidently  been  heightened 
very  lately ;  he  also  saw  where  the  Gothic 
windows  in  the  upper  room  once  had 
been;  but  they  were  now  closely  bricked- 
up;  therefore,  the  only  light  the  apart- 
ment could  receive  must  be,  as  Donald 
had  told  him,  from  above. 

''  Are  the  apartments  in  that  turret  oc- 
cupied by  any  of  the  family  ?"  he  carelessly 
asked  his  compa.nion. 

"  The  lower  room  is  merely  an  anti- 
chamber  to  the  chapel,**  she  replied;  ^'Fa- 
ther Benedetto  has  always  inhabited  the 
one  above — those  Gothic  windows  give 
light  to  his  apartment." 

"  Which  must  be  very  lofty,  I  should 
presume — to  judge  by  the  height  of  the 
walls." 

*'  Oh,  there  is  a  third  room  over  the 
Father's,  which  is  fitted  up  for  an  obser- 
vatory, I  have  been  told;  but  1  have  never 

been. 
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been  permitted  to  contemplate  the  pla- 
nets from  thence — though  I  have  been 
assured  there  is  a  very  fine  telescope^  pro- 
perly fixed  for  making  observations,  under 
a  sky-light.  Indeed,  I  recollect  the  turret 
undergoing  a  very  great  alteration,  by  the 
Father's  directions,  to  enable  him  to  study 
astronomy;  and  as  he  has  long  been  sole 
governor  here,  I  never  venture  to  perplex 
him  with  questions  which  he  does  not  chuse 
to  answer." 

*"'  But  why^  dearest  Rosalie,  does  he  not 
suffer  you  to  benefit  by  the  observation  he 
makes  upon  the  heavenly  bodies,  in  this 
iiaid  turret-chamber — since  his  own  room 
is  inaccessible,  Algernon  tells  me  ?" 

"  Had  you  been  brought  up  in  a  Catho- 
lic family,  my  dear  brother,  you  would  not 
have  asked  such  a  question;  since  we  are 
all  required  merely  to  see,  hear,  and  speak, 
as  our  ghostly  father  directs.  The  most 
innocent  curiosity  is  deemed  a  sin,  since 
Father  Benedetto  requires  us  to  be  mere 
r.utomatons  in  his  hands:  a  good  Catholic^ 

according?- 
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nccordiiig  to  his  creed,  is  an  absolute  pas- 
sive machine,  whose  rictions,  nav,  very 
thoughts,  are  all  regulated  \xy  his  or  her 
confessor/* 

Before  the  Marquis  could  reply,  Alger- 
non, who  was  ready  bT)oted  and  spurred, 
came  towards  them,  calling — ''  Brother, 
your  horses  are  arrived — and  mine  is  readvi 
if  you  are  inclined  to  be  moving." 

^^  I  am  at  your  orders,"  was  the  reply. 

"I  wish  you  were  going  with  us,  my 
dear  Rosalie.  Do  you  never  venture  on 
hoJ*seback?" 

"  I  have  never  yet  made  the  attempt. 
Marquis;  and  I  am  fearful  I  should  be  very 
timid  and  very  awkv/ard." 

The  approach  of  Algernon,  with  whom 
they  returned  into  the  house,  prevented 
Malcolm 'from  pursuing  the  subject;  and 
he  proceeded  with  his  brother  across  the 
hall,  who  ran  forward  to  the  great  door» 
and  not  fancying  his  saddle  was  properly 
pjaced,  chose  to  alter  it,  while  the  Mar- 
quis was  taking  leave  of  Lady  William  and 

liis 
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his  sister.  Our  hero's  groom  was  highly 
amused  by  Algernon's  awkwardness;  indeed 
he  could  hardly  keep  his  countenance 
while  holding  his  lord's  stirrup;  but  hav- 
ing at  last  arranged  his  nag  to  his  mind, 
he  mounted^  and  rode  after  his  brother, 
regretting  that  Belthorpe  was  prevented 
from  joining  their  party ;  but  it  being 
Friday,  he  always  devoted  the  morning  of 
that  dav  to  the  confessional  chair,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  household. 

Having  taken  a  pleasant  circuit  of  a 
clozen  miles  or  more,  they  reached  a  small 
retired  hamlet,  at  the  further  extremity  of 
which  stood  a  remarkably  neat  cottage. 

'^  The  French  ladies  I  once  mentioned 
to  you,  brother,  reside  there,'*  said  Alger- 
non, pointing  with  his  whip,  "Madame  de 
La  Tour  and  her  daughter.  I  must  just' 
ask  them  how  they  do,  if  you  have  no 
objection,  as  they  may  feel  offended,  should 
they  see  me  ride  by.  They  both  speak 
very  tolerable  English — but  you  can  talk 
French,  I  dare  s^iy:  as  for  me,  fhave  learnt 

more 
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more  from  Pauline  de  La  Tour  than  Troni 
Belthorpe — I  wished  Rose  to  have  become 
her  pupil;  but  my  mother  is  not  very  fond 
of  French  people  nor  French  manners; 
and  Father  Benny^  as  we  style  him  for 
shortness,  v;ould  not  second  my  plans — 
indeed^  he  wants  to  keep  me  from  visiting 
at  Hilton;  but  Belthorpe  is  my  confessor, 
and  he  says  I  ought  to  be  kind  to  people 
in  distress ;  so  the  Padre's  lectures  are  of 
no  avail :  besides^  why  should  he  hinder 
me  from  associating  with  women  of  rank, 
and  of  whom  he  entertain^  a  very  high 
opinion^  and  whom  I  should  never  see  eke, 
but  of  Sundays  and  holidays? — and  net 
always  on  the  latter,  or  you  would  have 
seen  them  on  Wednesday — but  Madame 
was  not  well.  However,  here  is  their 
door — shall  we  call,  or  will  you  ride  on,, 
while  I  just  say  how  do  ye  ?" 

*'  I  could  not  think  of  being  so  rude," 
rejoined  Malcolm,  which  induced  his  bro- 
ther, who  had  already  reined  in  his  horse^ 
io  call  out — ''Who  is  at   home  there?" 

which 
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M'hi^  was  certainly  proof  positive  of  his 
being  upon  pretty  intimate  terms  with  the 
ladies^  who  soon  appeared  at  their  door, 
-and  having  welcomed  Mr.  Albany,  and 
-expressed  their  joy  to  see  him,  they  hoped 
he  and  his  friend  would  do  them  the  ho- 
nour to  alight. 

*^' Can  you  make  it  worth  our  while?*' 
asked  the  unpolished  Algernon  ;  **  have 
you  any  thing  to  give  us  for  our  luncheon, 
as  I  am  very  hungry  ? — we  have  been 
taking  a. long  ride/' 

''  Then  I  am  very  glad,"  said  Madame, 
in  tolerable  good  English,  ''  that  we  have 
something  Xo  oifer  you,  I  am  sure  you  wiH 
like." 

''What  say  you.  Marquis?'*  cried  Al- 
gernon; "  I  can  make  free,  and  this  is  Fri- 
day— you  take  me?'* 

Our  hero  smiled,  while  the  matron  ex- 
claimed— '*  The  Marquis  of  Endermay,  I 
presume?  Why  did  not  you  introduce  us 
to  his  Lordship,  Mr.  Albany  ?  every  avowed 
enemy   of  Buonaparte,   and  such   are  all 

officers. 
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officers^  I  hail  as  the  saviours  of  my  poor 
distracted  country/' 

During  this  speech  Algernon  had  dis- 
mounted, and  having  thrown  the  bridle  of 
his  horse  over  the  railing  in  front  of  the 
cottage^  he  ran  forward  with  Pauline^  to 
inspect  the  larder,  he  said.  Madame  chose 
to  remain  at  the  gate  till  the  Marquis 
alighted;  and  while  so  doing,  owing  to, a 
glass  opposite  the  parlour  window^  he  per- 
ceived his  brother  saluting  Pauline  very 
cordially;  but  almost  immediately  running 
out  again,  he  cried — ''  Come  along,  bro- 
ther— faith  !  considering]^  the  dav,  we  are  in 
high  luck/' 

Malcolm  gave  him  credit  for  his  attempt 
to  dupe  him  into  a  belief  that  he  had  been 
visiting  the  larder;  but  as  Madame  re- 
in ained  stationary,  he  gave  his  horse  to  his 
groom,  who  with  difficulty  suppressed  his 
smiles,  having  been  no  less  clear-sighted 
than  his  lord,  who  now  followed  the  lady 
of  the  house  into  the  cottage,  where  Pau- 
line and  a  scrvant-girl  were  busily  em- 
5  ployed 
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ployed  in  decorating  the  table,  in  a  very 
decent  parlour ;  and  a  cold  partridge  pie, 
potted  hare,  &c.  were  soon  set  out, 

"  Come,  brother,  we  will  dispense  with 
grace  for  once  :  this  is  fast-day  at  home,  so 
I  generally  contrive  to  call  her^  by  way  of 
laying  in  a  good  foundation  previous  to 
our  fish-dinner/*' 

Malcohn  felt  hurt  at  this  open  derelic- 
tion from  the  tenets  of  his  belief;  but  not 
chusing  to  express  his  disapprobation, 
merely  said—''  You  have  not  introduced 
me  to  these  ladies,  Algernon.'' 

''  Oh,  I  never  stand  upon  ceremony. 
But  this  is  Madame,  the  Marchioness  de 
La  Tour,  whose  husband  was  a  rnarquis, 
and  an  officer  like  you — she  was  lady  of 
honour  to  the  late  Queen  of  France — his 
Lordship  was  guillotined  by  Robespierre; 
and  she,  after  being  confined,  for  God 
knows  how  long,  with  Mademoiselle  Pau- 
line, at  last,  at  the  risk  of  her  own  life, 
and  that  of  some  of  her  friends,  made  her 
escape  to  England;  and  the  Bishop  of  St. 

Pol 
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Pol  de  Leon  recommended  her  to  Padre 
Benedetto^  as  she  wished  to  live  in  the 
country But  enough  of  melancholy  re- 
trospections— let  lis  endeavour  to  drown 
sorrow ;  what  signifies  reverting  to  the 
past  ?  let  ITS  enjoy  the  present.  Ladies^ 
this  is  my  brother-in-law,  the  Marquis  of 
Endermay ;  and  when  you  know  more  of 
him,  you  will  like  him  as  well  as  I  do/* 

Madzjme,  who  had  had  recourse  to  her 
cambric  handkerchief,  during  this  short 
recapitulation  of  her  misfortunes,  soon  re- 
covered her  spirits,  and  pressed  the  Mar- 
quis very  much  to  partake  of  the  dainties 
befo^'e  him.  He  bejrged  to  be  excused,  as 
Mr.  Langhton  dined  so  early,  and  he  very 
seldom  took  any  thing  between  meals. 

''  But  you  will  only  have  fish  and  eggs 
at  the  Priory,"  cried  Algernon,  helping 
himself  to  some  partridge-pie. 

''  They  will  be  a  greater  treat  to  me  than 
to  you,"  was  the  reply;  ''  but  were  I  to 
follow  )'t>ur  example,  I  should  not  be  able 
to  do  any  honour  to  my  dinner." 

*'Thcii 
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*''  Then  do  as  you  please,  as  I  must  sink 
the  lunchemi  at  home;  for  grandfather  is 
even  a  more  strict  observer  of  fast  days 
than  the  Padre— ^is  he  not,  Madame?** 

"  They  are  both  excellent  men,  my  young 
friend;  Father  Benedetto  is,  perhaps,  ra- 
ther the  most  indulgent  of  the  two :  and  I 
own,  I  think,  at  your  age,  you  require 
more  solid  food  than  you  are  allowed,  on 
these  days,  to  partake  of  at  the  Priory,  else 
I  would  not  tempt  you  to  break  through 
the  almost  monastic  rules  of  that  house/' 

This  was  evidently  said  to  excuse  her- 
self to  our  hero,  for  conniving  at  what  he 
was  convinced  Mr.  Langhton  would  have 
reprobated  in  the  most  severe  manner. 
While,  however,  Algernon  was  gratifying 
his  appetite  with  these  forbidden  viands, 
she  expatiated  upon  the  miseries  she  had 
endured  since  the  revolution.  Malcolm 
could  only  wonder  she  had  survived  the 
sufferings  which,  according  to  her  own 
account,  she  had  undergone;  since,  having 
been  in  the  suite  of  the  unfortunate  Maria 

VOL.  II,  E  Antoinette, 
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Antoinette,  she  had  been  in  a  peculiar 
perilous  situation:  but  as  neither  her  man- 
ners nor  address  led  him  to  suppose  she 
had  ever  been  even  presented  at  Ver- 
sailles, he  paid  very  little  attention  to  her 
prolix  narrative.  Pauline  was  very  liand- 
some,  and  no  fool,  he  thought.  Madame 
bad  also  the  remains  of  a  fine  face,  and 
had  been  once,  he  could  suppose,  very  like 
her  daughter,  to  whom  she  still  bore  a  great 
resemblance;  Of  Belthorpe  they  both 
spoke  in  the  highest  terms;  Madame  had 
known  him  abroad,  and  had  long  felt  the 
greatest  esteem  for  him  :  but  as  our  hero 
was  by  no  means  interested  in  these  de- 
tails, he  reminded  his  brother  that  time 
%vore,  hinting  that  he  should  not  chuse  to 
make  dinner  wait  at  the  Priory. 

''  Nor  I,  by  Jove  !  so  we  will  be  O.B.G. 
as  Belthorpe  says,  if  you  will  neither  eat 
nor  drink  any  thing." 

Malcolm  again  excused  himself;  and  at 
last,  to  his  great  joy,  they  were  suffered  to 
depart;  Madame  hoping  that  the  Marquis 

\vowld 
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iv^ould  look  in  upon  them  again^  during 
bis  mornirig  airings^  whil-e  at  the  Priory. 
He  merely  bowed  in  reply^  not  feeling  at 
all  in<:lined  to  b^  upon  a  more  intimate 
footing  with  them;  though  from  various 
remarks  which  he  made^  which  rather 
raised  Madame  in  his  opinion^  he  was  con^ 
vinced  that  she  did  not  wish  Pauline  and 
his  brother  to  be  upon  the  intimate  terms 
they  evidently  were  ;  for  which  he  gave 
her  great  credit,  as  she  must  be  conscious 
that  Mr..  Langhton  would  never  forgive  his 
marrying  even  a  Catholic^  who  was  a  mere 
dependant  upon  his  bounty. 

Having  ridden  from  the  door^  Algernon 
inquired  vfhat  he  thought  of  Madame  and 
Pauline. 

''  I  have  seen  too  little  of  them,  to  ven- 
ture to  give  an  opinion  of  them/* 

"  They  are  reallv  women  of  ranlc/' was 
the  rejoinder;  "  Belthorpe  knew  Madame 
when  she  lived  in  ju3t  such  a  style  as  you 
do  at  home ;  and  he  thinks  that;,  after  a 
time,  Pauline  may  come  in  for  some  of 
t:  ?  her 
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3ier  father*s  fortune,  as  she  was  so  young 
ivhen  he  was  guillotined — he  was  Madame*s 
confessor  at  Paris." 

/'  And  pray,  who  confesses  Pauline 
now  ?*'  asked  his  Lordship,  in  a  droll  tone^ 
looking  full  at  his  brother. 

*'  Oh,  he  does  of  course :  she  w^as  for 
some  years  at  the  convent  at  Pontoise, 
near  Paris,  to  which  he  was  confessor — that 
brought  him  acquainted  with  the  mother.*' 

"  And  must  she  inform  him  how  tenderly 
you  saluted  her  this  morning  ?" 

''  Oh,  fie!'*  replied  the  rather-confused 
Algernon  ;  '^  what,  kiss  and  tell !  that  forms 
no  part  of  our  creed — and  I  cannot  often 
do  so,  for  Madame  has  an  eye  like  a  hawk. 
The  Padre  would  condemn  me  to  spend 
half  my  days,  if  not  nights,  for  six  months, 
in  the  chapel,  if  he  was  as  wise  as  you  are— 
so,  for  God's  sake,  don't  mention  the  cir- 
cumstance at  home ;  let  me  tell  where  we 
have  been,  and  all  about  it,  and  I  warrant 
me  I  will  bring  myself  off  with  flying  co- 
lours; thoiagh,  as  I  told  you  before.  Father 

Benny 
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Benny  does  not  approve  of  my  visiting 
Hilton." 

^'  Would  Mr.  Langhton  be  more  indul- 
gentj  were  he  to  know  why  you  visit 
there?" 

*'  Not  he;,  truly ;  he  makes  no  allowances 
for  youth ;  now  the  Father  does  wink  af 
sonve  things— but  as  for  grandfather,  his 
heart,  as  Belthorpe  says,  is  impenetrable  ; 
lie  was  never  in  love  but  with  his  patroi* 
saint—^I  only  wonder  he  ever  married;  and 
my  mother  has  a  good  deal  of  his  coldness 
about  her.  As  for  me,  I  take  after  our 
father,  I  am  sure,  for  T  love  a  pretty  girl, 
and  a  drop  of  good  wine,  to  my  soul." 

Our  hero  did  not  chuse  to  contradict 
him,  though  he  was  well  convinced  that  he 
bore  very  little  resemblance  to  his  father, 
even  in  point  of  disposition,  who,  though 
a  very  dissipated,  and,  in  many  respects,  a 
very  immoral  character,  was  by  no  means 
addicted  to  low  pursuits, .nor  to  the  bottle. 
Malcolm  was  therefore  more  inclined  to 
compare  his  brother  to  their  deceased 
E  3  uncle. 
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unclej  whcxm  he  thought  he  bid  very  fair 
to  emulate,  whenever  he  became  his  own. 
master. 

Having  reached  the  Priory  portal  during 
his  reverie,  our  hero  alighted  and  delivered 
his  horse  to  his  groom,  walking  forwards 
with  his  brother,  who  whispered,  when 
they  s^parat  j1  in  the  hall — "Not  a  word  of 
thekpcheon,  or  the  kiss,  if  you  have  asy 
^•ega^d  for  me." 

''  I  shrpll  siifTer  you  to  tell  your  own 
stwy^"  "Vv'^s  the  reply,  hastening  to  his  own 
rporn,  convinced  that  Algernon's  princi- 
ples w^ere  very  relaxed.  Ke  was,  therefore, 
rather  undecided  whether  he  should  invite 
him  to  visit  him  in  London;  since,  like 
Xady  Winifred,  he  foresaw  that  many  of 
his  follies  would  be  laid  at  his  door. 

As  he  seemed  lost  in  thought  while 
dressing,  Donald  durst  not  break  in  upon 
his  reverie,  though  when  he  had  occasion 
to  speak  to  the  valet,  it  was  with  his  usual 
affability;  .and  while  he  was  heipl-ng  him  on 
with    his    coat  and   waistcoat,    certain   he 

would. 


tANGHTON    PRIORY,  79 

would  learn  the  circumstanee  from-  the 
groom,  and  wishing  to  hear  the  general 
ooinion  which  was  entertained  of  them, 
his  Lordship  said — ^'  I  called  with  m  j  bro- 
ther upon  the  French  ladies  you  have  heard 
mentioned,  Donald;  they  are  very  com- 
fcrtabJy  situated  at  Hilton,  and  are  very 
pleasant  chatty  women;  the  French  revo- 
lution obliged  them  to  emigrate,  and  their 
being  Catholics  has  interested  this  family  in 
their  favour.** 

Now  Donald  had  heard  these  said  ladies 
spoken  of*  very  lightly  at  the  NagVhead ; 
and  even  Ashton  had  hinted,  that  he  be- 
lieved Mr.  Eelthorpe  ccnsoled  Madame  for 
the  loss  of  the  Marquis;  but  he  durst  not 
retail   these  scandalous  suggestions  to  his 
lord;  therefore  merely  replied— *'*  He  had 
heard  Hilton  was  a  very  pleasant  place;*' 
but  did  not  venture  to  make  any  remarks* 
upon,  the  emiprants,  which  was  a  convin-. 
cing  proof  to  his  master,  that  he  had>^t' 
keard  them  spoken  of  in  very  high  terais*,^.,- 
E.  4  ''  Has 
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''  Has  Ashton  ever  renewed  the  subject 
you  discoursed  upon  the  other  night?*' 
inquired  our  hero. 

''  Never,  my  Lord;  but  I  am  sure  he  told 
me  truth  in  some  respects;  since  I  have 
minutely  examined  the  turret  from  the 
road;,  and  it  is  very  easy  to  perceive  that 
the  windows  have  been  bricked  up,  and  that 
it  is  fortified  even  against  the  approach 
of  cats — for  even  they  would  hardly  dare 
to  scale  the  cheroaux  de  frize  that  runs- 
round  the  upper  wall/' 

"Very  probably  they  were  the  occasion 
cf  its  being  put  up;  since  the  Father  might 
apprehend  they  would  break  the  sky-light, 
and  damage  his  instruments,  in  their  noc- 
turnal rambles;  as  I  understand,  and  from 
very  good  authority,  the  upper  room  is 
really  an  observarory.*' 

"May  be  so,  my  Lord;  but  I  cannot 
help  having  my  doubts — since  telescopes 
neither  eat  nor  drink.  However,  it  cer- 
tainly do^  not  concern  me;  though  I  can- 
not 
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not  help  being  anxious  to  discover  why  so 
much  pains  were  taken  to  render  this  attic 
inaccessible." 

The  last  dinner-bell  prevented  our  hero 
from  replying,  as  he  hastened  down  to 
join  the  family. 


GHAP.  IV. 


Mr.  Langhton  thought  it  necessary  to  apo- 
logize to  his  guest,  for  setting  him  down 
to  a  Ifest-dinner;  alledging  that  he  dare  not 
place  temptation  in  the  way  of  his  house- 
hold. The  Marquis  again  assured  him  that 
he  was  very  partial  to  fish;  and  he  was  not 
sorry  to  see  a  blush  of  shame  tinge  his 
brother's  cheeks,  when  he  caught  his  eyes 

F  5  up*  n 
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upon  him.  The  cloth  being  removed,  the 
conversation  naturally  turned  upon  the 
environs  of  the  Priory  ;  and  Mr.  Langhton 
asked  his  grandson,  where  he  had  taken 
the  Marquis  of  Endermay  ?  He  detailed 
the  route  they  had  gone,  adding— '^  We 
took  Hilton  in  our  way  home.  Madame 
de  La  Tour  was  at  her  gate  when  we  rode 
by,  and  pressed  us  so  much  to  alight,  my 
brother  agreed  to  oblige  her.'' 

Malcolm  felt  his  colour  rise,  while  Al- 
gernon was  thus  distorting  facts ;  still  he 
did  not  chuse  to  contradict  him. 

''  Madame  de  La  Tour  is  a  very  sensi- 
ble, well-informed  w^oman,'*  rejoined  Mr. 
Langhton,  ''and  extremely  grateful  for  the 
trifling  favours  I  have  conferred  upon 
her." 

'^  She  is  certainly  truly  deserving  cf  the 
recommendation  the  Bishop  of  St.  Pol  de 
Leon  gave  her/'  obtruded  the  Father,  "  as 
£he  conforms  in  every  respect -to  her  cir- 
ctimstanees;  and  there  is  no  small  merit  in 

so 
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SO  doing,  when  people,  like  her,  have 
moved  in  the  first  circles." 

'*  I  perfectly  agree  with  you.  Father," 
said  our  hero,  who  conceived  the  friar's 
last  speech  was  particularly  addressed  to 
him;  '^  yet,  as  Madame  de  La  Tour  is  par- 
tial, she  told  me,  to  a  country  life,  she 
cannot  be  more  agreeably  situated.** 

Lady  V/illiara  did  not  jpin  in  the  con- 
versation; and  Rosalie  busied  herself  in 
paring  a  golden  pippin,  not  feeling  in- 
clined to  say  any  thing  in  favour  of  these 
said  amiable  emigrants.  ^  Mr.  Langhton 
believed  they  were  very  devoutly  inclined, 
adding—^'  Had  the  English  laws  tolerated 
her  so  doing,  Mademoiselle  Pauline  Vv'ished 
to  have  taken  the  veil;  but  though  many 
religious  communities  have  been  received 
in  Great  Britain,  they  are  not  suffered,  I 
understand,  to  increase  their  numbers.'* 

Belthorpe  neither  seemed  nor  felt  ex- 
actly at  his  ease;  and  was,  in  his  soul,  very 
angry  with  his. pupil,  for  having  taken  his 
brother  to  Hilton;  as  his  want  of  appetite 
e6  at-: 
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at  dinner  convinced  him  that  he  had  broke 
his  fast  at  the  cottage ;  and  he  had  seen' 
enough  of  the  young  soldier  to  know,  that 
he  acted  strictly  up  to  his  own  profession 
of  faith,  therefore  certainly  would  not 
approve  of  some  of  Algernon's  priyate 
indulgences;  but  as  this  was  not  the  time 
to  vent  his  spleen  upon  his  unguarded: 
pupil,  he  lamented,  with  Mr.  Langhton, 
that  the  fair  Pauline  stood  no  chance  of 
increasing  the  sisterhood  of  nuns. 

Malcolm,  not  chusing  to  speak  his  real 
sentiments  of  the  young  lady,  remained' 
silent,  and  was  not  sorry  when  Mr.  Langh- 
ton  again  challenged  him  to  a  game  at 
chess;  and  they  were  no  sooner  seated  at 
the  board,  than  the  friar  withdrew,  possi- 
bly to^his  private  devotions;  and  Bdlthorpe 
and  his  pupil  retired  into  their  study, 
where  the  former  gently  blamed  his  eUve 
for  having  taken  the  Marquis  to  Hilton, 
and  still  more  for  having  indulged  his  ap* 
petite  before  him. 

Algernon  laughed  at   his  scruples,  de- 
I  daring 
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daring  his  brother  saw  nothing  reprehen- 
sible in  his  conduct — ''  He  was  not  hunorrv. 
else  he  would  have  followed  my  example. 
You  know  what  he  said  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew— and  I  tell  you  it  is  only  politeness 
that  prevents  him  from  laughing  in  the 
Padre's  face,  when  he  gives  him  his  bles^ 
sing,  and  mumbles  out  benedicite.  He  will 
never  peach,  I  am  convinced — nay,  for 
fear  he  should  unawares  blunder  out  with 
any  thing  that  might  bring  me  into  any 
trouble,  he  desired  me  to  tell  my  story  my 
own  way.'* 

''  That  was  certainly  very  kind ;  still  I 
would  have  you  be  more  upon  your  guard 
—Lady  William  is  Very  much  attached  to 
your  brother,  and  if  she  should  close  ques- 
tion him,  your  visits  at  the  cottage  might 
be- absolutely  forbidden/' 

This  surmise  induced  Langhton  to  pro^ 
mise  he  would  be  more  circumspect,  though 
he  was  sure  the  Marquis  w^ould  not  make 
mischief;  yet  he  felt  rather  uneasy,  when 
Malcolm  and  her  Ladyship  were,  as  usual, 

lef| 
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lef't  iete-d^iete  during  vespers;  and  certainly - 
the  latter  immediately  reverted  to  the  la- 
dies at  Hilton^  seriously  inquiring,  what 
his  Lordship  thought  of  them  ?  He  alledged 
having  seen  too  little  of  them^  to  have 
formed  any  correct  opinion  of  them ; 
though  he  acknowledged  he  much  doubted 
Madame  de  La  Tour's  ever  having  filled  a 
distrnguished  post  at  Versailles. 

''  Oh,  I  have  never  been  the  dupe  of 
that  improbable  fiction/*  rejoined  her  La- 
dyship, "  her  manners  are  such  a  palpable  • 
contradiction  to  the  tale  ;  indeed,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  entertain  but  a  very  slight 
opinion  of  both  mother  and  daughter, 
though  Lam  under  the  necessity  of  treat- 
ing them  with  common  civility  when  they 
visit  the  Friory;  The  mother  has  been 
handsome>  and  Pauline  is  certainly  a  very 
fine  girl— Algernon  is,  I  fear,  of  the  same 
opinion;  for  I  have  often  watched  them 
both,  when  I  ought  to  have  been  other- 
wise employed:  but  when  I  fancy  the 
happiness  of  my  children  is  at  stake,  I  am 
^  even 
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even  inattentive  to  my  duty  at  chapel.  I 
irope  my  son  is  not  a  frequent  visitor  at. 
the  cottage- — did  he  seem  to  be  upon  a 
very  intimate  footing  there.  Marquis  ? 
Your  rising  colour  is  a  sufficient  answer  to 
my  question.'* 

''^Nay,  positively^  my  dear  Maoam,  you 
misinterpret  my  change  of  colour.  How- 
ever, whether  Madame  de  La  Tour  was 
or  was  not  dame  d'honneiir  to  the  beau- 
tiful Antoinette,  she  does  not  appear  in- 
clined to  encourage  any  intimacy  be- 
tween my  brother  and  Pauline,  whom  I 
own,  nevertheless;  I  wish  was  immured  in 
some  convent,  since  she  is  so  anxious  to 
retire  from  the  world.  Yet,  as  Father  Ee- 
nedetto  almost  prohibits  Algernon's  visits 
to  Hilton,  I  think  you  have  no  need  to 
alarm  yourself;  besides,  I  hope  my  uncle 
will  prevail  upon  Mr.  Langhton  to  allow 
my  brother  to  visit  London  this  spring. 
Lady  Winifred,  I  have  already  told  you, 
talks  of  doing  so,  and  of  asking  my  sister 
to  bear  her  company;  which  must,  in  my 

opinion, 
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Opinion^  induce  Mr.  Langhton  to  allo^ 
Algernon  also  to  leave  the  Priory,  when, 
admitting  he  may  be  rather  too  partial  to 
the  fair  emigreCj  he  will  soon  forget  her.** 

'^  There  is  certainly  great  justice  in 
your  remark.  Marquis;  and  I  do  hope  my 
father  will  agree  to  your  very  obliging 
proposal;  but  my  son  is  so  entirely  de^- 
pendant  upon  him,  I  dare  not  take  so  ac- 
tive a  part  as  I  could  wish  in  the  business. 
At  Mr.  Langhton's  demise,  the  Priory  and 
the  annexed  estate  will  descend  to  me,  and 
in  due  course  of  time  to  Algernon ;  whe- 
ther he  could  cut  him  off  with  a  shilling, 
I  cannot  pretend  to  say — I  only  know  that 
he  certainly  would  do  so,  were  he  to  incur 
his  serious  displeasure ;  at  all  events,  he 
would  not  come  in  for  a  shilling  of  his 
personals,  which  must  amount  to  a  very 
considerable  sum — though,  I  believe.  Fa- 
ther Benedetto  distributes  something  very 
handsome  yearly,  in  charity — among  Ca- 
tholics, of  course;  and  we  have  none  in 
this  neighbourhood,  if  I  except  the  emi- 

grces; 
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grees;  therefore  the  poor  of  this  parish- are 
not  included  in  these  donations,  which  I 
think  very  wrong:  but  I  am  a  mere  cypher 
in  the  family;  and  though  I  now  and  then, 
through  the  means  of  my  maid,  am  able  to 
relieve  a  few  poor  women  in  Chedworth, 
I  am  confident  we  must  be  all  despised  and 
disliked  in  the  village," 

*'  I  have  been  aisured  that  every  body 
does  justice  to  your  merits.  Lady  "William; 
indeed,  the  whole  blame  seems  to  fall, 
where  it  ought,  npon  Father  Benedetto/* 

'^  I  am  sometimes  inclined  to  think  lam 
too  passive,*'  resumed  her  Ladyship;  "  but 
it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  reconcile  opposite 
duties;  and  were  I  to  act  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  my  father's  will,  it  would  be  a 
bad  example  for  my  children." 

Our  hero  perfectly  agreed  with  this  ex- 
cellent woman;  but  the  return  of  the  fa^ 
mily  prevented  him  from  telling  her  so;; 
and  at  his  usual  hour  he  retired  for  the 
night.  While  undressing,  he  was  medi- 
tating how  to  satisfy  his  curiosity  respect* 
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ing  the  supposed  observatory;  and  thought 
the  best  time  to  explore  its  mysteries 
would  be  at  seven  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, while  all  the  family  were  at  mass. 
Should  he,  or  should  he  not,  inform  Do- 
nald of  his  intentions,  he  considered.  AX- 
lasl,  however^  he  resolved  to  ascend  the 
roof  alone,  as  he  knew  there  was  a  trap- 
door which  opened  upon  the  leads,  in  the 
luiTjber-room  adjoining  the  Padre's  vaulta^ 
and  the  ladder  to  ascend  to  it  he  had  seen 
lying  by  the  side  of  the  wall;  he  had^ 
therefore,  .no  need  to  inquire  his  Vvay,  as 
this  opening  must  be  within  a  few  paces 
of  the  turret  he  wished  to  examitie;  and 
should  he  be  obliged  to  relinquish  his  in- 
tention, he  did  not  wish  to  have  r,ny  one 
privy  to  his  mortification  r  therefore  dis- 
missing his  valet  as  usual,  v^'ho  had  been 
surprised  at  his  unusual  taciturnity,  he  re- 
tired to  bed,  to  meditate  more  at  his  case 
upon  the  attempt  he  was  resolved  to  make. 
In  consequence  he  was  up  and  dressed  by 
seven   o'clock,  but  waited  very  patiently 
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till  the  bell  for  mass  bad  ceased^  as  the 
family  were  then,  he  conceived,  all  safe  in 
the  chapel ;  and  sincerely  did  he  rejoice  at 
Donald's  having  taken  upon  him  to  light 
his  fire,  since  the  uncertainty  of  the  house- 
maid's coming;  into  his  room  would  else 
have  prevented  him  from  making,  at  least, 
an  attempt  to  gratify  his  curiosity  At 
last,  having  put  hi^  head  without  the  door, 
and  convinced  hiniBel-f  that  no  one  was 
moving  in  any  direction,  he  walked  as 
gently  as  possible  towards  the  lumber- 
rooQij  arid,  as  a  preliminary  step,  took  a 
peep  into  the  vaulta — no  one  was  there; 
therefore,  after  bolting  himself  in,  to  avoid 
being-taken  by  surprise,  he  placed  the  lad- 
der, and  after  cautiously  undrawing  half- 
a-dozen  bolts  in  various  directions,  he  got 
cut  into  a  wide  gutter,  close  to  the  turret;, 
but  found,  upon  a  nearer  inspection  of  the 
chevaux  de  frize,  which  surmounted  the 
walls,  that  it  would  be  no  very  easy  task 
to  obtain  a  glimpse »of  the  sky-light;  and 
except  he  could  look  down  that^  he  should: 

note 
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not  be  able  to  ascertain  whether  the  attic 
was  inhabited  or  not :  yet,  to  have  taken 
so  mwch  trouble,  without  at  last  gratifying 
his  curiosity,  would  be  very  provoking, 
he  conceived.  He  miglit  have  made  shift 
to  scramble  up  the  wail,  he  thought;  but 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  clear  the  iron 
spikes,  which  projecrerl  in  every  direction, 
and  which  were  at  least  eight  feet  from  the 
place  where  he  stood ;  and  should  he  be 
caught  in  them,  which  was  not  improbable, 
he  might  pay  pretty  dear  for  his  folly. 
He  was,  therefore,  preparing  to  return^, 
when,  upon  setting  his  foot  upon  the  lad- 
der, he  reflected  that  he  might,  with  the  aid 
of  that,  scale  the  wall,  if  not  clear  the 
clicmux  de  frize;  and  as  he  only  wanted  to 
look  down  the  sky-light,  he  hoped  he 
should  be  able  to  do  that;  he  was  therefore 
preparing  to  draw  the  ladder  up,  when  in 
bending  down  to  effect  his  purpose,  he 
caught  sight  of  a  large  mat,  which  had 
evidently  been  left  in  that  room  for  the 
workmen  to  wipe  their  feet  upon^  when 

tllC}S 
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tliey  came  down  from  their  labour ;  he 
therefore  hastily  descended  in  search  of  it, 
conceiving  it  might  be  of  service  to  him ; 
and  upon  a  nearer  inspection,  he  found  it 
so  completely  stiffened  with  dirt,  and 
being  of  the  kind  he  had  seen  sailors 
making  on  board  ship,  he  was  convinced 
that  even  the  spikes  of  the  clievaux  defrize 
would  not  be  able  to  penetrate  it.  He 
therefore  eagerly  seized  it;  and  having 
once  more  ascended  the  ladder^  hastily 
pulled  it  up  after  him,  and  placed  it  against 
the  turret-wall;  it  was  rather  shorter  than 
he  could  have  wished;  but  having,  when 
he  reached  the  top,  flung  his  mat  over  the 
projecting  spikes,  which  he  found  were 
unable  to  penetrate  through  the  thick  coat 
of  dirt  it  had  imbibed,  he,  with  some  diffi- 
cultyj  and  no  small  risk,  at  last,  seated  him- 
self upon  the  summit  of  the  iron  fortifica- 
tion; but  even  then  he  could  not  look 
down  the  sky-light,  as  the  small  dome  in 
which  it  was,  was  in  the  very  centre  of  tbge 
turret. 

Resolved^ 
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Resolved,    however,    not    to   be    disap- 
pointed, now  he  had  got  so  far,  he  pidled 
the  ladder  up,  and  having  fixed  it  on  the 
Other  side,  socn  descended  upon  the  leads 
which  surrounded  the  dome,  towards  which 
he  hastily  apj^foached,  and  upon  looking 
down,  met  the  eyes  of  a  young  man,  nearly 
about  his  own  age,  v/ho  was  in  the  very 
act  of  putting  on  a  loose  great-coat;  but 
who,  having  been  disturbed  by  tile  noise 
our  hero  had  necessarily  made,  cautiously 
ilshe  had  endeavoured  toir.ove,  stood  with 
llis  arms  extended,  and  his  eves  fixed  upon 
the  unexpected  intruder,  whose  animated 
bandsome  countenance  did  not  lead  him  to 
apprehend  he  had  m/uch  to  fear;  and  as  far 
as  signs  could  reassure  him,  Malcolm  tried 
to  do  so,  giving  him  to  understand  he  wished 
to  speak  to  him;  which  induced  him,  after 
wrapping    himself    in    his  great-coat,    by 
means  of  a  line,  to  ope'n  a  pane  in  the 
sky-'.ight,  the  fiame  of  which  v^as  all  iron; 
and  the  small  opening  he  seemed  to  have 
it  in  his  power  to  make^  would  not  ha\e 
3  sufficed 
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miftlced  to  pass  his  head  through.  Lean- 
ing over,  our  hero  inquired — '^  Why  are 
you  confined  in  this  strange  way  ?" 

The  prisoner  shook  his  head^  as  much  as 
to  say — ''  I  do  not  understand  you."  And 
as  his  Lordship  had  spoken  rather  low,  for 
fear  of  being  overheard,  he  tried  to  put 
his  face  more  through  the  opening;  and 
the  person  he  wished  to  address;  no  less 
anxious  to  know  whf>  he  was,  and  from 
whence  he  came,  mounted  upon  a  table 
which  was  standing  directly  under  the 
dome,  and  upon  which  some  books  were 
lying;  and  as  the  Marquis  addressed  him  a 
second  time  to  no  purpose,  he  made  him  a 
sign  to  hand  him  one  of  the  books,  which, 
having  previously  placed  a  chair  upon  his 
table,  he  was  abl6  to  do. 

Never  had  our  hero  been  more  inte- 
rested in  favour  of  any  fellow-creature; 
since,  though  faf  from  clean  in  point  of 
appearance,  and  seeming  asif  he'had  never 
been  allowed  the  luxury*  of  a  razor,  his 
dark  hazel  eyes   beamed  with  sensibility, 

blended. 
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-blended,  our  hero  thought,  with  gratitude* 
who  hastily  opening  the  book  he  had  given 
him,  found  it  was  the  life  of  some  Romish 
saint  in  Italian;  therefore  instantly  addres- 
sing the  prisoner  in  that  language,  he  asked 
— *'  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  why  are  you 
confined  here  ?'* 

The  wan  countenance  of  the  person  he 
addressed  instantly  became  animated,  and 
he  hastily  exclaimed — ''  Am  I  then  so  hap- 
py as  to  be  addressed  in  the  only  language 
I  understand,  and  by  a  total  stranger  ?  May 
I  inquire  who  you  are,  and  how  you  readied 
my  prison  window  ?'* 

''  You  are  then,  as  I  suspected,  a  pri- 
soner," rejoined  the  Marquis.  ''  A  strange 
story  respecting  the  room  you  occupy, 
induced  me  to  scale  the  surrounding  walls, 
to  satisfy  my  curiosity;  and  I  have  seized 
the  only  time  that  I  could  have  done  so, 
unknown  to  the  family.  So  let  me  know" 
whether  I  can  be  of  any  service  to  you; 
"^ince  I  give  you^iy  word,  I  am  a  man  of 
honour,  and  have  both  the  power  and  the 

will 
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Tvill  to  alleviate  the  miseries  of  my  fellow- 
creatures.  But  moments  even  are  pre- 
cious— therefore^  be  candid,  and  tell  me 
who  you  are,  and  what  means  I  can  pur- 
sue to  convince  you  of  the  sincerity  of  my 
offers." 

This  kind  speech  brought  tears  into  the 
prisoner's  eyes,  who,  at  last,  faltered  put — 
"  Your  time  must  be  too  limited  to  listen 
to  my  short  but  sad  story.  Had  I  pen  and 
ink,  I  think  I  could  convince  you  that  I  am 
deserving  of  your  pity." 

''I  will  provide  you  with  writing  mate- 
rials very  speedily,"  rejoined  the  Marquis; 
*'  but  as  you  value  the  friendship  of  a  man 
whose  curiosity,  and  a  sort  of  vague  hope 
that  he  might  be  serviceable  to  a  fellow- 
creature,  has  induced  him,  at  some  risk,  to 
pay  you  this  unauthorised  visit,  be  cau- 
tious— do  not  let  a  word,  or  even  gesture, 
escape  you,  likely  to  create  a  suspicion  of 
your  having  seen  any  one,  in  the  mind  of 
those  by  whom  you  are  confined." 

While  speaking,  the  Marquis  returned 
VOL,  II.  F  him 
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him  the  book,  which  having  received,  he 
raised  his  eyes  to  Heaven,  saying,  in  Italian 
— ''  By  the  sacred  name  of  that  all-power- 
ful Being,  who  can  alone  read  the  secrets 
of  all  hearts,  and  who  often,  by  the  most 
extraordinary  means,  brings  criminals  to 
justice,  I  here  swear  never  to  mention  hav- 
ing seen  you." 

Tears  of  joy  and  gratitude  almost  choked 
his  utterance,  as  he  concluded ;  and  our 
hero,  who  was  also  very  much  aflfected, 
after  a  moment's  pause  resumed — ''  I  am 
upon  a  visit  at  the  Priory,  and  shall  pro- 
bably spend  at  least  another  week  here. 
As  I  told  you  before,  from  some  unguarded 
words  which  an  old  servant  dropped,  I 
suspected  that  there  was  some  mystery  at- 
tached to  the  room  you  occupy;  and  I 
have,  to  my  great  satisfaction,  gratified  my 
curiosity.  I  cannot  positively  settle  when 
I  can  see  you  again;  but  I  have  a  confi- 
dential servant,  who  has  lived  with  me 
from  my  infancy ;  he  shall  endeavour  to 
reach  your  prison  window  this  evening; 

as 
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as  a  token  that  he  comes  from  me,  he  shall 
bring  you  pen,  ink,  and  paper;  and  he  shall 
rap  at  your  sky-light,  soon  after  seven 
o'clock,  when  the  family  will  all  be  at 
vespers.  Should,  however,  any  thing  un- 
foreseen prevent  his  doing  so^  depend 
upon  seeing  me  again,  at  this  hour  to- 
morrow morning,  when  I  will  furnish  you 
with  writing  materials,  as  I  am  extremely 
anxious  to  learn  why  you  are  thus  myste- 
riously confined.  So,  for  both  our  sakes, 
be  upon  your  guard;  and  let  me  intreat 
you  would  be  perfectly  sincere  in  your 
communications ;  since  I  must  be  more 
acquainted  with  many  circumstances  res- 
pecting you,  than  I  am  at  present,  before  I 
can  venture  to  interfere  in  your  behalf* 

"  I  will  write  you  all  I  know  respecting 
myself,  generous  stranger,  which  is  but 
little,  since  I  have  been,  in  some  respects^ 
secluded  from  the  world  from  my  earliest 
infancy.  You  are  an  Englishman,  I  pre- 
sume ?*' 

*'  I  am  21  Scotchman  by  birth;  but  my 
F  2  father 
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father  was  an  Englishman — Mr.  Langhton*s 
daughter  was  his  second  wife,  and  I  am 
half-brother  to  her  children/' 

''  I  never  heard  of  the  people  you  men- 
tion, though  I  suppose  they  reside  in  this 
house:  an  old  Italian  monk,  and  his  servant, 
are  the  only  people  I  have  ever  seen,  since 
I  have  been  immured  in  my  present  prison 
— the  one  was  introduced  to  me  as  Padre 
Martini— the  other  is  called  Francisco/* 

"  I  dare  not  remain  with  you  any  longer, 
my  new  friend ;  since,  for  your  sake,  I 
particularly  wish  to  reach  my  apartment 
again,  unsuspected;  though  I  am  more 
impatient  ?han  ever  to  hear  your  eventful 
tale,  since  there  must  be  some  weighty 
reasons  for  keeping  you  so  much  in  the 
dark,  as  you  appear  to  me  to  have  even 
been  deceived  respecting  the  name  of  your 
jailor.  Therefore,  rely  upon  my  promise, 
that  you  shall  either  hear  from  me,  or  see 
me  by  this  time  to-morrow.'' 

So  saying,  the  Marquis  once  more  as- 
cended the  ladder;   and  with  some  risk, 

and 
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and  no  small  difficulty,  retraced  his  steps 
into  the  lumber-room^  just  as  the  great 
clock  struck  eioht.  Havins:  hastily  re- 
placed  the  ladder  and  mat,  he  unbolted  the 
door,  and  hastened  back  to  his  own  room, 
without  meeting  or  even  hearing  any  one, 
till  he  reached  Donald's  door,  who  came 
out  of  his  room  at  the  very  moment  his 
lord  was  passing,  and  seemed  astonished  at 
seeing  him  up  and  dressed  so  early.  Mal- 
colm beckoned  him  to  follow  him  into  his 
apartment,  not  chusing  to  address  him  in 
the  passage,  which  the  valet  did  in  silence, 
wondering  v;here  his  Lordship  could  have 
been  at  such  an  hour. 

"  Light  the  fire,"  said  Malcolm,  ''  and 
then  I  will  tell  you  what  induced  me  to 
explore  this  old  mansion  alone/' 

Donald  soon  obeyed  his  orders,  when 
our  hero  candidly  told  him  where  he  had 
been,  and  the  discoveries  he  had  made. 

"  Then  now,  my  Lord,  I  may  venture  to 

acknowledge  that  I  have  also-  been  upon 

the  leads,  as   I  had  learned  from  Ashton 

F  3  where 
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where  the  trap-door  was;  but  I  dare  not 
attempt  to  scale  the  walls  surrounding  the 
turret,  for  fear  Father  Benedetto  should 
have  had  the  gratification  of  seeing  me 
hanging  upon  one  of  his  spikes.  But  now 
you  have  pointed  out  the  means,  and  have 
run  the  risk  of  your  own  life,  only  put  my 
courage,  to  the  test,  as  I  would  perform 
impossibilities  to  oblige  you." 

"  i  agree  it  is  not  a  very  easy  matter  to 
reach  -the  poor  prisoner;  and  if  you  en- 
tertain any  serious  fears  for  your  safety, 
do  not  make  the  attempt.  I  am  younger, 
and  perhaps  rather  more  active,  and 
hating — '' 

''  Excuse  the  interruption,  my  Lord, 
since  I  cannot  suffer  you  to  believe  that  I 
am  less  active  in  the  cause  of  humanity 
than  you  could  wish.  You  have  besides 
rendered  the  journey  comparatively  easy. 
Can  your  Lordship  furnish  me  with  pen, 
ink,  and  paper,  now?  for,  melhinks,  I  could 
reach  the  turret,  and  be  back,  before  the 
family  return  from  mass.'*        .> 

''  That 
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'*  That  would  be  impossible/'  was  the 
reply;  *'  and  I  charge  you,  as  you  value 
my  regard,  to  act  with  prudence.  Be- 
sides, vou  must  purchase  the  writing  ma- 
terials I  promised  the  prisoner,  since  I 
have  not  a  sufficient  stock  with  me  to  sup- 
ply his  wants.  But  be  sure  you  are  care- 
ful not  to  excite  any  suspicions — and  do 
not  think  of  approaching  the  turret  till 
the  family  are  all  at  vespers;  it  will  be 
dark,  I  know;  but  I  think,  as  there  is  a 
little  moon,  you  will  be  able  to  see  your 
way.  But,  perhaps,  the  prisoner  is  not 
allowed  a  light — I  am,  therefore,  almost 
afraid  of  your  venturing;  since  I  positively 
should  never  forgive  myself,  v^ere  you  io 
meet  with  any  accident." 

''  I  will  take  every  precaution  not  to 
endanger  my  neck,  my  Lord,  even  if  I 
contrive  a  paper  lanthorn.  Meanwhile, 
suffer  me  to  brush  your  Lordship's  coat 
and  pantaloons,  which  bear  the  marks  of 
your  late  scramble  over  the  spikes." 

''  No  doubt;  and  make  haste,  and  put  my 
E  4  hair 
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hair  to  rights,  else  I  shall  keep  breakfast 
waiting." 

*'  Ohj  how  I  should  glory,"  rejoined  the 
valet,  "  if  that  old  monk  was  but  doomed 
to  solitary  imprisonment  for  the  rest  of  his 
life  !  since  he  must  have  had  some  vile 
motive  for  confining  this  poor  young  man 
— else,  why  need  he  have  made  such  a  se- 
cret of  the  matter?  I  only  wonder  he  had 
not  made  away  with  him — but  that,  per- 
haps, might  not  have  answered  his  pur- 
pose: besides,  in  Fngland,  he  might  be 
puzzled  how  to  dispose  of  the  body;  in 
Italy,  he  might  have  left  it  even  in  the 
public  streets,  without  exposing  himself  to 
suspicion." 

Thus  did  Donald  run  on,  while  arrang- 
ing his  lord's  hair,  .who  having  renewed 
his  cautions,  and  desired  him  not  to  stir  a 
step  without  his  concurrence,  walked 
down  stairs,  debating  with  himself  whether 
he  should  mention  the  strange  discovery 
he  had  made  to  his  uncle,  whom  he  ex** 
peered  would  visit  the  Priory  that  morn- 
ing; 
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fug;  but  finally  resolved  not  to  do  soj  at 
least  at  present:  he  must  first  learn  the 
prisoner's  story^  then  he  should  be  able  to 
decide  what  measures  to  pursue  with  Fa- 
ther Benedetto^  towat-ds  whom  he  did  not 
feel  very  cordially  inclined,  when  he  joined 
the  family  party. 


CHAP.  V 


Soon  after  breakfast,  the  Earl  of  Algernon 
rode  into  the  cloistered  courts  and  was. 
Upon  ^alighting,  shewn  into  the  oriel  par- 
lour, where  the  family  were  all  assembled. 
Mr.  Langhton  had  never  seen  him  before, 
but  gave  him  a  very  polite  reception,  and 
seemed  to  think  himself  honoured  by  his 
p  5  visit: 
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visit;  and  his  Lordship  immediately  set 
Lady  William  at  her  ease,  by  declaring, 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  her  son  and 
daughter,  he  should  have  fancied  merely  a 
few  months  had  elapsed  since  their  sepa- 
ration, she  was  so  little  altered. 

''  My  glass  tells  a  Aery  different  tale,  my 
Lord,*'  she  gaily  replied;  "  though  I. might 
with  justice  have  paid  you  such  a  compli- 
ment, still  I  have  felt  that  many,  many 
years  have  elapsed  since  our  last  meet- 
ing"— introducing  him  to  Algernon  and 
Rosalie;  and,  like  our  hero,  he  was  much 
the  most  prepossessed  in  favour  of  the 
latter. 

Pier  Ladyship  then  inquired  after  the 
Countess,  Lady  Winifred,  and  Lord  Dun- 
luce;  and  having  assured  her  that  they 
were  all  well,  and  very  anxious  to  see  her, 
his  Lordship,  having  taken  a  seat,  imme- 
diately entered  upon  the  purport  of  his 
visit — not  appearing  to  conceive  it  pos- 
sible, that  Mr.  Langhton  could  object  to 
his  grandson's  accompanying  the  Marquis, 

him. 
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him,  and  Lord  Dimlticej  to  Preston,  since 
the  dinner  was  evidently  given  in  honour 
of  Lord  Endermay,  he  observed:  and,  as 
his  Lordship  had  expected,  the  old  gentle- 
man found  it  impossible  to  put  a  negative 
upon  his  request;  indeed.  Father  Bene- 
detto, who  well  knew  how  to  time  his 
acquiescence,  was  the  first  to  declare  his 
intire  approbation  of  the  Earl's  proposal — 
'*  It  was  time  Mr.  Albany  saw  a  little  of  the 
world;  and  under  whose  auspices  could  he 
better  make  his  first  appearance,  than  un- 
der those  of  his  uncle  and  elder  brother  ? 
and  he  was  convinced  that  no  one  had  re- 
joiced more  sincerely  at  the  Marquis  of 
Endermay*s  having  so  bravely  earned  so 
glorious  a  wreath  of  laurel  in  the  service 
of  his  country." 

The  Earl  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find 
himself  thus  ably  seconded  by  so  eloquent 
an  advocate,  to  whom  he  paid  several  very 
acceptable  compliments,  as  he  really  ho- 
noured, good  men  of  every  persuasion; 
and  our  hero,  who  had  finally  resolved  not 

F  6  ^  tQ 
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to  condemn  the  friar  upon  mere  suspicion, 
was  not,  it  may  be  supposed^  deficient  in 
politeness  upon  this  occasion.  This  mat- 
ter being,  however,  settled  to  both  his  and 
Lord  Algernon's  satisfaction,  the  Earl  pre-- 
ceeded  to  inform  the  gratified  Lady  Wil- 
liam^,  that  Lady  Winifred  and  the  Countess, 
proposed  calling  upon  her  on  Monday; 
as  the  one  was  very  anxious  to  renew  her 
acquaintance  with  her,  and  the  other  to  be 
introduced  to  her. 

''  They  do  me  infinite  honour^  my  Lord^ 
in  thus  dispensing  with  etiquette  in  my 
favour.  I  beg  you  will  assure  them,  that 
1  feel  truly  grateful  for  their  kind  inten- 
tions.'' 

And  even  Mr.  Langhton  (who  requested 
Xht  Earl  would  bring  Lord  Dunluce  with, 
him,  when  he  again  visited  the  Priory), 
felt  flattered  by  what  he  deemed  a  tribute 
of  respect  paid  to  his  superior  sanctity, 
and  strenuously  joined  in  requesting  his 
guest  would  take  some  refreshment,  who, 
to  obJige  him,  eat  a'biscuit,^  and  tasted  his 

sherry ; 
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sherry;  and,  as  he  expressed  his  appro- 
bation of  those  parts  of  the  building 
which  he  had  already  seen-,  Mr.  Langhton 
walked  over  the  lower  part  of  the  house 
with  him,  accompanied  by  the  young 
men;  and  the  EarVs  praise  was  so  judici- 
ously timed,  that  the  old  bigot  was  in  rap- 
tures, and  more  than  ever  attached  to  the 
ancient  pile. 

It  was  too  late  when  his  Lordship  took 
his  leave,  to  admit  of  our  hero's,  riding 
any  part  of  the  way  with  him;  but  he  pro- 
mised to  visit  High  wood  early  in  the  week, 
as  he  felt  greatly  obliged  to  his  kind  un- 
cle, for  having  so -dextrously  prevented 
Mr.  Langhton  from  starting  any  objection 
to  Algernon's  joining  their  party  on 
Thursday,  who  would,  had  he  dared  have 
taken  such  a  liberty,  he  told  his  brother, 
have  taken  his  uncle  round  the  neck,  and 
have  hugged  him  very  cordially — so  much 
was  he  delighted  with  he  thoughts  of 
joining  this  dinnerparty ;  stopping  the 
Marquis^  as  he  wa^foing  up  to  dress,  to 
Ij  inquire^ 


'/•• 
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inquire,  how  he  ought  to  adorn  upon  this 
strand  occasion? 

"  As  you  do  in  general — we  shall  not  be 
expected  to  appear  in  gala  suits/* 

Having,  however,  resolved  to  cut  a  dash, 
as  he  told  Belthorpe,  he  dispatched  a  ser- 
vant for  the  village  taylor,  to  whom  he 
gave  orders  to  make  him  a  dark  blue  frock 
— the  colour  his  brother  generally  wore,  a 
"white  waistcoat,  and  drab  small-clothes; 
desiring  they  might  all  be  cut  in  the  very 
last  fashion.  Mr.  Carpenter,  the  Snip  of 
Chedworth,  promised  to  do  his  best;  and 
Algernon,  who  had  a  very  high  opinion  of 
himself,  made  no  doubt  of  appearing  to 
advantage  at  this  dinner:  but,  by  Bel- 
thorpe^s  advice,  he  forbore  to  dwell  upon 
the  approaching  holiday,  for  fear  Mr. 
Langhton  should  think  him  too  eager  af- 
ter pleasure. 

While  he  was,  however,  busily  employed 
in  giving  orders  for  the  decoration  of  his 
person,  Donald  was  displaying  to  his  mas- 
ter  the  purchases  he   had  made   for  the 

prisoner. 
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prisoner^  consisting  of  a  quire  of  paper,  a 
dozen  pens^  and  a  bottle  of  ink ;  to  which 
our  hero  added  a  pen-knife,  and  a  kind 
billet  in  Italian,  in  which  he  entreated  the 
young  stranger  to  place  implicit  confi- 
dence in  him;  briefly  relating  what  Donald 
had  learnt  from  Ashton,  which  had  induced 
him  to  explore  the  mysteries  of  the  turret- 
chamber,  and  candidly  informing  who  he 
was,  and  who  were  the  present  inhabitants 
of  the  Priory,  as  he  seemed  not  to  know 
any  thing  about  them;  hinting  his  suspi- 
cions, which  amounted  to  a  certainty,  that 
the  Padre  Martini  was,  in  fact.  Padre  Be- 
nedetto; and  promising  that  his  servant, 
as  least  likely  to  be  suspected,  should  call 
for  his  answer  the  following  evening,  at 
the  same  hour.  This  note  Donald  tied 
on  the  outside  of  his  packet,  having  pro- 
vided himself  with  a  ball  of  packthread, 
assuring  his  lord,  that  he  would  not  ven- 
ture near  the  trap-door,  till  he  was  cer- 
tain that  the  family  were  all  at  chapel. 

The 
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The  afterftoon  seemed  unusually  long  t& 
both  master  and  man.  Fortunately,  Mr; 
Langhton  did  not  propose  chess  to  our 
hero,  as  he  was  convinced  that  he  should 
have  been  check-mated  in  a  very  few 
moves — his  mind  was  so  full  of  the  inte- 
resting prisoner,  towards  whom  he  al- 
ready felt  a  sort  of  involuntary  attach- 
ment. He  was,  therefore,  exceedingly 
rejoiced  to  find  himself  left  iete-d'tete  with 
Rosalie,  during  the  afternoon  ;  as  the  old 
gentleman,  Algernon,  and  Lady  William, 
generally  spent  some  time  v/ith  their  res- 
pective confessors  every  Saturday.  With 
his  sister  he  was  under, much  less  restraint; 
and  by  way  of  amusing  her,  and.  of  divert- 
ing his  own  ideas  into  another  channel,  he 
gave  her  his  opinion  of  the  Countess  and 
Lady  Winifred,  describing  their  persons  so 
accurately,  that  she  was  sure,  she  said,  she 
should  know  them  both,  were  they  to  meet 
by  chance.  He  next  reverted  to  Lord 
Dunluce,  to  whom  he  did  ample  justice;^ 

though 
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though  he  agreed  that  he  was  the  most 
volatile  young  man  of  his  age  he  had  eve* 
met  with. 

*'  Then,  I  am  sure>  him"  and  Algernon 
will  be  sworn  friends^*'  said  she;  "  for  did 
he  dare,  he  would  display  an  equal  share 
of  levity;  but  though  of  the  stronger  sex, 
he  is  more  afraid  of  Father  Benedetto  than 
I  am,  and  is,  to  the  full,  as  superstitious — 
therefore,  the  dread  of  offending  his  pa- 
tron saint,  will,  at  any  time,  deter  him 
from  acting  WTcng.  Still  my  mother  wishes 
he  was  more  restrained  by  principle  than 
by  superstition ;  since,  should  he  ever  shake 
that  off,  she  is  fearful  he  will  give  into 
many  follies.  It  must  seem  extraordinary. 
Marquis,  but  though  we  have  been  brought 
up  together,  Algernon  and  I  never  assi- 
milated ;  indeed,  we  generally  differ  in, 
opinion — of  course,  we  have  never  been 
upon  confidential  terms  with  each  other. 
Now  I  should  find  no  difficulty  in  opening 
my  whole  heart  to  you,  and  yet  you  are  a 
comparative  stranger  to  roe." 

'^Our 
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"  Our  near  relationship  placed  u^  ihii 
mediately  upon  a  familiar  footing  with 
each  other^  my  dear  Rosalie;  and  hence- 
forth, I  trust  you  will  consider  me  as  your 
favourite  brother^  and  the  representative 
of  your  father,  and,  as  such,' bound  to  pro- 
mote your  happiness  and  welfare  to  t\\e 
utmost  of  my  power;  since,  believe  me, 
my  affection  for  you  more  than  equals 
what  you  feel  for  me :  and,  to  be  as  candid 
as  you  liave  been,  Algernon  and  I  shall 
never  assimilate  as  you  and  I  seem  likely 
to  do — nor  never,  I  am  convinced,  be 
■upon  the  same  intimate  terms,  I  hope,  we 
shall  ever  be  in  future." 

The  entrance  of  Lady  William  broke  in 
upon  their  discourse;  and,  as  she  was  al- 
most immediately  followed  by  her  son,  the 
conversation  became  general,  till  they  were 
joined  by  Mr.  Langhton  and  the  priests. 
After  tea,  the  Marquis  was,  as  usual,  left 
with  his  mother-in-law,  who  verv  fortu- 
nately,  he  conceived,  as  he  was  extremely 
absent,  entered  into  a  long  retrospect  of 

past 
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past  times,  which  the  Earl's  visit  had  brought 
very  forcibly  to  her  memory;  and  he  lis- 
tened with  infinite  complaisance,  rejoicing 
at  being  spared  the  task  of  entertaining 
her;  though,  could  be  have  been  certain 
that  Donald  had  executed  his  commission> 
and  was  safely  returned,  he  felt  that  he 
should  be  once  more  perfectly  at  ease; 
yet  he  dare  not  make  an  excuse  to  retire 
to  his  own  room,  for  fear  he  should  thus 
lead  to  a  discovery  of  whither  he  was 
gone;  and  should  any  accident  have  be- 
fallen him,  what  excuse  could  he  alledge, 
for  what  must  appear  a  very  great  breach 
of  hospitality  ?  When  hearing  the  great 
clock  strike  ejght>  he  with  difficulty  con- 
cealed his  perturbation;  and  probably  he 
would  have  betrayed  his  anxiety,  if,  to  his 
great  relief,  after  gently  tapping  at  the 
door,  Donald  had  not  entered  the  sa-- 
loon,  respectfully  inquiring — "  Whether 
his  Lordship  had  not,  by  mistake,  put  the 
key  of  his  dressing-case  into  his  waistcoat- 
pockety  as  he  had  been  looking  for  it  in 

vain^ 
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vain,  f^r  the  last  half-hour  ?"  perfectly  re- 
lieved from  all  his  late  fears^,  since  Donald's 
looks  convinced  him  all  was  right. 

Our  hero  felt  in  his  pockets^  by  way  of 
carrvintr  on  the  farce,  but  declared  he  had 
,not  the  key  in  question  aboiit  him,  telling 
the  valet,  it  was  of, no  consequence,  since 
he  could  easily  force  the  lock.  Donald 
bowed  and  retired;  and  Lady  William 
hoped  it  would  be  forthcoming.  The  Mar- 
quis made  no  doubt  of  its  being  found ; 
but  soon  changed  the  subject,  and  was 
certainly  making  up  for  his  late  tacitur- 
nity, when  the  party  joined  them  ;  and  to 
his  great  joy,  as  he  was  extremely  anxious 
to  bear  Donald's  account  of  his  secret  ex- 
pedition, it  being  Saturday  night,  Mr. 
Langhton  made  a  motion  to  retire,  imme- 
diately after  supper,  and  the  Marquis,,  as 
usual,  followed  his  lead. 

The  valet  was  already  in  his  apartment, 
and  having  convinced  himself  that  all  was 
safe,  and  that  no  one  was  upon  the  listerh, 
he    thus  began—"  As  I  always  come  up 

into 
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into  your  Lordship's  room^  to  prepare 
your  evening  toilette,  when  the  servants 
go  to  vespers,  I  did  so  of  course  this  even- 
ing; and  here  I  renvained  very  quiet,  till 
a  quarter  past  seven,  when  shrouding  my 
\yax  taper  in  a  paper  lanthorn  of  my  own 
contrivance,  I  stepped  softly  towards  the 
lumber-room,  and  soon  got  out  upon  the 
leads,  pulling  the  ladder  and  mat  after  me. 
The  night  was  very  clear — still,  as  I  was 
not  sure  whether  the  prisoner  was  allowed 
a  light,  I  contrived  to  fasten  my  lanthorn 
to  the  mat,  and  thus  ascended,  till  I  reached 
the  chevaux  de  frize,  I  was  some  time  in 
fixing  my  mat,  and  taking  my  seat — longer 
than  your  Lordship  by  one  half,  I  dare  say; 
but  having,  at  last,  settled  myself,  I  had  a 
convincing  proof  that  I  was  expected,  as  I 
saw  a  stream  of  light  proceeding  from  the 
dome,  which  induced  me  to  leave  my  lan- 
thorn still  fixed  to  my  mat,  while  I  des- 
cended as  hastily  as  was  consistent  with 
prudence— though,  I  can  assure  your  Lord- 
ship, I  was  more  afraid  of  exciting  suspi- 
cion. 
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cion^  should  I  prove  clumsy,  than  of  hurt- 
ing myself;  but  having  landed  very  safely 
Avithin  the  walls,  I  approached  the  dome, 
and  saw  the  single  pane,  your  Lordship 
had  so  accurately  described,  open ;  I  leant 
over  it,  and  let  down  my  parcel,  making 
signs  that  all  was  safe — for  the  young  man 
was  standing  upon  a  chair,  which  was 
placed  upon  the  table,  holding  an  iron 
rod,  which,  I  suppose,  he  had  taken  from 
his  bed,  to  the  end  of  which  he  had  fas- 
tened his  wax-light — wishing,  I  presume, 
to  facilitate  my  approach.  How  happy  and 
how  grateful  he  seemed,  while  opening 
the  parcel !  and  when  he  read  your  Lord- 
ship's note,  he  cried  like  a  child — and,  I 
believe,  the  tears  sprung  into  my  eyes — 
he  seemed  so  affected  and  so  thankful ;  and 
as  far  as  he  could  make  me  understand  by 
signs,  I  am  sure  he  will  remember  you  in 
his  prayers — -having  also  made  me  under- 
stand, that  he  was  going  to  obey  your, 
commands,  and  that  he  should  secret  his 
treasures  behind  his  bed.     I  bid  him  good 

night. 
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night,  by  signs  also;  endeavouring  to  make 
him  understand  \vhen  he  should  see  me 
again.  I  had  not  half  so  much  difficulty 
in  getting  backhand  now  that  I  know  how 
to  manage,  I  am  sure  I  shall  get  up  and 
down  like  a  cat.  But  having  placed  every 
thing  as  I  had  found  it,  in  the  lumber- 
room,  I  stole  back,  as  softly  as  I  went,  till 
I  reached  your  chamber;  when  your  Lord- 
ship having  said  you  should  be  all  anxiety 
till  you  were  convinced  that  I  was  safe 
returned,  I  thought  I  might  venture  to 
shew  myself  in  the  parlour,  if  I  could  but 
frame  a  plausible  excuse  for  so  doing;  and 
having  actually  missed  the  key  of  your 
dressing-case  last  night,  I  affected  to  have 
been  hunting  it  this  evening." 

"  You  acted  very  prudently;  for  I  was 
extremely  anxious  to  see  you,"  rejoined 
the  Marquis.  ''  However,  now  you  have 
succeeded  so  well,  I  shall  be  less  uneasy : 
but  do  not  let  your  late  success  render 
you  rash,  since  we  cannot  be  of  any  ser- 
vice to  this  youth,  except  we  act  with  the 

greatest 
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greatest  catition.  Till  I  am  more  au  fait 
of  his  story,  I  cannot  decide  how  I  may  be 
able  to  serve  him.  So^  good  night — though 
I  would  have  you  rest  assured,  that  your 
zeal  to  serve  me  shall  not  go  unre- 
warded/* 

Donald  bowed  very  respectfully,  and 
retired;  since,  though  he  was  by  no  means 
actuated  by  interested  motives,  he  rejoiced 
to  find  he  stood  so  high  in  his  lord's  good 
graces;  for  whom,  as  he  had  told  Ashton, 
he  would  at  any  time  have  gone  through 
either  fire  or  water. 


*  •  :'-  i.,.  .  _    ^ 

r  CHAP 


3LANGHT0N    PFIORV.  J '2 1 


CHAP.  VI. 


The  next  day^  being  Sunday,  our  hero, 
^vhile  dressing  in  the  morning,  which  he 
did  for  the  day,  asked  Donald,  wliether  the 
Rector  of  Chedworth  was  reckoned  a  good 
preacher  ?  not  feeling  inclined  to  go  to 
mass  with  the  family. 

"All  those  I  have  heard  mention  him, 
my  Lord,  declare  he  lias  not  his  equal  in 
the  pulpit ;  at  all  events.  Dr.  Murray  is  a 
very  good  man,  since  even  the  servants  in 
this  house  give  him  an  excellent  character, 
and  he  is  idolized  in  the  village.  In  my 
humble  opinion,  if  Mr.  Langhton  was  to 

VOL,  n.  <5  follow 
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follow  his  example,  he  would  make  himself 
iiiore  sure  of  Heaven." 

"  ]\Ir.  Langhton  does  his  duty,  in  his 
own  opinion,  and  may  be  as  charitably  in- 
clined as  the  Doctor;  since  I  think  it  very 
possible  that  his  agents  frustrate  his  kind 
intentions^  and  lead  him  into  errors.  At 
lill  events,  we  ha:ve  no  right  to  condemn 
him,  for  strictly  conforming  to  the  faith 
he  professes." 

''Why,  r  dar6  say,  my  Lord,  the  old 
ItaHati  rs  the  most  to  blatne;  ntrd  if  I  ivas 
his  friend,  I  would  caution  hfm  agtiitist 
going  out,  or  returning  to  the  Priory,  af- 
ter dark,  since  he  has  many  enemies  in  the 
village — and  some  who  would  not  scruple 
dragging  him  through  a  horsepondj  if  an 
opportunity  occurred;  for  most  people 
think  Mr.  Langhton  would  be-  infinitely 
tttore  liberal,  but  for  him;  but,  as  Ashton 
s!ays,  and  the  turret  for  tfie  truth  of  that, 
the  Father  Ccin  tn^k«  ttie  old  gentleman 
believe  just  whstt  he  pleases,  or  what  best 

suits 
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ouits  his  purpose.  But,  as  for  Dr.  Mm- 
Tay,  he  visits  both  rich  nnd  poor  when 
they  are  ill^  and  never  fails  to  relieve  th^ 
wants  of  the  latter.'* 

"  Then  I  will  certainly  go  and  hear 
him/'  interrupted  Malcolm,  "who  being- 
dressed,  went  down  to  breakfast. 

Mr.  Langhton  had  entertained  som^ 
hopes  that  he  would  accompany  them  to 
mass,  as  he  had  been  assured  that  many 
heretics  were  indifferent  as  to  where^,  or 
in  what  mode,  they  addressed  their  ho^ 
mage  to  their  Creator;  and  Father  Be- 
nedetto, "Who  always  preached  after  high 
mass,  which,  on  Sundays,  v/as  tiot  per- 
formed till  elfeven,  had  prepared  a  dis- 
course he  hoped  would  make  a  great  im- 
pression upon  the  young  soldier.  But  to 
his  great  disappointment,  immediately  af- 
ter breakfast,  our  hero  wished  the  family  a 
good  morning,  and  sallied  forth  on  foot. 
The  friar,  however,  instantly  recollected,, 
that  as  his  Lordship  was  in  the  ariny,  he 
'  G  2  probably 
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probably  dare  not  follow  the  diccates  of 
his  heart,  since  he  might  incur  censure 
for  attending  any  form  of  worship,  ex- 
cept that  of  the  established  church.  Mr. 
Langhton  was  of  the  same  opinion  ;  and 
Madame  de  La  Tour  and  her  daughter 
being  arrived,  for  whom  the  family  coach 
had  been  sent,  they  adjourned  to  chapel. 
,  Meanwhile,  the  Marquis  rambled  about 
in  some  pleasant  helds  adjoining  the  vil- 
lage, by  way  of  passing  the  time,  till  the 
church  bell  summoned  him  to  his  duty. 
His  servants,  who  had  learnt  from  Donald 
that  he  meant  to  be  there,  had  all  pre- 
ceded him  thither;  indeed,  he  rather  sup- 
posed, as  he  approached  the  church-yard, 
that  his  valet  had  made  his  intention  known 
at  the  Nag's-head,  as  a  sort  of  croud  were 
assembled  near  the  church-porch;  and  be- 
fore he  reached  the  outer  gate,  he  saw  the 
revered  village  pastor  advancing  from  his 
own  house,  who  waiting  for  him  at  the 
gate  leading  into  the  church-yard^  bowed 

very 
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fery  politely,  saying — ''  I  presume  I  have 
the  honour  of  addressing  the  Marquis  of 
Endermay  ?" 

Malcolnv  bowed  an  affirnaativej  and  the 
Doctor  requested  he  would  do  hi.n  the 
favour  to  take  a  scat  in  his  pew,  and  was 
convinced,  while  advancing  up  the  avenue, 
that  the  young^  peer  was  to  the  full  as  po- 
lite as  he  was  brave;  and  that  he  was  not, 
like  some  modern  men  of  fashion,  pre- 
pared to  quiz  the  rustic  congregation; 
indeed,  the  report  of  his  servants  had 
greatly  prepossessed  him  in  "our  hero's  fa- 
vour, and  he  now  found  that,  they  had 
barely  done  him  justice. 

They  entered  the  church  together;  and 
the  Doctor  having  pointed  out  his  pew  to 
the  valet,  our  hero  immediately  joined 
three  ladies,  who  were  already  seated  in  it^ 
who  all  rose  upon  his  approach,  motioning 
for  him  to  take  what  they  deemed  the  best 
seat;  this  he  absolutely  declined,  placing 
himself  next  the  door;  and  never  had  he 
heard  our  excellent  church  service  better 
G  3  read 
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read  than  bv  the  Doctor's  curate,  a  very 
promising  young  man,  whom  the  rectoi* 
had  long  patronized;  and  the  Doctor's 
sermon  far  surpassed  his  expectations.  In- 
deed, he  was  much  the  most  attentive 
auditor  in  the  church,  since  his  appear- 
ance, and  his  being  a  lord,  which  were 
very  seldom  seen  at  Chedworth,  prevented 
the  confregation  from  reaping  the  same 
ben-efil  from  a  most  excellent  discciirse, 
extremely  well  delivered.  Indeed,  the 
Marquis  had  never  spent  half  an  hour  more 
to  his  satisfaction,  and,  he  hoped,  improve- 
mexit  :  most  sincerely  did  he  wish  his  bro- 
ther had  been  with  him,  as  he  was  con- 
vinced that  so  impressive  a  mornl  lecture 
voiild  have  made  far  greater  impression 
upon  him,  than  any  mystic  sermon  of  the 
Jfather's  had  ever  done. 

As  tbjQ  chnrch  was  more  crouded  than 
lisual.  Malcolm  was  not  the  fir^^t  to  leave 
the  pew;  the  Doctor  therefore  joined  him 
again,  just  as  he  was  stepping  out^  after 
having   merely  bowed   in    silence   to  the 

ladies^. 
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fia^ies,  never  having  been  introcluced  (o 
tliem;  but  he  now  very  cordially  took  the 
worthy  rector  by  the  hand^  ^^ying — ''  In 
common  with  all  those  present,  I  have  to 
t-hank  yoiij  Doctor,  for  a  most  excellent 
disconrse.  1  arn  only  sorry  there  are  not 
more  such  preachers  among  our  church 
ministers;  if  there  v;ere,  there  vrould  soon 
he  no  dissenters." 

"  And  while  we  hxjve  such  ofHcers  a?> 
your  Lordship,  we  have  no  need  to  fear  an 
invasion.  Allow  me  to  congratulate  you, 
upon  having  escaped,  comparatively  un- 
hint  J  during  your  late  glonotis  conflict 
with  the  boasted  invincible  legionSj  which 
were  opposed  to  you.'* 

'^  You  do  me  honour.  Doctor;  though 
I  did  no  more  than  all  my  brave  compa- 
nions in  arms  achieved  ;  and  I  was  cer- 
tainly among  the  m.ost  fortunate  upon 
that  occasion.  But  do  me  the  favour  to 
introduce  me  to  these  ladies,  upon  whom 
you  led  me  to  intrude  myself,  i  hope  not 
to  their  inconvenience.*'' 

G  4-  '*  My 
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*'  My  wife,  daughter,  and  niece,  nry 
Lord.  Infancy  I  need  not  inform  you,  my 
ilear,  nor  these  girls,  that  this  is  the  Mar- 
quis of  Endermay"— who  saw  much  to 
admire  in  Miss  Murray,  but  still  more  in 
her  cousin,  who  was  a  very  beautiful  girl, 
in  her  eighteenth  year,  extremely  gay ; 
and  as  there  was  no  rusticity  in  her  man- 
ners, appeared,  like  Miss  Murray,  to  have* 
received  a  very  good  education.  They 
were  both  very  elegantly  dressed — the 
Doctor's  niece  mi^ch  the  most  in  confor- 
mity to  the  reigning  fashion  ;  since  Mal- 
colm thought  she,  in  some  particulars,  ad- 
hered rather  too  strictly  to  it. 

As  they  soon  reached  the  gate  leading 
to  the  Rectory,  the  Doctor  asked  his  Lord- 
ship if  he  w^ould  do  him  the  honour  to 
walk  in  ?  but  presuming  it  was  near  their 
dinner-hour,  it  ])eing  Sunday,  and  know- 
ing they  dined  at  half-past~one  at  the 
Priory,  he  declined  doing  so,  saying,  in  a 
gay  tone — "  You  know.  Doctor,  I  am  the 
inmate  of  a  very  unfashionable  family,  and 

am 
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am  fearful  I  might  make  them  wait  dinner; 
but  I  shall  certainly  do  myself  the  plea^ 
sure  of  calling  at  the  Rectory  before  I 
leave  the  Priory/'  making  his  parting  bow, 
as  he  concluded. 

''  Well,  what  think  you  of  this  young 
peer,  Mrs.  Murray?*'  asked  the  Doctor. 

''  What  little  I  have  seen  of  him,  Doc- 
tor,  has  greatly  prepossessed  me  in  his 
favour;  as  he  seems  to  be  totally  free  from 
pride  and  affectation,  and  to  be  infinitely 
more 'polite  than  is  strictly  accordant  with, 
the  reigning  fashion/* 

''  Well,  I  must  own/*  said  Charlotte 
Melbourne,  the  Doctor's  niece,  who  was 
t\\e  eldest  daughter  of  a  rich  London  ban- 
ker, who  had  married  (he  Doctor's  sister, 
''  I  was  very  much  disappointed  in  the 
Marquis  of  Enderrnay — his  appearance  is 
by  no  means  so  fashionable  as  "1  had  ex- 
pected. He  is  certainly  a  very  handsome 
man,  and,  v/hat  is  ^renerally  termed,  a  very 
fine  figure;  yet  I  have  seen  lords  to  vv'hom 
I  ♦should  have  given  the  preference;  since 
GO  I  am 
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I  am' com' in ced.  Lord  Endem^jry  has  never 
yet  seen  niiTch  of  life/' 

"  Yet  ]■  should  suppose  he  has  always 
mtrvcd  in  the  first  circles,  Charlotte/' 
gravely  replied  the  Doctor;^' and  I  ov>'n  I 
»m  very  much  at  a  Joss  to  comprehend  the 
exact  meaning  you  affix  to  the  word 
fashionable.  To  me,  his  Lordship  ap- 
peared an  elegant  young  man  of  rank  and 
fashion^,  who,  though  dressed  rather  better 
than  his  groam,  was  certainly  as  little  so, 
as  lever  saw  a  man  of  equal  rank,  when 
not  in  his  own  house.  Ikit,  possibly,  you 
thought  him  too  polite;  and  I  am  not  sure 
^vhether  he  did  not  sin  against  the  laws  of 
fa;;hion^  when  he  requested  to  be  ijitro- 
dnced  to  the  vilfe^  daughter,  and  niece,  of 
a  country  clergyman  ;  or,  possibly,  he 
shocked  you,  by  appearing  too  attentive 
to  his  duty,  v/hile  at  church.'' 

*'  Nay,  now  you  are  laughing  at  me. 
Sir,  since  I  find  nothing  to  condemn  in 
the  Marquis.  I  merely  said^  he  has  not 
such  an  air  of  fashion  as  I  have  remarked 

in 
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in  some  men,  who  were  much  his  inferiors 
in  man 3^  other  respects/' 

"  His  Lordship's  boots  were  clean^  you 
perhaps  remarked.  Sir,"  said  Miss  Murray^ 
in  a  gay  tone;  ''  and  he  had  neither  a  silk 
handkerchief  round  his  neck,  nor  a  quiz- 
zing-glass hanging  at  his  button-hole.  Be- 
sides, he  did  not  stare  us  out  of  counte- 
nance;  and  was  actually  Goth  enou<;h  to 
do  more  than  nod  his  head,  when  he  came 
into  our  pew,  and  when  he  bid  us  good- 
bye; therefore,  his  rank  alone  can  make 
him  tolerated  in  the  present  fashionable 
circles,  I  should  suppose." 

Charlotte  joined  in  the  general  laugh 
her  cousin's  speech  had  occasioned,  de- 
claring that  she  gave  the  decided  prefer- 
ence to  the  present  freedom  of  manners, 
as  she  detested  every  thing  that  savoured 
o^  formality,  or  dc  la  vielk  coiir;  and  she 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  Marquis 
o^  Endermay  had  inherited  a  few  of  his 
maternal  grandfather's  antediluvian  no- 
tions. ,  The  fact  was,  he  had  not  seemed  so 
G  G  strack 
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Struck  with  her  beauty  as  she  had  expect- - 
ed;  and  she  had  never  heard  him  ranked, 
among  the  dashing  bucks  of  the  day  :  and 
Charlotte   Melbourne  had   often  told  her^ 
more  unfashionable  cousin,  that  she  hoped,, 
whenever  she  married,  some  dashing  devil;, 
who    drove    a    barouche   and    four   blood, 
horses,  and  a    pair  of  spirited    iron-grey 
tandem,  in  a  knowing  whiskey,  would  fall 
to  her  share.     A^  for  his  moral  character, 
%he  should  never  think  of  inquiring  about 
it,  if  he  was  but  a  titled  man,  v/ho  could^ 
lose  a  few  hundreds  at  a  cut  with  a  good- 
grace,  hit  his  antagonist  at  the  distance  of^ 
twelve  paces  in  a  duel,  and  allow  her  five 
t-housand  a-year  pin-money. 

Such  was  tlie  jargon  and  notions  she  had 
picked  up  at  one  of  the  first  boarding- 
schools  in  London,  where  the  pestiferous 
influence  of  false  refinement  had  taught 
her  to  consider  a  life  of  ostentation,  folly, 
and  insignificance,  as  the  only  one  deserv- 
ing of  envy;  and  as  she  had  not  made  that 
snddcn  impression  upon  our  hero,  which 

she 
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siie  had  thought  she  must  inevitably  do  in> 
a  country  church;,  she  set  him  down  at 
once  for  a  Goth,  unworthy  her  notice. 
She,  therefore,  could  not  help  remarking,, 
while  divesting  herself  of  her  gipsey-hat, 
that  no  young  man  of  spirit,  or  who  knew 
any  thing  of  life^  could  endure  the  strange 
mode  of  life,  report  said  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Priory  led. 

''  You  surely  forget,  Charlotte,  that  the 
Marquis  is  brother  to  Mr.  and  Miss  Alba-- 
By,"  said  her  cousin i 

.  ''  And  I  think  it  a  very  great  proof  of 
his  good  sense/'  resumed  the  Doctor,  '^  hi& 
thus  kindly  accommodating  himself  to. 
what,  like  myself,  he  may  deem  excess  of 
enthusiasm  in  Mr.  Langhton.'* 

We  shall  not,  however,  pursue  this  con- 
versation any  further,  as  we  may  again  in- 
troduce these  ladies^  and  we  wish  to  return 
to  our  hero,  who  was  agreeably  surprised 
by  meeting  his  brother,  soon  after  he  had 
parted  with  the  rector^  who  exclaimed, 
the  moment  he  caught  sight  of  him — "  I 

was 
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was  coming  in  senrch  of  you— we  thought' 
you   were  lost.     You   have  not  been   to 
Hilton,  have  you  ?  because  the  inmates  of 
the  cotta;re  always  spend  Sunday  with  us.'* 

'^  I  did  not  leave  home  to  pay  any  vi- 
sits.    I  have  been  to  your  village  church.'^ 

''  Then,  I  dare  say,  you  heard  a  very 
good  sermon  ;  for  I  have  heard  many  peo- 
ple say  Dr.  Murray  is  an  excellent  preach- 
er, and  I  know  he  is  a.  very  charitable  good 
kind  of  a  man.  But  did  you  see  his  daugh- 
ter and  niece  ?  A'nt  they  very  fine  girls— - 
particularly  Miss  Melbourne?  she  is  pret- 
tier than  Pauline^  in  my  opinion — -to  be  ^ 
sure,  she  dresses  a  great  d^vA  more;  and 
they  sav  her  f^cther  is  very  rich." 

"  Y^ry  possibly — but,  pray,  where  did- 
you  get  acquainted  with  her  ?"  ^    •' 

*'  No  where :  I  never  spoke  to  ber  in  my 
born  days;  but  I  have  met  her  on  horse- 
back  with  her  uncle  and  cousin.  The 
Doctor  always  touches  his  hat  to  me,  but 
never  speaks;  and  I  cannot  very  well 
break    the    ice^ — though    my  mother   and 

Rosalie 
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KosaJie  agree  she  is  a  very  nice  girl — so  is 
Mibs  Murray;  but  she  looks  too  grave  for 
me — though  she  is  their  favourite,  she  is 
so  highly  spoken  of  in" the  village.*' 

''  Then,  I  dare  say,  she  is  the  most  ami- 
able character  of  the  two;  but,  as  you  can 
never  marry  either  with  your  giTind father's 
consent,  I  think  you  had  better  not  throw 
yourseif  in  the  way  of  temptation.  Talk- 
ing of  tliat,  I  mean  to  ask  Mr.  Langhton  to 
allow  you  to  spend  a  m.onth  or  six  weeks 
with  me  in  London,  next  spring.  Can 
you,  should  he  consent,  make  up  your 
mind  to  leave  Mademoiselle  l^auline,  as  I 
shall  not  c-sk  her  to  join  the  party  ?" 

*'  Slie  may  go  to  the  d~v-l,  if  1  am  but 
permitted  to  prof.t  by  your  kind  invita- 
tion. How  I  shall  enjoy  seeing  London  ! 
faith,  I  will  make  myself  amends  for  tiie 
privations  I  daily  undergo  at  the  Priory; 
I  will  make  good  use  of  my  time,  Iwarrant- 
me.'* 

''  Do  not  make  too  sure  of  visiting  the 
metropolis,"  rejoined  the  Marquis;  ''  as  L 

am 
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am  very  dubious  whether  Mr.  LanghtoH 
will  think  you  sufficiently  discreet  to  be 
emancipated  from  his  controul :  hov/ever^ 
my  uncle  and  Lady  Winifred  meart  to  pro- 
pose the  matter  to  him.  So  do  not  drop 
any  hint  of  my  intention,  at  present;  even 
to  your  friend  Belthorpe." 

''  Not  I,  truly ;  I  know  he  is  often  in  a 
fever,  for  fear  grandfather  should  think  my 
education  completed;  therefore  I  am  sure 
he  would  start  difficulties,  if  he  was  not 
also  invited.  So  mum*s  the  word,  for 
here  are  the  gates,  and  in  1  must,  since  I 
am  yet  a  prisoner,  and  not  the  only  one 
within  these  walls,  I  am  shrewdly  of  opi- 
nion— but  the  Padre  is.  too  cunning  for 
B.  and  me.  Sometime  or  other,  I  will  tell 
you  what  I  allude  to;  but  I  dare  not,  at 
present;  as  I  swore  a  solemn  oath  to  Bel- 
thorpe  that  I  would  not,  v/hile  you  were 
at  the  Priory:  when  we  are  in  London,  I 
shall  not  be  tongue-tied.'' 

*'  I  shall  never  require  any  explanation 
of    your  meaning,   Algernon.     You   are 

sworn 
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sworn  to  secrecy,  and  God  forbid  that  f* 
should  tempt  you  to  perjure  yourself! 
Therefore,  as  you  value  my  regard,  never 
again  allude,  even  in  the  remotest  way,  to 
the  subject,*'  replied  the  Marquis^  perfectly 
comprehending  the  hints  he  had  dropped;, 
and  he  would  not  have  wished,  !:;ituated  as^ 
he  was,  to  be  supposed  to  know  that  there- 
was  any  one  confined  over  the  Father's- 
room. 

Mr.  Langhton  was  extremely  happy  to. 
see  the  Marquis  again,  as  he  began  to  fear 
they  had  lost  him,  he  said,  adding — '*  You- 
are  already  acquainted.  Marquis,  with  Ma- 
dame de  La  Tour  and  her  daughter,  who 
always  spend  their  Sundays  with  us." 

If  Malcolm  had  not  recollected  the  fea- 
tures of  these  ladies,  he  would  hardly  have 
recognised  them  in  their  grey  stuiF  gowns,, 
trimmed  with  black,  and  close  caps;  and. 
their  manners  seemed  as  much  altered  as. 
their  dress,  as  they  were  now  silent  au- 
ditors, seldom  joining  in  the  conversation,, 
and   hardly   ever  raising  their   eyes;  and.. 

when. 
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when  they  did  utter  a  few  words^  they  ge- 
nerally conveyed  an  indirect  compliment 
to  the  pious  Mr.  Langhton^  who  seemed  ' 
perfectly  their  dupe.  Lady  William  was^ 
nearly  as  silent  as  they  were;  and  Rosalie- 
never  spoke  but  when  addressed,  and  ne- 
ver, except  by  chance,  to  the  guests,  who 
were  respectfully  civil  to  his  Lordship,  but 
did  not  chtise  to  appear  at  all  inclined  to 
increase  their  intimacy  with  a  soldier,  and,, 
of  course,  a  man  of  the  world. 

More  disgusted  by  their  hypocrisy  than 
he  had  before  been  with  their  levity,  and 
in  their 'openly  encouraging  his  brother  to^ 
break  one   of  the   commandmeistii  of  the* 
Romish  church,  which  expressly  forbids  its 
members  to  eat  flesh-meat  on  fast-days,  the 
Marquis  soon  convinced  them  that  he  had 
no  intention  of  repeating  his  visits  to  the 
cottag-e,   since  he  was  even    more  distant 
than  they  were,  and,  like  his  sister,  never 
addressed  them,  except  in  answer  to  some 
direct   question.     Father  Benedetto,  who 
sat,    as  usual,    with   his   eyes    half-closed,. 

was 


was  nevertheless  strictly  scrutinizing  the 
three  guests;  and  appeared,  to  judge  from 
his  speeches,  displeased  at  some  part  of 
Madame's  conduct. 

The  summons  to  dinner  seamed  a  relief 
to  all  present;  and  our  hero  was  not  sorry 
to  see  the  old  English  sirloin  appear  at 
Mr.  Langhtoii's  table/  with  its  usual  com- 
panian,  an  excellent  plumb-pii'd'di'ng.  Lit- 
tle passed  dtiring  the  meal ;  the  day  p^e- 
vented  the  Father  fi'om  being  loquacious; 
.  and  after  drinking  a  few  glasses  of  vnne; 
the  chapel-bell  summoned  the  party  to 
vespers. 

Our  hero  took  a  solitary  stroll  in  t\\t 
garden,  while  they  were  at  prayers,  re- 
volving in  his  own  mind,  how  he  couM 
possibly  eflfect  the  liberation  ©f  the  impri- 
soned youth,  should  he  feel  inclined  to 
exert  himself  in  his  behalf,  after  he  was 
acquainted  with  his  story.  '  At  all  events, 
he  conceived  he  ought  to  procure  him 
his  freedom,  after  raising  hopes  to  that 
effect;  since  what  crime  could  he,  at  ^q- 

early 
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■early  an  agc^  have  been  gaiity  of,  to  de- 
serve perpetual  imprisonment?  Impati- 
ently;, therefore,  did  he  long  for  the  pro^- 
mised  manuscript ;  he  was,  therefore,  not 
sorry  to  be  summoned  to  tea,  and  was  still 
more  pleased,  when  the  whole  family,  vi*- 
silor^  and  all,  were  once  safe  at  chapel ; 
since,  on  Sundays,  Lady  William  generally 
made  a  point  of  attending  vespers;  and  he 
had  so  strenuously  insisted  upon  not  being 
treated  as  a  ceremonious  guest,  that  she 
did  not  break  through  her  established 
rule  this  evening,  as  she  always  wished  to 
have  her  son  and  Pauline  under  her  eyes; 
though  she  had  frequently,  with  pleas^ire, 
remarked,  that  neither  Father  Benedetto, 
nor  Madame,  seemed  to  wish  to  encourage 
any  intimacy  between  them.  Belthorpe, 
she  knew^  was  more  complaisant:  still  her 
mind  was  comparatively  at  ease,  as  she 
knew  her  son  stood  in  the  greatest  awe  of 
the  friar,  with  whom  he  was  nevertheless 
a  very  great  favourite,  and  from  whom 
he  met  with  more  indulgence  than  any- 
other 
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ether    member    of    the   family    had    ever 
done. 

Our  hero  being,  however,  left  to  his 
own  reflections,  wishing  to  see  Donald  the 
moment  he  returned  from  the  turret, 
^valked  up  stall's  into  his  own  room;  and 
though  not  naturally  impatient,  he  thought 
evei'y  moment  an  age,  till  he  made  his 
appearance,  when  his  countenance,  before 
he  spoke,  convinced  his  lord,  that  he  had 
succeeded  ho  the  utmost  of  his  v/ishes ; 
and  the  m.oment  he  had  closed  the  door, 
he  pulled  a  small  roll  of  paper  out  of  his 
pocket,  saying — ''  Here  it  is,  my  Lord; 
and  if  its  contents  do  but  give  you  half 
the  gratiiication  the  sight  of  me  did  the 
writer,  I  should  not  mind  scaling  his  pri- 
son from  the  road,  to  bring  you  such  an- 
other/* 

'''You  are  sure  all  is  safe,  Donald,"  re- 
plied the  scarcely  less  pleased  Marquis; 
"  you  left  every  thing,  I  hope,  exactly  as 
you  found  them  ?'* 

''  I  am  cbnfident  even  the  Father  w^auld 

never 
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never  suspect  that  any  one  has-  beert  in  (h^ 
lumber-roonij  milch  less  so  near  his  pri- 
soner, who  seems  in  such  spirits  it  did  my 
heart  good  to  see  him;  and,  as  they  say^ 
'r-th^  better  day  the  better  deed^'  I  am  sure^ 
I  could  not  have  been  better  employed'^ 
since  the  poor  young  gent]eman< — (for  •! 
iiiake  no  doubt  he  is  a  man  of  conse-^ 
quencey  else  the  Father  wolild  neVer  keep 
him  thus  confined)— but,  as  I  was  saying, 
he  must  now  be  convinced  tha>C  Wfe  are  not 
sporting  with  his  feelings." 

''  God  forbid  I  should  be  so  cruel!" 
hastily  rejoined  our  hero:  '^no,  I  am  re- 
solved to  eifect  his  liberation  privately,  if 
possible,  if  he  is,  as  I  suspect,  an  oppressed 
s^nd  injui^ed  man  ;  and,  at  all  events,  the 
friar  can  have  no  right  to  keep  him  thws 
secluded.  Therefore,  if  I  am  not  -^bso- 
liWely  ioiuviftced  that  he  has  beferl  wrorig- 
fidly  confined^  B  will  oblige  Ihe  mortk  id 
pFO'Ve  why  he  has  thus  daringly  violated 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain.  But  I  can  come 
to  nO'  determiQatio^n  till  I  have  read  what 

the 
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ihg  prisoner  has  written  me;  and  I  shall 
not  enter  upon  his  tale^  till  I  retire  for  the 
night;  so  I  shall  now  go  down  again.  We 
shall  probably  retire  early ;  and  before  to- 
morrow, I  sha;ii  have  made  up  ray  mind 
to  how  proceed;"  unlox:king  his  travel- 
ling writing-box,  in  which  he  deposited 
the  packet,  and  taking  out  a  twenty-pound 
iK)te,  gave  it  Donald/as  a  small  return,  he 
ixiid,  for  the  risk  he  had  mn  in  the  cause  of 
humanity. 

The  valet's  bow,  in  return  for  this  pre-^ 
sent,  like  Corporal  Trim's,  upon  a  similar 
occasion,  was  more  expressive  of  his  gra- 
titude thanany  speech  he  could  have  rrlade; 
and  our  gratified  hero  returned  into  the 
parlour,  where  he  Vv^as  soon  joined  by  the 
family.  The  emigrees  had  departed  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Belthorpe,  the  moment 
vespers  were  over;  the  tutor  did  not  return 
to  supper;  and,  at  the  accustomed  hour  of 
Ten,  the  party  separated  as  usual ;  and  onr 
hero  being  extremely  anxious  to  peruse 
his  manuscript,  merely  suffered  Donald  to 

pull 
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pull  off  his  bootSj  and  make  up  the  fife, 
■before  he  dismissed  him,  with  orders  to 
-come  to  him  the  moment  the  family  went 
-to  mass  in  the  morning,  as  he  should,  ere 
'then,  have  come  to  some  resolution  how 
to  proceed  with  the  poor  captive. 

No  sooner  was  his  Lordship  left  alone, 
!than  he  unrolled  the  manuscript  he  had  re- 
<:eived;  and  as  it  was  very  legibly  written 
in  a  neat  Italian  hand,  and  in  that  lan- 
guage, he  found  he  should  have  no  diffi- 
culty, as  he  feared  v/ould  have  been  the 
case,  in  decyphering  it.  We  shall  there- 
iore  begin  our  next  chapter  with  the  cap- 
tive's tale,  as  we  wish  to  interest  our  rea- 
ders in  his  favour. 


CHAP, 
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'^'  TffE  earliest  recollection  I  have  of  my 
childhood  is,  that  I  was  the  inmate  of  a 
vinedresser's  cottage,  who  rented  a  large 
vineyard,  belonging  to  a  neighbouring 
monastery  of  Carthusian  Friars.  An  old. 
woman,  who  was  either  my  mother  or 
nurse,  (she  styled  herself  the  former),  had 
the  care  of  me ;  and  we  boarded  with  the 
family  of  Ludovico,  the  name  of  the  te- 
nant of  the  vineyard,  which  was  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Milan. 

''  My  mother  was,  I  soon  learned,  very 
much  patronized  by  the  prior  and  monks 
belonging  to  the  convent  I  have  already 

VOL.  II.  H  mentioned, 
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mentioned,  as  she  was  their  sempsti*css^ 
and  frequently  executed  their  private  com- 
missions; for  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that,  as  I 
grew  up,  I  was  convinced,  by  sad  experi*- 
ence,  that  sanctity  does  not  always  dwell 
in  monasteries. 

''  But,  to  return  to  myself,  as  I  wish  to 
be  as  concise  as  possible.-— At  an  early- 
age,  I  was  taken  into  this  convent,  where  1 
was  taught  to  write  and  read,  by  the  Prior 
himself;  and  when  old  enough,  I  used  tor 
attend  upon  him,  while  he  said  mass.  He 
was  by  no  means  an  ill-tempered  man ; 
and  as  I  had  never  felt  any  great  affection 
for  my  mother,  who  died  soon  after  I  was 
turned  of  ten  years  of  age,  I  soon  attached 
myself  to  the  Padre  Antonio;  as  I  ought 
to  have  observed,  I  was  never  permitted 
to  leave  the  convent,  after  once  I  had  en- 
tered the  great  gates ;  nor  did  I  ever,  from 
that  time,  see  any  member  of  Ludovico's 
family,  though  I  make  no  doubt  they  now 
and  then  came  to  the  grate;  but  all  access  to 
that  was  strictly  forbidden  me.    Therefore, 

thougb  . 
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though  I  had  a  much  larger  range^  I  was 
ias  much  a  prisoner  as  I  have  been  since  t 
became  an  inhabitant  of  Langhton  Priory; 
with  this  difference,  in  Italy  I  had  not  only 
the  free  run  of  the  garden,  but  I  knew  that 
I  resided  in  the  convent  of  the  Spirito 
Sancto,  near  Milan;  whereas,  till  you^  my 
iioble  friend,  gave  me  the  information,  I 
knew  not  even  the  name  of  the  ovr'ner  of 
the  house  I  now  inhabit. 

".  I  shall  not  tire  you  with  a  detail  of 
the  monotonous  life  I  led  at  the  Italian 
inonastery,  though  1  certainly  enjoyed  a 
sort  of  negative  happiness  there,  which  I 
have  never  experienced  in  England ;  still  1 
was  often  anxious,  as  I  grew  up,  to  know 
who  were  my  parents;  never  having  been 
absolutely  convinced  that  I  was  Veronica's 
son,  as  she  was  a  very  old  woman,  and 
never  had  appeared  to  entertain  any  great 
degree  of  affection  for  me.  Ludovico  had, 
besides,  often  hinted,  in  my  hearing,  that 
there  was  some  mystery  annexed  to  my 
M)irth;  which* she  carefully  concealed;  and 
H  g  the 
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the  moTiks^  when  I  questioned  them^  were 
by  110  means  agreed  respecting  me.  Some 
told  me^  that  I  had  been  taken  into  the 
convent  out  of  charity;  others^  who  were 
tiot  fond  of  the  Prior^  declared  their  belief 
that  he  received  a  very  handsome  sum 
yearly  for  my  board ;  and  there  were  some 
who  did  not  scruple  to  hin^t,  that  I  was  the 
Padre  Antonio's  son,  by  a  lady  whom  he 
had  formerly  confessed.  Which  of  them 
were  in  the  right,  I  cannot  take  upon  me 
to  say;  though  I  cannot  suppose  I  was  the 
Prior's  son — no  father  could  have  acted  so 
treacherously  by  a  child  as  he  has  done  by 
me;  yet,  to  do  him  justice,  he  spared  no 
pains  upon  my  education;  that  is,  he  made 
ine  a  proficient  in  the  dead  languages,  and 
suffered  me  to  read  Homer,  Virgil,  &c. ; 
though  he  frequently  gave  me  to  under- 
stand, that  I  must  take  my  vows  at  a  pro- 
per age.  In  consequence,  I  was  obliged 
to  wade  through  the  voluminous  writings 
of  the  fathers  of  the  church,  which  I 
thought  very  dry  and  uninteresting,  when 

compared 
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compared  to  Cicero's  Orations^  Tiilly's; 
Offices,  and  other  .Pagan  writers,  as  the 
Padre  styled  them  :  yet,  to  my  great  joy^ 
he  allowed  me  free  access  to  the  library; 
and  some  of  my  pleasantest  hours  were 
spent  in  poring  over  the  Greek'  folios  it 
contained;  from  the  perusal  of  which,  I 
certainly  did  not  imbibe  any  very  correct 
idea  of  the  present  race  of  Italians;  and 
the  monks  were  certainly  very  degenerate 
characters,  when  compared  to  my  favourite 
ancient  Romans. 

"  I  need  not  inform  you,  my  noble 
friend,  that  the  French  revolution  soon 
extended  its  baneful  effects  to  the  monks 
far  beyond  the  Alps;  and  the  greatest 
alarm  was  entertained,  in  1794,  for  the 
safety  of  the  Catholic  church  in  general. 
Masses  were  daily  said  in  our  convent;  I 
believe,  for  the  ensuing  six  months,  tlie 
monks  were  really  devout.  But,  as  you 
must  be  infinitely  better  acquainted  than  I 
was,  even  at  the  time,  with  the  rapid  pro- 
gress the  French  armies  were  making  m 
H  3  Italy^. 
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Italy,  at  the  period  I  mention,  I  shall 
only  say,  that  it  was  seriously  debated 
among  the  monks,  whether  they  flight  not 
to  seek  their  safety  in  flight,  and  to  take 
refuge  in  other  convents  of  the  same  or- 
der, in  those  Italian  states  that  Were  as  yet 
at  peace  with  the  French  republic. 

'*  How  the  generality  of  the  fathers  dis- 
posed of  themselves,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
say;  but  while  they  wer^  all  in  this  state 
of  alarm,  the  Prior  called  me,  one  morn- 
ing, into  his  cell,  and  told  me,  that  having 
long  foreseen  that  he  should  be  obliged  to 
beccm^e  a  fugitive,  if  he  v^ished  to  preserve 
his  life,  he  had  written  to  a  relation  he 
bad  in  England,  from  whom  he  had  just 
received  a  very  kind  answer,  offering  him 
and  any  of  his  friends  a  safe  asylum  in 
that  country — '  Thither,  therefore,  I  am 
resolved  to  bend  my  steps,'  he  went  on ; 
*  and  f  mean  to  make  you  the  companion 
of  my  journey.  My  brethren  may  remain 
here,  or  follow  my  example,  as  they  think 
most  expedient;  since  I  shall  not  inform 
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them  of  my  intentions^  as  I  wish  to  travel 
iinmalested;  of  course,  I  shall  throw  ofi* 
my  monk's  dress:  you  can  have  no  ob- 
jection to  my  plan,  since  all  places  must 
be  alike  to  you;  and  you  will  enjoy  infi- 
nitely more  freedom  in  England  than  you^ 
ever  did  here,  as  there  are  no  convents 
there/ 

'^  You  may  suppose  what  my  answer 
was,  my  noble  friend,  as  I  thought  I  must 
be  happy,  if  once  emancipated  from  my 
prison.  The  monk  had  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money  by  him  to  defray  our  expences 
upon  the  road,  and  his  friend  was  to  pro- 
vide for  his  and  my  future  wants;  never- 
theless, he  thought  fit  to  make  free  with  all 
the  finest  jewels  belonging  to  the  convent 
treasury  (which  had  been  the  offerings  of 
many  pious  devotees  to  the  shrines  of  va- 
rious saints  in  our  chapel),  and  with  all 
the  gold  plate ;  alledging,  in  excise  for 
what  he  would,  of  course,  have  deemed 
sacrilege  in  any  other  person,  that,  if  he 
II  4  did' 
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did  not  secure  these  valuables,  the  French; 
would.  I  thought  he  acted  very  differently 
tx)  what  HIV  favourite  Romans  would  have 
done  upon  a  similar  occasion ;  but  I  knew 
it  would  be  in  vain  to  alledge  their  ex- 
ample, to  deter  him  from  committing' 
what  I  thought  a  theft;  therefore,  suffice 
it  to  say,  that  we  departed  at  dusk  that 
evening. 

"  Ludovico,  who  had  long  been  the- 
Prior's  agent  in  all  his  private  business, 
had  a  carriage  in  waiting  for  us,  in  which 
we  proceeded  very  rapidly  to  Genoa,  where 
we  drove  to  the  house  of  a  friend  of  Pa- 
dre Antonio's,  who  received  us  very  civilly, 
and  with  whom  we  remained,  till  w^e  em- 
barked on  board  a  merchant-vessel,  bound 
to  Bristol, 

''  Unfortunately,  I  only  understood 
Greek,  Latin,  and  Italian,  and  no  soul  on 
boatd  ihe  ship  understood  either.  The 
Padre  did  not  seem  sorry  that  I  was  thu& 
effectually  prevented  ffoin  informing  any 
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one  who  we  were,  or  whence  we  came ;: 
he  even  prohibited  me  from  endeavouring 
to  converse  by  signs  with  the  sailors. 

"  After    a    pleasant,    though    tedious 
voyage,  we  were  landed  safe  at  Bristol,  I 
presume,  as  I  know  the  vessel  was  bound 
thither,  and  it  seemed  a  very  large  town. 
I  only  know  that  we  sailed  up  a  narrow 
river,  for  some  miles,  before  the  ship  was 
moored,  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  city. 
I  had  formed  a  very  high  opinion  of  Eng- 
land, as  we  glided  slowly  along,  hetweeii 
rocks,  woods,   and  verdant  lawns;    and  T. 
was  particularly  struck  with  a  sort  of  town. 
we  passed,  which    reminded  me  of  Italy, 
just  before  we  reached  Bristol,  where  we 
took  up  our  abode  at  an  inn,  where  we 
remained  five  days;  during  which  time,  the 
Padre  would  not  suffer  me  to  stir  out,  for 
fear  I  should  lose  myse]f>  he  said;  and  our 
room  only  looked   into   a   back  court — 
therefore  I  grew  heartily  tired  of  my  con- 
finement. 

lib  ^^The 
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"  The  Prior  wrote^  the  day  after  his 
arrival;,  to  his  friend^,  and  chose  to  carry 
the  letter  himself  to  the  post-office;  still  I 
attributed  the  restraint  he  imposed  upon 
me^  to  his  regard  for  me^  not  presuming 
he  could  have  any  other  reason  for  keep- 
ing me  so  close  a  prisoner;  and  I  had 
sense  enough  to  know  that  I  was  ignorant 
and  inexperienced  enough  to  warrant  liia 
caution  ;  since^,  independent  of  my  never 
having  stirred  without  the  walls  of  a  mo- 
nastery since  I  was  a  mere  child,  I  was  not;, 
if  the  Padre  was  to  be  believed;,  above 
sixteen  when  we  reached  England. 

''  But,  on  the  fifth  day  after  our  arrival 
at  Bristolj  the  expected  answer  to  the  Pa- 
dre's letter  came  to  hand;  and  he  informed 
me;,  that  we  were  invited  to  take  up  our 
abode,  for  the  present,  in  the  house  of  an 
English  nobleman,  a  Catholic,  with  whom 
his  friend  Padre  Martini  resided;  and  he 
meant  to  proceed  thither  the  next  morn- 
ing, as  we  were  at  some  distance  f/om  the 
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gentleman's  we  were  going  to  visits,  who 
had  inclosed  a  note  in  the  letter  to  defray 
our  travelling  expences. 

''The  following  day,  therefore^  we  left 
Bristol,  in  a  post-chaise;  this  my  travelling 
companion  told  me,  in  answer  to  my  in- 
quiry, informing  me  that  he  had  a  list  of 
the  names  of  all  the  towns  we  were  to 
pass  through  during  our  journey,  which  I 
found  very  pleasant,  as  We  were  in  the 
height  of  summer,  and  did  not  travel  all 
night. 

*'  On-  the  third  evening,  about  dusk,  we 
drove  into  a  very  large  populous  town ;  and 
upon  reaching  the  inn,  where,  I  rather  un- 
tlerstood,  we  were  to  spend  the  night,  we 
found  the  Prior's  friend.  Padre  Ma.rtini,  as 
he  calls  himself,  but  whom  you,  doubtless 
with  more  truth,  style  the  Padre  Benedetto, 
who  seemed  delighted  to  see  us  both;  and 
I  was  highly  gratified  by  the  cordiality  with  ' 
which  he  welcomed  me^to  England,  little 
suspecting  that  him,  and  my  early  pro- 
tcctor^  iiieant,  it  should  appear^  to  immure  ' 
H  6  nije 
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me  for  life^  in  the  apartment  in  wHich  yoi^ 
found  me — and  why  they  should  thus  keep 
me  confmedj  I  cannot  divine^  though  it 
may  be  supposed  that  T  have  often  seri- 
ously reflected  upon  their  strange  and 
cruel  conduct  towards  me;  sinc'e  1  so- 
lemnly declare,  that  I  never,  to  my  know- 
ledge, injured  any  man;  nor  was  I  ever; 
as  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word,  guilty  of  any  crime; 
"Why  need  the  Prior  have  brought  me 
from  Italy,  merely  to  render  me  com- 
pletely miserable  ?  Vvould  to  Heaven  he 
had  left  me  behind!  I  could  but  have 
fallen  a  sacrifice  to  t^e  French,  and  death 
would  have  been  far  preferable  to.  the  life 
1  lead.  Excuse  this  digression:  I  resume 
my  story. 

*^' The  two  old  gentlemen  having  con- 
Tcrsed  for  some  time  in  a  very  low  voice-, 
at  one  cxtrem.ity  of  a  very  large  rGom> 
v/hile  I  sat  at  the  other.  Father  Benedetto, 
fis  you  style  him,  started  up,  declaring  it 
was  half-past-nine^  and  he  must  be  goings 

having 
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liaving  promised  to  return  home  that  even« 
^  ing.  The  Padre  Antonio  complained  of 
fatigue^  and,  as  his  friend  seemed  unwil- 
ling to  return  alone  at  so  late  an  hour, 
proposed  my  accompanying  him^,  pro» 
mising  tO  be  with  us  by  the  family  breaks 
fast  hour,  the  next  morning.  Of  course^ 
I  made  no  objection;  therefore,  between 
ten  and  eleven,  in  a  fine  star-light  night, 
in  JuiV^  I  set  forward  with  my  new  friend. 

''  Very  little  passed  between  us,  during 
a  drive  of  an  hour  or  more,  if  I  except 
the  Father's  congratulations  upon  our 
having  reached  England  in  safety.  At  last, 
however,  after  a  long  silence,  he  called  to 
the  driver  to  stop  at  a  style  by  the  road 
side,  telling  m.e,  we  would  walk  across  the 
fields,  as,  having  made  it  so  Jate,  he  did 
not  like  to  drive  up  to  the  door,  for  fear 
of  disturbing  the  family;  and,  I  fancy,  he 
made  pretty  near  the  same  excuse  to  the 
postillion. 

'''  Having  been  riding  so  much  of  late> 
I  was  not  sorry  to  have  an  opportunity 

of. 
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of  Stretching  my  legs ;  my  small  stock 
of  baggage  I  had  left  with  the  Prior; 
therefore^  leaping  out  of  the  chaise,  I  fol- 
lowed my  new  friend  across  several  fields, 
and  then  down  a  narrow  road,  at  one  ex- 
tremity of  which  stood  his  patron's  house, 
he  told  me;  and  when  I  caught  a  glimpse 
of  the  building,  it  strongly  reminded  me 
of  the  monastery  I  had  so  lately  quitted. 
The  Father  laughed  at  the  remark,  but 
did  not  chiise  to  inform  rr.e,  that  the  man- 
sion in  sight  had  once  been  adapted  to 
■similar  purposes,  which  I  have  learned 
from  your  kind  explanatory  letter^  my 
generous  friend. 

'' At  last,  we  reached  a  small  door,  by 
which,  he  said,  we  would  enter,  not  to 
create  any  noise  or  disturbance.  Having, 
cautiously  unlocked  it,  he  made  me  a  sign^ 
to  go  in;  and  though  the  painted  windows 
merely  emitted  a  faint  glimmering  of 
light,  I  soon  perceived  that  we  were  in  a 
chapel.  The  Father  having  allov»^ed  me 
full   time   to  look  round  me,  as  he  both 

locked/ 
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locked,  barred,  and  bolted  the  door  by 
which  we  had  entered,  he  then  led  me  to- 
wards a  second,  which  having  opened,  he 
pulled  a  bell,  and,  in  a  i'ew  moments, 
Francisco,  if  that  is  his  name,  came  run- 
ning down  stairs,  and  with  a  light;  and 
we  proceeded  into  the  Father's  apartment, 
where  he  again  welcomed  me  to  England,, 
oflering  me  some  refreshments;  but  I  was 
more  inclined  to  go  to  rest  than  to  eat  or 
drink.  I  was,  therefore,  shewn  into  a  room- 
directly  over  the  Padre's,  which  seemed  to 
have  been  prepared  for  my  reception,  and 
I  had  certainly  no  reason  to  complain  of 
my  bed;  but  when  I  awoke  in  the  morn- 
ing, 1  was  astonished  to  perceive  that  my 
apartment  had  only  a  skylight,  as  you  have 
seen,  and  had  certainly,  in  many  respects, 
the  appearance  of  a  prison;  still  I  enter- 
tained no  fears  of  its  proving  one. 

"Having  dressed  myself,  I  felt  my  way 
dov/n   the  narrow  winding  staircase  I  had 
ascen.ded  the  preceding  night.     I  was  ra- 
ther surprised^  upon  finding  the  door  lead- 
ing 
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Ing  into  the  Father's  apartment  fastetietl 
on  the  outside,  and  cased  with  iron  within^ 
I  knocked^  but  no  one  answered,  for  soms 
time;  at  last,  however,  I  heard  approach'- 
ing  footsteps,  and  knocked  louder  than^ 
before,  when  the  door  was  opened  by  the 
Father  himself,  -who  asked  me  how  I  had 
slept,  and  whether  I  did  not  want  my 
breakfast  ?  adding — '  Your  apartment  was 
fitted  up  for  a  lunatic,  and  I  hope,  in  fu- 
ture, you  will  consider  yourself  as  one, 
since,  whether  or  not,  you  are  not  to  stir  , 
beyond  its  boundaries.' 

''  I  believe  I  was  silly  enough  to  laug-lr, 
presuming  he  wp:S  merely  amusing  himself 
at  my  expence;  but  I  soon  found, he  was  , 
in  earnest,  as  he  assured  me  the  Prior  had 
set  out  on  his  return  to  Italy,  that  very 
morning,  having  merely  come  to  England 
to  deliver  me  into  'rls  hands.  In  vain  did 
I  request  to  be  informed  why  i  was  to  be 
thus  c*-«  €!iy  treated?  all  he  chose  to  say. 
was,  that  it  was  necessary  I  should  be  con- 
fined^ on  account  of  my  family;  assuring 
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me  that  I  should  v/ant  for  nothing  but 
liberty ;  and  to  me,  who  had  been  all  my 
life  buried  in  a  cloister^  that  could  be  of 
little  comparative  value.  I  should  have 
plenty  of  good  books  to  read;  and  I  might 
sit  and  fancy  myself  the  son  of  some  very 
great  man — of  a  monarch,  if  I  chose,  wha 
did  not  chuse  that  I  should  succeed  him; 
since  he  never  should  inform  me  to  whom 
I  owjed  my  existence;  he  had  sworn^not  to 
do  so,  and  he  should  not  perjure  himself 
to  satisfy  my  curiosity.  I  was_,  as  he  had 
told  m.e,  under  the  roof  of  his  patron,  v/ho 
was  p'ivy  to  my  arrival  in  England,  and 
who  approved  of  my  being  secluded  from 
every  eye. 

''  Thus  did  he  go  on,  keeping  me  upon 
the  stairs,  at  the  bottom  of  which  he 
stood^  till,  forgetting  that  I  was  a  mere 
stripling,  and  very  unable  to  cope  with 
him,  I  endeavoured  to  force  my  way  past 
him,  meaning  to  make  m.y  escape,  with- 
out reflecting  that  I  was  pennyless,  in 
a  foreign  land,  and  neither  knew  who  \ 

was.^ 
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was,  nor  which  way  to  turn.  The  Father, 
however^  easily  frustrated  my  Intention,  by 
presenting  a  pistol  to  my  head,  and  de- 
siring me  instantly  to  return  up  stairs,  or 
he  would  have  me  chained  to  the  floor, 
imd  keep  me  upon  bread  and  water,  for  a 
month.  Francisco  also,  armed,  came  to  hi& 
assistance;  and  as  I  had  no  weapon  to  aet 
upon  the  defensive,  and  felt  that  life  was 
still  sweet,  I  returned  to  my  prison ;  and 
from  that  time,  I  have  never  even  des- 
cended the  stairs ;  though  I  have  some- 
times doubted  whether  they  dare  have  laid 
violent  hands  on  me.  vStill,  whither  could 
'I  have  gone,  had  I  succeeded  in  escaping? 
the  family,  I  dare  say,  suppose  me  a  luna- 
tic, as  it  must  be  known  I  am  in  the  house, 
I  should  presume;  yet,  at  times,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  no  one  is  in  the  secret 
but  the  Padre  and  his  man. 

'^  Once  a-nionth,   the  former  visits  me, 
and  exhorts  me  to  confess  my  sins;  this  I 
have  absolutely  refused  to  do,  to  my  jai- 
lor,, as  I  style  him;  he  is,  therefore,  con- 
vinced^ 
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vinced^  he  says^  that  I  am  really  a  lunatic^ 
since  no  other  would  live  in  such  a  state 
of  reprobation.  I,  in  reply,  tell  him^  he 
may  have  the  satisfaction  of  rendering  me 
so,  in  time;  often  inquiring,  what  is  to 
become  of  me,  should  I  survive  him?  and 
I  know^  at  times^  I  have  probed  his  con- 
science pretty  severely,  since,  of  late,  he 
has  thrown  out  hints^  that,  pe;:haps,  he 
might  be  inclined  to  liberate  me^  upon 
certain  conditions;  not  that  he  supposes 
that  I  should  object  to  taking  a  solemn 
oath,  never  to  mention  having  been  con- 
lined  in  England,  and  he  might,  in  that 
case,  send  me  out  to  the  West  Indies,  or, 
perhaps,  procure  me  a  situation  in  Ireland, 
in  a  Catholic  family,  as  a  fugitive  Italian, 
escaped  from  a  monastery  abroad ;  but  he 
has  never  yet  come  to  the  point,  though  I 
€im  well  convinced  he  now  wishes  I  had 
remained  in  Italy;  indeed,  I  rather  sup- 
pose, it  answered  the  Prior's  purpose  to 
bring  me  away  v/ith  him,  since  it  was  cer- 
tainly not  the  good  vtill  he  bore  me,  which 

induced 
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induced  him  to  make  me  his  travellrn^r 
companion.  When  heartily  tired  of  the 
tedium  of  the  life  I  lead,  I  have  advised 
the  Padre  to  make  away  with  me  at  once; 
but  thatj  I  am  sure,  he  dare  not  do,  or  he 
V70uld  long  since  have  rid  the  world  of 
such  a  useless  being. 

'^  I  have  now,  my  generous  friend/  as  I 
hope  to  be  forgiven  for  my  sins  of  omis- 
sion and  commission,  in  the  next  world,. 
related  all  J  know  of  myself,  from  my  ear- 
liest infancy  down  to  the  present  lime. 
Could  yQU  contrive  to  liberate  mc,  and 
put  me  in  a  way  to  earn  my  bread  in  an 
honest  manner,  you  would  make  me  the 
happiest  of  men,  and  my  gratitude  -would 
be  unbounded;  since,  should  I  succeed  in 
getting  away,  the  Padre  should  prove  by 
whose  authority  he  acts,  before  he  con- 
fined me  again — -yet,  hov/  dare  I  expect 
that  a  total  stranger  will  ran,  perhaps,  a 
very  great  risk,  merely  to  oblige  me ! 

*'  Still  your  cheering  promises  lead  me 
to  hope  you  will,  at  least,  make  an   atr 

tempt 
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tempt  to  rescue  a  fellow-creatiire  fronl 
such  a  state  of  bondage.  At  all  events, 
you  may  depend  upon  my  discretion,  and 
that  I  will  carefully  conceal  the  writing- 
materials  you  so  generously  provided  mc 
with.  I  am  sure  T  need  not  add,  that  I 
shall  be  all  impatience  till  I  again  see  yout 
servant — and  thus  concludes  your  much 
obliged  and  truly  grateful  Juiiano— such  is 
the  name  I  have  borne  from  my  infancy  * 
that  of  my  family  1  never  heard/' 


CHAP.  VIIL 


"  I  v/iLL  liberate  X\\^e,  or  perish  in  the 
attempt/'  mentally  exclaimed  our  hero, 
after  finishing  Juliano's  affecting  narrative; 

when. 
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\vhen,  as  It  grew  late,  he  hastily  iinclressec!> 
and  threw  himself  into  bed,  his  head  and 
heart  full  of  the  poor  captive,  whom  he 
thought  must  be  a  man  of  some  conse- 
quence, whom  it  behoved  Father  Ahfonio 
to  keep  concealed;  for  which  purpose,  he 
had  brought  him  with  him  from  Italy ;  and 
his  bribes  had  induced  Father  Benedetto  to 
take  charge  of  the  unfortunate  youth;  Mn 
Langhton's  bigotry  having  allowed  him  to 
turn  his  house  ihto  a  prison^  since  he  could 
iiot  suppose  he  was  aware  of  the  exact  si- 
tuation of  the  captive;  indeed,  he  rather 
suspected  that  he  had  been  given  to  -sup- 
pose he  was  insane. 

He  felt  very  unwilling  to  create  any 
bustle  at  the  Priory,  else  he  might  insist 
ugon  having  the  mattej^  explained,  and 
declare,  himself  openly  the  protector  of 
this  oppressed  young  man;  but  he  thought 
he  should,  perhaps,  inflict  a  greater  pu- 
nishment upon  the  friar,  could  he  secretly 
release  his  captive;  and  after  leaving  him 
for  some  time  a  prey  to  suspense,  Juliano 

might 
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tiiight  file  a  bill  in  chancery  against  hinii 
to  force  either  him^  or  his  friend,  th^ 
Prior,  to  declare  who  he  was;  and  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  stand  forward  in 
his  behalf,  upon  this  and  every  occasion, 
as  he  w^is  resolved  not  to  let  the  matteif 
drop,  till  he  had  fathomed  the  mystery 
which  hung  over  his  birth. 

As  for  his  being  a  natural  son  of  the 
Prior's^  that  was  improbable  in  the  ex- 
treme, since  he  would,  in  that  case,  have 
left  him  in  Italy,  most  probably;  at  all 
events,  it  would  have  been  useless  to  con- 
fine him.  No  !  he  must,  like  the  cele- 
brated iron  Mask,  be  a  person  of  no  small 
consequence ;  since,  doubtless,  both  the 
Prior  and  the  Padre  were  extremely  well 
paid  for  keeping  the  secret,  and  for  keep- 
ing him  in  such  total  ignorance  of  every 
circumstance  that  might  enable  him  to 
form  any  conjectures  likely  to  enable  him 
to  plan  his  escape;  thoiigh,  situated  as  he 
was,  as  he  justly  observed,  he  must  be  in- 
sane^ wei'e  he  to  make  the  attempt.     But 

with 
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Ivith  his  and  Donald's  assistance/  h^ 
thought  he  might  succeed  in  outwitting 
the  treacherous  old  Italian;  and  he  parti- 
cularly admired  his  spirit^  in  refusing  to 
confess  to  the  old  rascal^  who  was,  indeed, 
a  true  Jesuit. 

Thus  he  laid,  reflecting  and  revolving  ^ 
plans  for  Juliano's  escape,  till  the  bell,  as 
usual,  summoned  the  family  to  matins; 
soon  after  which,  he  forgot  himself;  and 
Donald,  who  had  not  slept  much  better, 
joined  him,  the  moment  he  heard  Algei*- 
^non  and  Belthorpe  go  down  stairs ;  when 
our  hero  briefly  recapitulated  the  heads  of 
Juliano's  story3  asking  the  attentive  valet, 
whether  it  would  be  possible  to  liberate 
him  privately,  and  without  creating  any 
bustle?  since,  let  what  would  be  the  con- 
sequence, he  v/as  resolved  to  remove  him 
from  his  present  abode. 

''  I  had  already  arranged  a  plan,  which  I 
will  now  submit  to  your  Lordship's  better 
judgment,'*  resumed  the  valet,  "  since  you 
are  resolved  to  befriend  the  prisoner/' 

niam 
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^^'  I  am  determined  to  do  so,  at  every 
risk;  though  I  should  greatly  prefer  get- 
ting him  off  unknown  to  the  friar;  and  I 
will  provide  for  him,  and  assert  his  rights, 
when  once  he  is  free.  So  let  me  heat 
your  scheme/' 

''  I  dare  say  your  Lordship  will  improve 
upon  it,  though  it  has  cost  me  some  hours' 
sleep  to  arrange  it.  The  frame  of  the 
sky-light  is,  you  already  know,  iron^  and 
he~  cannot  even  get  his  head  through  the 
single  pane  that  opens;  but  I  think,  that 
by  the  rneans  of  aquafortis,  in  a  few  days, 
I  can  sufficiently. corrode  the  iron  to  make 
it  bend,  if  not  break,  where  I  please;  and 
I  wull  be  bound  to  get  out  a  few  panes  of 
o-lass  without  noise — or  should  I  break  one^. 
by  placing  his  blankets  under  the  spot,  it 
willnot  create  any  disturbance;  and  I  am 
convinced,  with  a  proper  instrument,  I 
shall  be  able,  after  having  corroded  it,  to 
wrench  a  sufficient  opening  in  the  iron 
frame,  to  admit  of  the  prisoner's  getting 
out." 

VOL.  II.  I  ''So 
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''So  far,  so  good/'  resumed  the  Mar- 
quis; '^  but,  pray,  how  is  he  to  descend 
into  the  road  from  such  a  height,  as  it 
will  be  impossible  to  get  him  out  through 
the  house  ?" 

''  That  I  am  aware  of,  my  Lord;  but  I 
think  I  can  make  a  rope-ladder,  which  will 
enable  him  to  descend  in  safety  from  the 
turret,  as  I  shall  be  with  him,  of  course, 
^vhen  he  makes  the  attempt,  and  can  as- 
sist him  in  making  good  his  footing,  in  the 
ilrst  instance ;  ^nd  I  will  be  bound  to  se- 
cure the  ladder  against  slipping;  therefore, 
if  he  has  any  courage,  I  make  no  doubt  of 
landing  him  very  safely. in  the  road." 

"  Your  plan  is  certainly  very  feasible ; 
but,  for  God's  sake  I  let  us  take  care,  that 
in  our  anxiety  to  liberate  this'young  man, 
we  are  not  the  occasion  of  his  breaking 
his  neck.  Besides,  it  will  not  be  sufficient 
to  get  him  without  these  walls,  we  must 
also  provide  him  with  a  guide  and  an  asy- 
lum, as  I  am  resolved  to  assert  his  claims, 
when  once  he  is  at  liberty;  yet  I  da  not 

chuse 
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chiise  to.mention  my  intention  to  any  of 
my  friends^  at  present^  since  they  might 
condemn  my  knight-errantry,  and  I  should 
not  wish  to  act  in  direct  opposition  to 
their  advice.  Besides^  were  I  to  send  him 
into  Scotland,  it  might  get  wind;  and  I 
am  convinced,  that  the  Father  must  be 
taken  unawares,  to  induce  him  to  confess; 
therefore,  I  think  he  had  better  proceed 
immediately  to  London.  But  then,  how 
must  he  travel,  and  with  whom  ?  I  cannot 
send  you  with  him,  and  I  don't  chuse'  to 
let  any  of  the  other  servants  know  of  my 
intentions.*' 

'^  Shall  I  write  to  my  brother,  my  Lord? 
you  may  always  command  his  services; 
and  lam  sure  he  will  feel  highly  honoured 
by  being  made  privy  to  your  humane  in- 
tentions." 

''  A  very  good  thought,  Donald — your 
brother  may  be  depended  upon ;  therefore, 
write  to  him  at  all  events,  to  come  down 
to  Manchester  (where  you  will  give  him 
the  meeting)  upon  receipt  of  your  letter. 
I  2  Enter 
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Enter  ii.to  no  explanations — reserve  all 
those  till  you  meet:  his  wife  can  manage 
his  business  during  his  absence^  I  presume: 
at  all  events^,  I  will  make  him  amends  for 
the  trouble  I  shall  give  him/' 

''  I  am  sure,  ray  Lord,  he  will  deem  it  a 
pleasure  to  serve  you." 

''  I  know  he  is  a  good  soul ;  and  per- 
haps he  can  accommodate  the  fugitive  for 
a  short  time." 

'' I  dare  say  he  will  be  able  to  do  so; 
and  with  your  leave,  my  Lord,  I  will  ride 
over  to  Manchester,  and  put  jiiy  letter  iir 
the  post  there,  and  buy  the  ropes  I  shall 
want;  since  there  is  no  fear  of  the  pri- 
soner throwing  cold  water  upon  our 
scheme." 

"  I  will  write  him  our  intentions,  when 
I  come  up  to  dress,  and  you  shall  cany 
him  my  letter  at  the  usual  hour;  as  I  would 
have  you  set  out  upon  your  jaunt,  imme- 
diately after  I  have  finished  my  toilette; 
you  can  dine  and  bait  your  horse  at  Man- 
chester; and  as  I  shall  not  go  out  to-day, 

except 
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except  on  foot,  you  may  ride  Glow-worm^ 
(the  Marquis's  own  horse)  ;  he  will  soon 
carry  you  thither  and  back  again.  Tell 
the  servants,  you  are  going  to  Preston/  to 
make  some  purchases  for  me;  as  we  can- 
not, be  too  careful — for  Jesuits  are  re- 
nowned for  their  skill  in  plotting,  and  for 
discovering  those  formed  against  them. 
Francisco  is  doubtless  always  upon  the 
watch;  therefore,  I  repeat,  we  cannot  be 
too  cautious.'* 

Donald  promised  to  adhere,,  in  every 
particular^  to  his  lord's  instructions^  as  he 
felt  nearlyras  anxious  as  he  did,  to  liberate 
the  victim  of  the  Father*s  treachery;  re- 
solving to  write  immediately  to  his  bro- 
ther, who  had  once  lived  in  the  family, 
but  having  married  the  daughter  of  a  man 
who  kept  a  snufF-shop,  in  Wells-street,  Ox- 
ford-road, he  had,  some  few  years  prior  to 
the  late  Marquis  of  Endermay's  death,  suc- 
ceeded him  in  business,  and  was  now  doing 
extremely  well,  and  owner  of  a  very  good 
bouse,  part  of  which  he  always  let  fur- 
I  3  wished;. 
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ittished ;  therefore^  our  hero  thought  that 
the  young  Italian  would,  at  least  for  the 
present^  be  very  comfortably  situated  un- 
der his  roof;  and  sincerely  did  he  wish,  as 
he  descended  the  great  stairs,  that  he  was 
safely  arrived  in  Loncion,  as  he  dreaded 
something  intervening  to  mar  all  his 
schemes. 

As  the  family  expected  the  promised 
visit  from  the  party  at  Highwood,  they 
merely  strolled  in  the  garden,  after  break- 
fast; and  about  twelve,  the  Earl  and  Coun- 
tess of  Algernon.,  Lady  Winifred,  and  Lord 
Dunluce^  were  announced  and  shewn  into 
the  great  parlour.  Never  had  Mr.  Langh- 
ton  been  more  gratified.  Lady  William  was 
extremely  pleased  with  the  Countess,  and 
infinitely  flattered  by  her  politeness  to- 
wards her  and  her  daughter ;  as  her  ele- 
gant, easy,  fashionable  manners,  formed  a 
perfect  contrast  to  the  more  formal  Lady 
Winifred's,  whose  dress  did  not  appear  to 
have  undergone  any  material  alteration, 
since  she  had  last  visited  the  Priory,  as  she 

still. 
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Still,  in  defiance  of  fashion,  sported  a  black 
lace  hood,  and  a  short  apron. 

Lord  Dnnluce  was  upon  his  best  beha- 
viour, and  merely  used  his  quizzing-glass 
when  examining  the  portraits  which  deco- 
rated the  room;  still  he  fell  very  far  short 
of  Lady  William's  expectations;  and  Rosa- 
lie saw  still  less  to  admire  in  him,  though 
she  agreed,  when  he  was  gone,  that  he 
seemed  very  good-natured,  but  she  feared 
he  would  never  be  so  amiable  a  man  as  his 
father  appeared  to  be. 

The  necessary  forms  of  introduction 
being  over.  Lady  Winifred  said  she  came 
purposely  to  invite  Mr.  Langhton,  Lady 
William,  and  Mr.  and  Miss  Albany,  to  dine 
at  Highwood  on  that  day  week — "  I  pre- 
sume," she  added,  '^  it  would  be  a  mere 
compliment.  Sir,"  turning  to  the  Padre, 
"  to  ask  your  company.  But  I  shall  be 
happy  to  see  you;^  Mr.  Belthorpe." 

The  Father  bowed  an  assent  to  her  sup- 
position ;  and  Mr.  Langhton  hoped  she 
would'  excuse  him,  as  various  reasons,  his 
I  4  age 
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age  among  the  rest;,  rendered  him  very 
averse  to  leave  home.  His  daughter  and 
grandchildren  would  be  perfectly  safe  un- 
der the  care  of  the  Marquis  of  Endermay^ 
whom,  he  presumed,  her  Ladyship  meant 
to  include  in  her  invitation. 

^*  I  mean  to  do  more,  my  good  Sir,  as  I 
mean  to  make  his  Lordship  a  prisoner  at 
Highwood,  since  my  nephew  proposes 
leaving  me  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight; 
therefore,  you  must  allow  me  to  enjoy  a 
few  days  of  LoM  Endermay's  company, 
previous  to  his  leaving  Lancashire/* 

'•'  I  can  only  say,  we  shall  all  sin- 
cerely grieve,  when  the  Marquis  leaves  the 
Priory;  yet  we  cannot  be  so  selfish  as  to 
wish  him  to  prolong  his  visit,  situated  as 
he  is  with  respect  to  your  Ladyship.  We 
must,  therefore,  content  ourselves  with 
hoping  that  he  will  again  favour  us  with 
his  company,  whenever^he  can  make  it 
convenient.'* 

The  Marquis  made  a  very  polite  reply 
to  this  speech;  'and  Lady  William^  in  her 

own 
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own  and  her  children's  name,  promised  to 
wait  upon  the  spinster  at  the  appointed 
time;  Belthorpe,  of  course,  agreeing  to 
accompany  them  to  Highwood,  having 
been  extremely  flattered  by  being  included 
in  the  invitation. 

When  chocolate  had  been  brought  in, 
which  accorded  with  Lady  Winifred's  poU- 
tesse  cle  la  vielle  cour,  her  Ladyship,  while 
sipping  her  cup,  (having  previously  bes- 
towed her  tribute  of  adjniration  upon  the 
rich  old  Nanlcin  china,  in  w^hich  it  was 
served),,  said,  addressing  Mr.  Langhton — 
''  Though  I  have,  of  late  years,  like  your- 
self, my  good  Sir,  seldom  stirred  from 
home,  I  positively  mean  to  spend  a  month 
or  six  weeks  in  London,  next  spring.  Ay 
ward  is  now  in  her  nineteenth  year,  and 
ought  to  be  introduced  at  St.  James's;  and 
as,  I  suppose,  you  mean  your  grandchildren 
should  at  least  make  their  appearance 
there,  I  shall  request  that  Miss  Rosalie  Al- 
bany ^may  be  allowed  to  join  my  party. 
I  5  Possibly, 
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Possibly  you.  Lady  William,  may  have  no 
objection  to  again  visiting  the  metropolis, 
^hich  is  strangely  altered  and  enlarged, 
since  we  were  last  there;  however,  if  you 
are  inclined  to  take  such  a  journey,  we 
shall  make  a  nice  partie  quarree,'* 

'^  As  it  is  quite  as  necessary  that  my 
brother  should  be  presented  as  my  sister,'* 
hastily  exclaimed  our  hero,  ''  I  hope  Mr. 
Langhton  will  not  object  to  his  taking  the 
same  opportunity  to  pay  me  a  visit/' 

''  I  only  wish  he  possessed  yaur  stability, 
my  Lord/'  was  Mr.  Langhton 's  indirect 
reply. 

Lady  William  assured  the  old  lady,  thrvt 
could  any  thing  have  induced  her  to  leave 
the  Priory  for  any  length  of  time,  it  would 
have  been  the  recent  proposal — ''  But, 
though  I  must  beg  leave  to  decline  join- 
ing your  Ladyship's  party,"  she  went  on, 
"  if  my  father  has  no  objection,  I  shall 
very  thankfully  place  my  daughter  under 
your  Ladyship's  care;  and  Vt^hether  or  not, 

IshnI 
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I  shall  ever  feel  myself  greatly  obliged  for 
so  considerate  and  kind  a  proposal  in  her 
behalf/' 

''  I  am  not  so  much  the  enemy  of  Ro- 
salie, my  dear/'  replied  the  gratified  Mr. 
Langhton,  *'  as  to  start  any  objections  to 
her  accompanying  Lady  AVinifred^  and  her 
cousin,  to  London,'*  glancing  his  eyes  to- 
wards the  Padre^  as  much  as  to  say — ''  Have 
I  done  right  ? 

"  It  is  time  she  was  introduced  into 
life,"  gravely  resumed  the  friai-;  "  and 
while  under  the  care  of  Lady  Winifred  Al- 
bany, she  will  enjoy  every  advantage  the 
most  anxious  of  her  friends  could  desire/' 
.  Lady  Winifred,  to  whom  praise  was  al- 
ways acceptable,  thought  the  monk  both  a 
polite  and  sensible  man,  and  certainly  re- 
turned him  the  compliment  he  had  paid 
her  with  interest. 

''  And  may  I  hope.  Sir,  to  be  favoured 
with  my  brother's  company,  when  my  sis- 
ter visits  London  ?"  asked  our  herp^  in  a 
friendly  tone  of  intreaty. 

I  6  ''  Or 
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'''  Or  have  you  a  higher  opinion  of  my 
prudence^  my  good  Sir?"  gailv  exclaimed 
Lord  Algernon  ;  "  had  you  rather  my  god- 
son should  be  my  inmate?  As  his  guardian, 
I  am  certainly  intitled  to  such  a  mark  of 
your  confidence;  and  I  can  assure  you, 
that  I  will  keep  as  strict  a  watch  over  my 
nephew,  as  I  have  ever  done  over  my 
son/* 

''  Your  Lordship  does  both  him  and  me 
honour/' was  the  reply r'' but  as  I  mean 
Mr.  Belthorpe  should  accompany  Alger- 
non to  towRj  since  I  do  not  object  to  his 
going  thither,  I  trust  that  neither  you,  nor 
xhi^  Marquis  of  Endermay,  will  feel  of- 
fended at  their  going  into  private-lodgings, 
as  my  grandson  must  keep  good  hours, 
and  attend  as  usual  to  his  religious  duties. 
Lady  Winifred  will,  I  hope,  allow  him  ta 
have  frequent  access  to  his  sister,  whom  he 
can  accompany  to  mass,  and  the  other  Ca- 
tholic services." 

'*•  He  will  always  be  a  welcome  guest, 
wherever  I  take  up  my  abode,  Mr.  JLangh- 

ton/" 
6 


lANGIITON    PRIORY.  IS  I 

ton/*  replied  Lady  Winifred  ;  '^  and  I 
should  have  requested  Mr.  Albany  might 
have  been  my  inmate,  ifnly  ward  did  not 
reside  with  me." 

*'  And  we  must  content  ourselves.  Mar- 
quis/' said  the  Earl,  *'  (since  I  highly  ap- 
prove ofMr, La ngh ton's  arrangement),  with 
frequently  seeing  our  young  relative,  dur- 
ino-  his  <tav  in  London,  as  we  merelv  wish 
to  render  ourselves  useful  to  him,  but  not 
to  interfere  v/ith  the  plans  of  his  friends/' 

The  Marquis  spoke  to  the  same  effect; 
and  the  visitors  departed,  rejoicing  in 
-having  succeeded  far  better  than  they  had 
hoped  with  the  old  Catholic.  Lady  Wini- 
fred expressing  a  hope,  that  she  should  see 
Lord  Endermay  during  the  course  of  the 
week,  he  pramised  to  look  in  upon  her; 
and,  as  soon  as  they  were  gone,  went  to 
his  toilette,  feeling  very  happy  at  being 
thus  relieved  from  all  responsibility  res- 
pecting his  brother,  during  his  proposed 
stay  in  town,  as  he  was  but  too  well  con- 
vinced that  he  would^  as  he  often  boasted, 

make 
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make  himself  ample  amends  for  his  present 
strict  confinement.  He  did  not,  however^ 
commtinicate  these  reflections  to  Donald, 
but  furnished  him  with  a  very  plausible 
excuse  for  his  supposed  jaunt  to  Preston; 
and  having  dressed  a  la  hate,  he  dismissed 
him,  after  renewing  his  former  cautions, 
and  desiring  him  to  make  every  necessary 
purchase  to  facilitate  the  prisoner's  evasion, 
to  whom  he  wrote  a  short  letter,  explain- 
ing how  they  proposed  to  act,  and  what 
were  his  future  plans;  desiring  he  would 
have  an  answer  ready  against  the  following 
evening,  since  if  he  could  improve  upon 
their  notion,  they  should  thinkjhemselves 
obliged  to  him. 

While  our  hero  was  thus  employed,  Mr. 
Langhton  and  the  Father  were  closeted 
in  the  .scriptorium,  or  confessional-room, 
where  they  were  secure  from  interraption^ 
and  where  they  always  discussed  matters  of 
importance.  Now,  perhaps,  had  Lord  Al- 
gernon, and  the  hero  of  our  tale,  known 
that  the  friar  had  long  wished  that  both 

Algernon 
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Algernon  and  Rosalie  might  be  allowed  to 
visit  London,  and  to  associate  with  their 
father's  family,  they  would  not  have  been 
so  anxious  to  second  his  intention ;  as 
they  were  not  aware,  that  he  hoped  Rosa- 
lie would  either,  like  her  mother,  marry  a 
Protestant,  or  that,  when  once  she  emerged 
from  the  Priory,  she  would  imbibe  such  a 
dislike  to  it,  that  she  would  afford  him  an 
opportunity  of  advising  her  name  to  be 
omitted  in  her  grandfather's  will,  since  he 
made  no  doubt  of  her  coming  in  for  the 
greater  part  of  her  mother's  savings,  and 
he  wished  her  brother  to  be  the  old  gen- 
tleman's sole  heir;  of  course,  he  did  not 
suppose  that  his  London  journey  would  be 
attended  with  any  of  the  consequences  he 
hoped  would  follow  Rosalie's  introduction 
into  the  beau  monde,  since  he  certainly  en- 
tertained a  much  higher  opinion  of  Al- 
gernon than  he  deserved.  He  had,  there- 
fore, adroitly  sounded  his  patron  upon  the 
subject,  both  before  and  since  Lord  En- 
dermay  had  become  their  inmate;  having 
5  no 
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no  doubt,  as  he  had  told  Mr.  Langhton, 
but  the  Marquis  would  invite  his  brother 
to  return  the  visit  in  town,  and  a  flat  re- 
fusal would  not  only  affront  the  young 
peer,  but  might  perhaps  prove  very  ini- 
mical to  Mr.  Albany's  interest.  To  avoid, 
therefore,  offending  this  youthful  favpurite 
of  fortune,  it  had  been  agreed,  that  he 
should  be  informed  his  brother  should  be 
permitted  to  visit  London,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Belthorpe;  as  they  might  lodge 
in  the  vicinity  of  that  saint  upon  earth, 
the  Bishop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  from  whom 
they  could  learn  nothing  but  good. 

Thus,  therefore,  have  we  accounted  for 
Mr.  Langhton's  having  so  readily  con- 
sented to  his  grandson's  visiting  "that  sink 
of  sin,"  as  he  denominated  London;  since 
he  fancied  he  had  taken  every  precaution 
to  prevent  his  principles  being  perverted, 
as  he  fancied  Belthorpe  was  a  very  good 
man,  and  would,  besides,  be  ably  seconded 
by  the  worthy  Bishop;  and  as  he  knew  that 
Algernon  was  already  more  than  of  age,  he 

feared 
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feared  that  had  he  refused  his  consent  to 
his  leaving  the  Priory,  he  might  have  beeh 
spirited  up  by  his  uncle  and  brother  to 
have  rebelled,  and  he  did  not  think  he 
should  survive  his  changing  his  religion, 
which  might  follow  his  first  overt-act  of 
rebellion  against  his  authority,  as  he  might 
enter  the  army,  or  be  otherwise  supported 
by  his  rich  brother,  who,  should  he  feel 
himself  affronted,  might,  the  friar  had  sug- 
gested, go  any  lengths  to  be  revenged ; 
he,  therefore,  sincerely  congratulated 
his  worthy  patron,  when  they  were  safe 
closeted,  upon  having  so  ably  planned 
matters,  as  to  have  succeeded  in  pleasing 
every  body,  giving  him  all  the  honour  of 
having  done  so,  when,  in  fact,  the  super^ 
stitious  weak-minded  old  man  had  long 
been  a  mere  puppet  in  his  hands,  and  the 
humble  echo  of  his  thoughts;  therefore, 
no  one  chuckled  more  upon  this  occasion 
than  the  artful  ex-Jesuit,  who  had  secrets 
and  plans  of  which  his  patron  was  not  at 
all  aware,  though  he  fancied  he  was  as  un- 
reserved 
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reserved  in  his  communications  as  he,  Mr. 
Langhton,  had  always  been. 

Various  reasons  had  induced  him  to  con- 
nive at  Behhorpe's  introduction,  and  sub- 
sequent residence  at  the  Priory,  as  their 
acquaintance  had  been  of  long  standing, 
though  they  had  met  as  strangers  in  Lan- 
cashire. An  emigrant  priest,  who  would 
have  assisted  his  greatest  foe  to  rob  his 
greatest  friend,  had  the  latter  come  up  to 
his  price,  had  readily  undertaken  to  intro- 
duce the  fugitive  Belthorpe  to  the  Bishop 
of  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  who,  infinitely  too 
good  himself  to  suspect  others  of  artifice, 
and  having  a  very  great  esteem  for  the 
English,  had  readily,  after  having  heard  the 
lamentable  tale  the  ci-dcvant  confessor  had 
told  him,  given  him  letters  to  the  Padre 
Benedetto,  and  to  Mr.  Langhton,  (whom 
he  considered  as  saints  upon  earth),  as  he 
was  going  into  Lancashire. 

Thus  recommended,  he  was  received  as 
a  martyr  to  the  French  revolution,  at  the 
Priory;   and   as  he  had  been   acquainted 

with 
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with  Madame  de  La  Tour  in  France^  who 
had  preceded  him  into  the  country,  his 
account  of  her  greatly  raised  her  in  Mr. 
Lanohton's  estimation;  and  as  he  conti- 
nued very  subservient  to  the  Father-direc- 
tor^  he  was  still  in  great  favour  with  his 
patron,  and  the  sworn  friend  of  his  pupil,, 
whom  he  had  insensibly  totally  alienated 
from  the  monk,  whom  he  never  scrupled 
to  hold  up  to  the  ridicule  of  Algernon, 
and  whose  real  regard  for  him,  he  attri- 
buted to  the  most  interested  motives; 
since,  in  fact,  he  both  envied  and  hated 
the  Padre,  with  whom  he  was  nevertheless 
upon  the  most  social  terms;  and  as  he  had 
succeeded  in  rendering  his  pupil  nearly  as 
great  a  hypocrite  as  he  was  himself,  he 
appeared  the  more  obsequious,  and  the 
more  attached  to  the  old  Italian,  in  pro- 
portion as  he  grew  to  fear  and  dislike 
him. 

Lady  William  had  not  been  so  com- 
pletely his  dupe  as  the  Father  was,  as  she 
had  m.ore  than  once  seen  him  make  faces 

at 
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at  him,  when  he  fancied  himself  unper^ 
ceivedj  accompanied  by  gestures  indica- 
tive of  his  contempt  for  him,  which  had 
greatly  shocked  her;  since^  though  she  did 
not,  like  her  father,  fancy  that  the  monk,, 
had  he  remained  in  Italy,  would  have  been 
canonized  after  his  death,  and  enrolled 
among  the  already  numerous  legend  of 
Romish  saints,  much  less  did  she  expect 
miracles  would  be  wrought  at  his  tomb, 
yet  she  thought  him  a  much  better  cha- 
racter than  Belthorpe — possibly,  had  she 
been  in  all  his  secrets,  she  might  have  been 
of  a  difierent  opinion;  but  that  not  being 
the  case,  it  was  by  no  means  extraordinary 
she  should  give  him  the  preference,  though 
she  was  not,  like  Mr.  Langhton,  absolutely 
blind  to  his  failings;  and  as  the  Padre  was 
very  anxious  to  be  upon  good  terms  with 
her,  if  she  condescended  lo  hint  her  wishes 
to  him,  he  always,  in  appearance  at  least, 
conformed  to  them. 

She   was,   therefore,   extremely   hurt  to 
perceive    that   her   son    secretly    despised 

him,  ■ 
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liim/and  the  more  so,  as  he  was  continu- 
ally extolling  him  to  the  skies;  nay,  often 
did   he    out-Herod    Mr.    Langhton,    when 
dwelling  upoi]  his  superior  sanctity;    yet 
she  dared  not  open  the  friar's  eyes,  as  she 
knew  not  what  might  be  the  consequence 
of  her  thus  proclaiming  her  son's  failings, 
to   whom    she    privately  spoke   her   mind 
pretty  freely,  and  he  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade her  she  had  mistaken  his  meaning. 
Her  lectures  had,  however,  had  the  good 
efiect  to  put  him  more  upon   his  guard, 
and  Belthorpe  had  not  failed  to  enforce 
her  advice  very  strenuously;  therefore,  he 
was  more  than  ever  apparently  devoted  to 
the  friar,  though  his  dislike  of  him  had  in- 
creased, since  Lady  William  had  taken  hira 
to  task  about  him;  and  he  now  frequently 
prayed   for   his   speedy   release    from    his 
mundane  cares,  and  never  failed  to  drink  a 
good  journey  to    him,   wherever   he  was 
bound,  in  his  last  private  glass,,  Belthorpe 
generally  pledging  him,  and  both  form- 
ing 
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ing  many  resolutions,  which  were  all  to 
be  put  in  practice  when  his  head  was  laid 
low. 


CHAP.  IX. 


We  will  now  return  to  Donald,  who, 
mounted  on  Glow-worm,  soon  reached 
Manchester,  and  having  alighted  at  the 
first  inn  he  came  to,  he  put  up  his  horse, 
and  ordered  something  for  dinner,  to 
which  he  had  but  just  sat  down,  when  a 
stage-coach  drove  into  the  yard;  and,  upon 
inquiry,  he  found  that  it  came  in  every 
day  from  London,  at  nearly  the  same  hour, 
and  started  from  thence  every  morning  at 

five. 
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five.  He  therefore  added  a  postscript  to 
the  letter  he  had  already  written  his  bro- 
ther, in  which  he  desired  him,  if  possible, 
to  come  down  by  this  very  coach,  upon 
receipt  of  his  letter,  as  it  left  London  in 
the  evening,  he  understood,  merely  taking 
the  lead  of  the  mail.  At  all  events,  he 
wrote  him,  he  should  expect  to  find  a  let- 
ter at  the  Post-office,  Manchester,  (since 
he  forbid  his  franking  it,  as  usual,  to  his 
lord),  if  any  thing  prevented  him  from 
undertaking  the  journey,  as  he  should 
come  thither,  in  hopes  of  meeting  him, 
on  Friday;  and  had  his  own  freedom,  nay, 
his  life,  depended  upon  his  brother's  exer- 
tions, he  could  not  have  written  more  to 
the  purpose. 

Having,  however,  dispatched  his  letter, 
he  set  out  to  make  his  purchases,  and  soon 
procured  such  tools  as  he  required,  and  a 
plentiful  supply  of  aquaforiis.  The  rope 
he  had  packed  in  the  smallest  compass 
imaginable,  and  had  had  it  sewed  up  in  a 
packing-mat;  still  it  formed  too  large  a 

bundle. 
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bundle,  he  thought,  to  carry  into  the  Pri->- 
ory ;  but,  as  it  was  quite  dusk  when  he 
reached  the  garden-wall^  by  standing  upoii 
the  saddle,  as  the  horse  was  as  gentle  as  he 
was  spirited,  he  made  shift  to  throw  it 
over;  feeling  convinced  that  he  should  be 
able  to  fumble  it  out  in  the  dark,  when  all 
the  family  were  at  chapel,  and  he  dare  not 
run  the  risk  of  bringing  it  in  openly. 

Having  delivered  his  horse  to  the  groom, 
he  hurried  home^  where  he  arrived  between 
six  and  seven^  and  merely  desired  one  of 
the  servants  to  let  his  master  know  that  he 
was  returned  from  Preston^  but  had  not 
been  able  to  meet  with  what  he  wanted. 
The  Marquis  perfectly  understood  his 
meaning,  therefore  merely  replied — "  I 
did  not  suppose  he  would :  I  dare  say  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  send  to  Edinburgh, 
after  all ;''  but  entered  into  no  further  ex- 
planation ;  of  course,  none  was  required; 
nor  had  any  one  the  least  suspicion  of  the 
reaj  errand  Donald  had  been  upon^  whose 
first  care,  after  the   family  were  gone  to 

chapel. 
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chapel,  (Lady  William  alone  remainin<2^ 
with  our  hero)j  was  to  secure  his  rope, 
which  he  easily  found;  and  having  con- 
veyed it  into  his  own  room,  locked  it  up 
in  a  trunk  belonging  to  his  lord's  posft- 
chaise,  which  he  had  previously  emptied; 
resolvins:  never  to  work  at  his  ladder  but 
by  night,  that  he  might  never  be  surprised, 
while  so  employed;  his  night-Idmp  would 
aflbrd  him  all  the  light  he  required,  and  he 
was  determined  to  have  all  in  readiness 
against  his  brother  came. 

Having  locked  up  his  cord  and  his  \'a* 
rious  tools,  he  hastened  to  deliver  his  lord'« 
welcome  letter  to  the  prisoner,  who  was 
impatiently  expecting  him,  and  seemed 
transported  with  joy,  when  he  found  that 
measures  were  actually  taking  for  his  re- 
lease. Donald  dared  not  make  any  stay 
with  him,  though  he  seized  the  opportu- 
nity to  drop  some  of  his  aquafortis  upon 
the  iron  frame-work,  in  the  direction  where 
he  wished  to  make  it  yield,  the  prisoner 
assisting   him  with  his  light,  a?id  making 

VOL.  II,  K  him 
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liim  every  encouraging  sign^  likely  to  have 
,  induced  a  less  humane  man  to  have  per- 
severed in  the  attempt;  but  after  promis- 
ing to  see  him  again,  the  ensuing  evening, 
he  cautiously  retraced  his  steps,  and  walked 
down  into  Ashton's  room,  to  await  his  re- 
.  turn  from  chapel. 

While  he  Iiad  been  thus  busily  employed, 
our  hero  remained  tete-d-iete  with  Lady 
William,  who  expressed  her  thanks  for  the 
kind  invitation  he  had  given  his  brother; 
adding — "  I  know  I  am  also  indebted  to 
you  for  Lady  Winifred's  polite  attention  to 
my  daughter,  as  her  triumphant  glances  at 
you  convinced  me  that  you  were  the  in- 
stigator of  her  wish  to  introduce  Rosalie 
into  the  beau  monde." 

''  You  positively  do  not  do  the  good 
lady  justice,  my  dear  Madam — the  idea  ab- 
solutely originated  in  herself;  and  I  own  I 
was  agreeably  surprised  at  Mr.  Langhton's 
ready  acquiescence  with  our  wishes,  though 
it  was  certainly  very  politic.** 

^'  And  your  Lordship  may  have  iieard 

that 
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that  the  ci-derant  Jesuits  were  never  sup- 
posed to  be  deficient  in  policy.  But  while 
we  are  alone,  suffer  me  to  request  that  you 
would  caution  Algernon  against  making 
too  free  with  the  bottle,  on  Thursday,  as 
I  know  he  is  rather  fond  of  wine,  and  he 
has  very  little  guard  over  his  tongue  when 
he  has  drank  an  extra  glass,  which  he  has 
now  and  then  contrived  to  do  at  home." 

That  Malcolm  readily  credited,  as  he 
made  no  doubt  Eelthorpe  and  him  fre- 
quently made  themselves  amends  in  drink- 
ing, for  their  scanty  meals  on  fast-days. 
He,  however,  promised  to  watch  over  him 
at  Preston;  and  she  was  proceeding  to  en- 
ter into  several  details  respecting  Bel- 
thorpe,  whom,  she  owned,  she  wished  did 
not  stand  so  high  in  Mr.  Langhton's  and 
the  friar's  opinion,  when  her  discourse 
wa3  broke  in  upon  by  the  return  of  the 
devotees. 

At  the  usual  hour,  Malcolm  retired  to  his 
apartment,  and  listened  with  infinite  satis- 
faction to  Donald's  account  of  his  jaunt, 
K  2    '  giving 
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giving  him  great  credit  for  having  so  clear- 
ly pointed  out  to  his  brother^  when  and 
where  he  wished  to  meet  him ;  repeating 
his  cautions  to  avoid  creating  any  suspi- 
cions, and  desiring  him  to  keep  all  his 
purchases  under  lock  and  key,  till  he 
meant  to  use  them.  The  valet  promised 
to  be  more  upon  his  guard  than  ever;  and 
his  lord  soon  dismissed  him,  as  he  now, 
from  being  conscious  that  he  had  a  plan  in 
agitation,  which  it  would  be  so  much  to 
the  friar's  interest  to  frustrate,  w^s  parti- 
cularly fearful  of  even  seeming  to  hold 
any  consultations  with  his  servant,  since 
their  only  hopes  of  success  rested  on  the 
monk's  remaining  in  total  ignorance  of 
their  intercourse  with  his  captive. 

The  following  morning,  as  the  weather 
was  still  very  pleasant  for  the  season,  our 
hero  rode  over  to  High  wood.  Miss  Al- 
bany still  kept  her  room,  which  he  now 
suspected  she  would  not  be  permitted  to 
leave,  while  Lord  Dunluce  remained  there; 
nay,  he  had  his  doubts  whether  he  should 

be 
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be  introduced  to  her  in  the  country^  as 
Lady  Winifred  might  wish  she  should  first 
appear  at  court:  but  the  Earl  assured  him 
that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  take  his 
heart  by  assault ;  therefore^  this  divinity 
%vas  not  to  appear  before  him,  till  properly 
adorned  for  conquest,  which  he  made  no 
doubt  df  her  being  the  next  Monday. 

"Oh,  she  will  look  to  wonderful  advan- 
tage by  the  side  of  the  fair  Rosalie/'  said 
Lord  Dunluce,  ''  who  would  inevitably 
have  robbed  me  of  my  heart,  had  she  not 
been  forbidden  goods;  but  Aunt  Win  will 
never  dispose  of  her  par  gin  till  Rosalie  is 
married,  as  she  means  to  bring  them  out 
together." 

"  As  you  value  my  friendship,  Dunluce, 
don't  drop  a  hint  of  the  kind  to  Lady  W^i- 
nifred,"  said  our  hero;  '"  since,  were  such 
an  idea  to  enter  her  head,  she  would  cer- 
tainly frame  some  excuse  to  leave  Rosalie 
in  the  country." 

^^  If  he  Vv^ere  to  be  so  indiscreet,"  re- 
K  3  joined 
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joined  the  Earl;  '^hut,  hush  ! — here  comes 
her  Ladyship." 

Our  hero  having  been  received  by  his 
uncle  and  cousin^,  Lady  Winifred  and  the 
Countess  now  joined  them^  and  both  be- 
stowed the  highest  encomiums  upon  Rosa- 
lie and  Lady  William. 

"  Algernon  is  a  true  Langhton/'  ob- 
served her  Ladyship^  ^^  for  he  does  not 
bear  the  least  resemblance  to  our  fa- 
mily.'' 

*'  Well,  positively,  I  think  him  like  Miss 
Albany,  not  his  sister.  Men  entendre/*  said 
Lord  Dunluce. 

"  I  wonder  you  did  not  fancy  him  like 
Lady  Zara  Montrose,  when  you  were  ex- 
ercijiing  your  fancy,''  said  the  Earl,  anxious 
to  soften  down  what  even  Lady  Winifred 
could  not  think  a  flattering  comparison. 

*'  His  Lordship  merely  wished  to  contra- 
dict me,  nephew/'  rejoined  the  stately  spin- 
ster; ''^  but  I  repeat  my  assertion — Alger- 
non Albany  takes  infinitely  more  after  his 

grandfather's 
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^andfather's  than  his  father's  family.  What  ■ 
say  you,  Marquis  ?" 

*'  1  am  intirely  of  your  Ladyship's  opi- 
nion/' was  the  reply ;  and  as  he  did  not  feel 
inclined  to  prolong  his  visit,  he  soon  took 
his  leave,  politely  hoping  that  he  should 
have  the  advantage  of  seeing  his  fair  cou- 
sin, when  next  he  visited  Highwood.  This 
expressed  wish  to  see  her  ward  quite  dis- 
pelled the  old  lady's  anger,  who  assured 
him  she  looked  forward  with  impatience  to 
his  becoming  her  inmate. 

The  Earl  and  Lord  Dunluce  accompa- 
nied him  to  the  great-door,  where  his 
horses  were  in  waiting,  the  latter  whis- 
pering, as  they  approached  it—'*"  And  I 
look  forward  with  impatience  to  my  de- 
parture from  hence." 

''Then^  I  suppose,  you  take  my  place  at 
the  Priory?*'  said  the  Marquis,  in  a  gay 
tone. 

"  I  think  I  will  propose  his  becoming- 
Mr.  Langhton's  guest,  during  the  time  his 
K  4  grandchildren 
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grandchildren  are  to  spend  in  town^''  re- 
joined the  Earl;  *' since  three  months  spent 
in  seclusion,  may  render  him  less  suscep- 
tible of  ennui,  v^hen  in  comparative  plea- 
sant situations;  since  he  only  exists  in  a 
round  of  dissipation;,  as  hurtful  to  his 
health  as  it  is  destructive  to  his  morals/* 

Never  had  our  hero  heard  the  Earl  so 
severe  upon  his  cousin,  though  he  felt  that 
it  must  be  very  provoking^,  to  hear  hiiia 
continually  repining,  because  he  led  a  ra- 
tional, and  what  many  people  would  have 
thought,  a  very  pleasant  life.  Not  chusing, 
however,,  to  interfere  between  the  father 
and  son,  he  hastily  mounted  Glow-worm, 
and  bowing  to  both,  rode  olf. 

When  within  sight  of  Chedworth,  a  boy, 
about  four  years  old,  who  was  standing  at 
the  door  of  a  neat  cottage  by  the  road- 
side, crying  very  bitterly,  caught  his  at- 
tention. Naturally  fond  of  children,  he 
had  never  been  inattentive  to  the  wants  of 
those  belonging  to  his  soldiers;  he  there- 
fore 
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fore  checked  his  horse^  inquiring,  in  a 
kind  accent — ''  What  is  the  matter^  my  lit- 
tle man*?'* 

'"  Mammy  and  little  brother  are  dead/' 
he  sobbed  out^  "  and  Johnny  does  not 
come  with  the  Doctor." 

Conceiving  some  accident  must  have 
happened,  instantly  alighting,  he  entered 
the  cottage,  and  perceived,  as  the  child 
had  told  him,  a  woman,  to  appearance  life- 
less, extended  upon  the  mud  floor,  and  an 
infant,  in  a  wooden  cradle  by  the  side  of 
her,  which  appeared  to  have  just  breathed 
its  last.  A  few  moments  sufficed  to  con- 
vince him,  that  the  wretched  mother  had 
only  fallen  in  a  fit,  probably  in  conse- 
quence of  the  shock  her  feelings  had  un- 
dergone; therefore,  calling  to  his  groom, 
he  desired  him  to  hang  the  horses  to  the 
railing  in  front,  and  to  come  and  assist  him 
in  raising  the  fainting  sufferer,  which  they 
did  between  them,  and  having  placed  her 
upon  a  bed  in  the  adjoining  room,  the 
Marquis  endeavoured  to  recall  her  to  her 
K  5  senses. 
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senses.  The  child^  who  was  an  attentive, 
though  weeping  spectator,  hearing  his 
Lordship  inquire  for  water^  led  th^ groom 
to  a  neighbouring  pool,  where  he  filled  a 
pitcher  with  this  salutary  element,  by  the 
assistance  of  which,  and  some  aromatic 
•vinegar  the  Marquis  had  about  him,  they 
succeeded  in  restoring  her  to  life.  The 
first  words  she  uttered,  unconscious  of  who 
was  thus  humanely  busied  in  recovering 
her,  were — *'  'Tis  too  late.  Doctor — the 
poor  dear  lamb  is  gone!" 

"  I  grieve  for  your  loss,  my  good  wo- 
man,*' said  our  hero,  in  the  gentlest  ac- 
cent, ''  and  I  can  conceive  what  your  feel- 
ings must  be.  You  are  not,  however,  left 
childless ;  and  the  affection  of  that  fine 
little  fellow,  who  told  me  of  your  distress, 
must  help  to  console  you  for  your  recent 
loss." 

'^  Lord  bless  me,  Sir!"  cried  the  asto- 
nished cottager,  in  an  audible  whisper, 
gazing  in  amaze  upon  the  person,  who 
was  still  hojdiiig  a  smelling-bottle  to  her 

nose^ 
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nose,  ''  why,  if  I  a'nt  mistaken,  you  be  the 
stranger  lord  I  seed  at  church,  last  Sun- 
day !  Only  to  think  of  your  goodness,  in 
coming  to  my  assistance!'" 

Tears,  at  last,  seemed  to  relieve  her  op- 
pressed heart,  and  she  was  endeavouring  to 
express  her  heartfelt  gratitude,  when  a 
boy,  about  nine  years  old,  ran  in,  crying 
— ''  Here  comes  the  Doctor^  mammy !  Shall 
4  go  for  daddy  now?'' 

The  unexpected  sight  of  a  stranger  sup- 
porting his  mother,  made  him  pause;  and 
our  hero,  who  expected  to  have  seen  the 
village  apothecary  following  him,  partici- 
pated in  his  surprise^  when  Dr.  Murray 
and  his  daughter  entered  the  cottage,  and- 
found  him  administering  to  the  wants  and 
comforts  of  one  of  the  poorest,  but  one 
of  the  most  deserving  inhabitants  of  the 
village;  but  he  found  the  worthy  Rector 
also  acted  in  the  capacity  of  physician,  in 
which  he  was  ably  seconded  by  his  excel- 
lent wife;  and  he  had  now  cbeyed  the  first 
summons  of  the  poor  cottager,  who  wished 
K  6  him 
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him  to  have  baptized  and  prescribed  for 
the  baby,  at  the  same  time. 

Our  hero  never  wished  to  blazon  his 
charitable  deeds^  still  he  did  not  blush  at 
being  surprised,  while  merely,  as  he 
thought,  following  the  golden  rule,  and 
readily  accounted  for  his  being  there^  add- 
ing— *'  I  need  not  have  had  a  greater  proof 
of  your  unbounded  charity,  Doctor,  than 
iny  having  bpen,  in  the  first  moment  of 
her  recovery,  addressed  as  you  by  this  poor 
woman.** 

The  Doctor  returned  the  compliment 
wth  infinite  politeness ;  and,  as  thfe  inva- 
lid ^as  now  no  longer  in  need  of  his  ser- 
vices, took  his  leave  of  the  worthy  man, 
declaring  his  intention  of  calling  at  the 
Rectory,  in  the  course  of  the  week,  and 
sending  his  compliments  to  Mrs.  Murray 
a^d  Miss  Melbourne.  He  then  departed, 
^fter  slipping  five  guineas  into  the  siefc 
woman's  hand,  and  pursued  his  rid^  home; 
and  before  evening,  his  condescension, 
benevolence,  and  charity,  were  the  theme 

of 
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of  the  whole  village — so  cheaply  may  the 
great  render  themselves  beloved  and  res- 
pected ! 

But  his  groom^  who,  as  well  as  Donald, 
had  been  with  him  abroad,  related  twenty 
similar  stories  to  the  one  now  in  circula- 
tion at  Chedworth — "  His  Jord,  God  bless 
him  !  had  never  been  above  speaking  to 
the  soldier's  wives,  and  his  kind  words  had 
done  them  as  much  good  as  his  charitable 
gifts.  Aye !  many's  the  poor  baby  he  has 
seen  christened — and  they  will  all  have 
reason  to  pray  for  their  godfather,  as  long 
as  they  live." 

The  other  servants  were  equally  elo- 
quent in  his  praise— there  was  not  a  dis- 
tressed cottager  within  twenty  miles  of 
Montrose  Castle;  every  one  that  would 
work  was  sure  to  be  amply  provided  for, 
while  in  health,  and  carefully  attended,  if 
they  were  ill.  The  present  trod  in  tho 
exact  steps  of  the  late  Marquis  of  Ender- 
may,  who  was  the  most  charitable  of  men; 
but,  from  a  child,  their  lord  had  evinced 

the 
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the  greatest   compassion    for   the   poorer 
classes. 

His  health  was^  therefore^  drank  by  una- 
nimous consent,  in  the  tap-room  at  the 
NagVhead,  with  three  times  three  cheers; 
as,  next  to  their  rector,  the  inhabitants  of 
Chedv/arth  were  now  inclined  to  rank  the 
young  soldier,  who,  of  course,  did  not 
mention  his  morning's  adventure  to  the 
family;  but  Donald,  who  learnt  it  in  the 
afternoon,  when  he,  as  usual,  went  into 
the  village,  w^as  not  so  discreet;  and  thus 
it  reached  the  ears  of  Lady  William  and 
her  daughter,  who  could  appreciate  the 
character  of  their  young  relative.  Mr. 
Langhton  and  the  friar  did  not- hear  of  it; 
as  Ashton  said,  when  a  little  mellow — ''  It 
would  be  too  mortifying  to  them,  to  learn 
that  a  heretic  was  a  better  Christian  than 
such  devout  Catholics.  But  there  are  god- 
ly, and  there  are  good  men — my  master 
ranks  among  the  first,  Mr.  Donald,  and 
your  lord  among  the  last.'' 

Little  of  moment^  however,  occurred 

between 
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between  this  and  Thursday,  if  we  except 
that  daily  letters  passed  between  the  cap- 
tive and  our  hero,  since  no  time  could  be 
absolutely  fixed  for  his  making  his  escape, 
till  the  arrival  of  Donald's  brother;  though 
the  Marquis  was  resolved  not  to  leave  the 
Priory  till  he  was  safe  off,  as  he  grew  more 
and  more  interested  in  his  behalf,  everv 
letter  he  received  from  him,  as  he  always 
returned  every  letter  he  wrote  him  by  Do- 
nald, with  his  answers  to  them,  that  he 
might  not  leave  any  thing  behind  him, 
which  might  lead  his  goalers  to  suspect 
that  he  had  ever  corresponded  with  any 
one;  and  he  had  promised  to  return  all  his 
writing  materials,  whenever  they  were  re- 
quired, which,  he  ventured  to  hope,  they 
would  not  be,  till  he  was  upon  the  eve  of 
his  departure,  as  he  never  wrote,  but  when 
sure  of  being  uninterrupted  for  some 
hours,  and  had  never  as  yet  spilled  a  drop 
of  ink,  or  left  any  mark  upon  his  fingers 
likely  to  excite  any  suspicions  in  Fran- 
cisco, who  alone  visited  him  when  he  re- 
turned 
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turned  from  mass  in  the  morning,  with  hiS 
breakfast,  and  about  two  o'clock  with  his 
dinner,  as  he  never  had  any  supper,  nor 
never  saw  him  again,  till  he,  at  the  usual 
time,  brought  him  his  breakfast  in  the 
morning; 

This  was  very  pleasing  intelligence  to 
both  master  and  man,  since,  at  this  rate, 
more  than  twelve  hours  would  probably 
elapse  before  his  escape  would  be  disco- 
vered; when  it  occurred  to  the  Marquis, 
that  as  so  few  people  knew  thete  was  a 
prisoner  in  this  said  turret,  the  Father 
might  deem  it  expedient  to  conceal  his 
having  left  the  house,  even  from  Mr. 
Langhton.  He  therefore  thought  that 
some  traces  of  a  person  having  done  so, 
ought  to  be  suffered  to  be  discovered, 
just  to  hear  what  sort  of  a  story  the  Father 
would  tell,  and  how  far  it  might  coincide 
with  the  poor  prisoner's;  this  he  hinted  to 
Donald,  on  the  Wednesday  morning,  who 
thought  it  was  an  excellent  notion,  since 
he  believed  the  old  monk  was  capable  of 
5  deceiving 
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deceiving  Old  Nick  himself,  upon  a  pinch; 
therefore,  it  was  not. impossible  that  Mr, 
Langhton  was  not  aware  why  the  poor 
young  fellow  was  so  cooped  up. 

"  That  is  very  probable/*  rejoined  the 
Marquis^  who  conceived  that  he  might  be 
doing  his  brother  and  sister  an  essential 
service,  were  he  to  unmask  this  old  hypo- 
crite, compared  with  whom,  he  thought 
even  Belthorpe  a  good  character ;  and 
some  story  must  be  told,  to  account  for 
any  one's  being  thus  strangely  confined: 
yet  he  did  not  wish  to  have  it  suspected 
which  way  the  fugitive  went,  much  less 
that  he  or  Donald  had  been  assisting  in  his 
escape. 

The  rope-ladder  was  nearly  completed, 
and  Donald  had  planned  how  to  render  it 
very  secure.  It  had  also  been  settled,  that 
the  captive  should  dress  in  a  complete  suit 
of  the  Marquis's  clothes,  previous  to  his 
making  his  escape;  and  that  his  own,  and 
the  rope-ladder,  should  be  let  down  after 
him,  and  conveyed  away  by  his  compa- 

nionj 
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iiion,  whom  Donald  meant  to  desire  to- 
sink  them  in  the  first  pond  they  came  to: 
as  for  his  clothes  hanging  loosely  about 
him,  that  might  easily  be  accounted  for,  as 
he  looked  extremely  pale;  therefore,  he 
might  be  said  to  be  in  a  decline,  admitting 
any  questions  were  asked ;  and  his  not 
speaking  English  might  easily  be  con- 
cealed, since  Macrue,  Donald's  brother, 
might  say  he  was  deaf  and  dumb,  which 
would  perfectly  account  for  their  con- 
versing by  signs. 

These  were  matters  the  Marquis  and  Do- 
nald had  more  than  once  canvassed  over; 
but  they  could  not  decide  how  to  make 
his  having  obtained  his  liberty  generally 
known  to  the  household,  till  his  Lordship^ 
after  mature  reflection,  observed,  that  as 
he  had  both  sheets  and  blankets  to  his  bed, 
he  might,  during  the  afternoon  of  Friday, 
tear  them  all  into  stripes,  and  then  tie 
them  all  together  by  smaller  slips  of  the 
sheets;  this  done,  he  (Donald)  might  fasten 
this  strange  kind  of  rope,  (which  would, 

of 
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of  course,  appear  to  be  of  his  own  con- 
triving), to  the  iron  chevaux  de  frizCj  and 
then  throw  the  end  over  into  the  garden, 
as  it  would  probably  reach  nearly  to  the 
ground;  and  his  mattrass  might  be  thrown 
over  the  spikes,  to  account  jtor  bis  having 
cleared  them  unhurt. 

"  Oh,  I  can  manage  every  thing,  my 
Lord :  only  do  you  write  your  directions 
to  the  prisoner,  and  explain  why  you  wish 
to  have  it  known  that  he  has  outwitted  his 
treacherous  goaler,  and  then  leave  every 
thing  to  me.  He  will  not  have  half  the 
difficulty  In  making  his  rope,  I  have  had 
in  making  the  ladder — and  if  Alick  were 
but  come,  I  think  we  shall  prove  a  dead 
match  for  the  friar;  however,  I  make  no 
doubt  I  shall  either  see  or  hear  from  mv 
brother  on  Friday — and  then,  woe  be  to 
Father  Benedetto  !" 

It  wili  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  the  Mar- 
quis wrote  a  very  long  letter,  containing 
his  final  and  general  instructions  to  the 
poor  captive,  which  Donald  delivered  to 

him 
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him  on  the  Wednesday  evening;  and  he 
■vvas  soon  convinced,  that  the  poor  youth 
\vouId  strictly  conform  to  every  directioa 
the  Marquis  had  written  him.  The  valet 
merely  stopped  to  pour  some  more  aqua- 
fortis upon  the  frame^  which  had,  he  foun(J 
already,  had  the  desired  effect,  and  then 
departed,  with  his  usual  precaution,  after 
desiring  the  prisoner,  by  signs,  not  to  ex- 
pect to  see  him  till  Friday,  when  he  hoped 
every  thing  would  be  prepared  for  his  es- 
cape; and  he  told  his  lord,  when  assist- 
ing him  to  undress,  the  time  would  seem 
nearly  as  long  to  him,  till  his  brother  ar- 
rived, as  it  doubtless  Vt'ould  do  to  the  poor 
captive. 

''  We  must  only  hope  Alexander  Mac- 
rue  will  net  be  prevented  from  obeying 
your  summons,  since  I  am,  to  the  full,  as 
anxious  to  have  the  poor  fellow  safely 
housed  in  London,  as  you  can  be;  though, 
doubtless,  my  anxiety  is  trifling,  when 
compared  to  his.  However,  rather  thaa 
disappoint   him,  should  Alick  disappoint 

our 
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our  expectations,  I  will  let  James  (one  of 
his  footmen)  into  our  secret,  and  send  him 
oft^vith  him/' 

Donald  could  only  hope  that  his  bro- 
ther's arrival  would  render  this  unneces- 
sary ;  as,  like  his  lord,  he  saw  many  objec- 
tions to  any  of  the  servants  being  absent 
at  such  a  juncture. 


CHAP.  X. 


t)y  the  following  day,  which  was  Thiif!?- 
day,,  our  hefo,  out  of  compliment  to  the 
party  he  was  going  to  visit,  adorned  in  ^ 
new  suit  of  regimentals;  and  as  the  cos^ 
tume  of  the  Highland  regiments  is  parti- 
cularly becoming  to  fair  raen^  he  certainly 

looked 
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looked  even  better  than  when  he  had 
landed  at  Plymouth,  having  upon  this  oc- 
casion devoted  rather  more  time  to  his 
toilette:  his  tartan  cap  was  also  extremely 
well  adapted  to  the  expression  of  his  coun- 
tenance; and  even  Mr.  Langhton,  when  he 
joined  the  party  in  the  great  parlour,  paid 
him  some  very  flattering  compliments 
upon  his  personal  appearance  ;  declaring 
that  he  thought,  in  that  dress^  the  family 
likeness  between  him  and  Rosalie  (who 
was,  of  course,  present),  was  even  striking. 

'^  You  wish  to  render  me  very  vain,  Mr. 
Langhton,''  was  the  reply,  ''  since  my  sister 
may  be  deemed  a  first-rate  belle." 

"  Thank  you  for  so  fine  a  compliment, 
my  dear  brother/'  said  the  amiable,  and, 
when  in  spirits,  droll  girl,  ''  which,  after 
what  my  grandfather  has  said,  I  must  sup- 
pose is  founded  in  truth ;  since,  if  I  re- 
semble you,  I  am  much  handsomer  than  I 
ever  supposed." 

At  this  moment  the  Father  entered,  fol- 
lowed by  Algernon  and  Belthbrpe;  the  first 

cave 
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gav«  a  sort  of  mvoluntary  start,  when  he 
caught  sight  of  the  Marquis,  which  he  ac- 
counted for,  in  a  way  that  would  have 
been  very  flattering  to  a  vain  man ;  but 
the  young  soldier  had  too  much  under* 
standing  to  set  any  value  upon  his  per- 
sonal attractions.  Not  so  Algernon  Al- 
bany, who  vainly  fancied  that  he  only 
required  the  Highland  costume,  to  be  as 
much  admired  as  his  brother  evidently 
was,  by  every  one  present;  a, foolish  re- 
mark he  made  to  that  effect,  induced 
our  hero  to  examine  his  dress  more  mi- 
nu-tely  than  he  would  probably  otherwise 
have  done,  though  he  certainly  wished 
him  to.  make  a  favourable  impression 
upon  the  party  at  Preston ;  but,  to  his 
great  mortification,  he  thought  he  had 
never  seen  him  look  worse;  his  clothes 
were  very  ill-made,  and  his  blue  frock 
was  at  least  three  shades  too  lioht  to  be 
fashionable,  which  was  not  very  surprising, 
^since  he  had  left  the  choice  of  the  colour 
^o  Mr.  Carpenter,  who  happened  to  have 

the 
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the  remains  of  a  piece  by  him,  which  he 
had  purchased  for  some  farmer's  sons,  who 
chose  to  wear  true  blue;  wishing,  however, 
to  make  some  difference  between  them  and 
the  young  lord  of  the  manor,  he  added  a 
black  velvet  cape  to  his  frock,  with  which 
Algernon  had  been  extremely  pleased : 
not  so  Mn  Langhton,  who,  as  well  as  Lady 
William,  had  perceived  our  hero's  disap- 
probation of  his  appearance ;  and  the  old 
gentleman  was  not  sparing  of  his  censures. 
Lady  William  merely  wished  he  had,  upon 
such  an  occasion,  employed  a  Manchester 
taylor,  and  consulted  his  brother,  who 
would  have  prevented  him  from  falling 
into  any  of  the  absurd  extremes  fashion 
authorizes. 

'•  Why,  1  did  consult  my  brother,"  re* 
joined  the  provoked  youth,  *^'  and  he 
merely  told  me  to  dress  as  I  always  did. 
I  am  sure  I  would  have  gone  in  my  every- 
day suit,  if  I  had  thought  there  would  have 
been  such  a  fuss,  because  Carpenter, wished 
to  make  me  look  like  other  folks." 

The 


The  friar,  to  Malcolm's  great  surprise, 
observed — ''  That  Mr.  Albany's  intentions 
were  very  good  ;  he  was  fearful  of  dis- 
gracing his  brother;  this  had  led  him  per-- 
haps  into  an  errof^  but  which  would  cer- 
tainly find  favour  in  the  Marquis  of  En^ 
dermay's  eyes,  and  who  would  probably 
be  kind  enough  to  prevent  his  sinning 
against  the  rules  of  fashion  in  future." 

''  Oh,  believe  me.  Father,  I  am  neither 
a  slave,  nor  a  strict  adherent  to  the  reign* 
ing  fashions/'  replied  our  hei*o;  ''  I  merely 
endeavour  to  avoid  singularity;**  and  to 
his  great  relief,  as  he  perceived  Mr.  Langh- 
ton  was  inclined  to  prolong  the  debate^ 
he  heard  the  Earl  of  Algernon's  carriage 
dvive  into  the  court,  who  had  promised  to 
call  for  him  and  his  brother,  though  Ched- 
worth  was  not  in  the  direct  road  to  Pres- 
ton ;  and,  in  a  few  moments,  his  Lordship^ 
and  his  certainly  very  fashionable  son.; 
were  shewn  in.  The  latter,  having  taken 
a  hasty-  glance  at  his  cousin  Algernon,  with 
difficulty  preserved  his  gravity,. while  pay- 

VOL.  n,  I,  ino* 
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ing  his  respects  to  Mr.  Langhton  and  Lady 
William ;  to  Rosalie  he  was  extremely  po- 
lite ,*  and  by  way  of  flattering  the  old  gen- 
tleman, he  bestowed  some  very  pompous 
eulogiums  upon  his  Gothic  mansion,  and 
led  him  on  to  relate  the  history  of  some  of 
the  reverend  gentlemen,  whose  portraits 
adorned  the  saloon,  till  the  Earl  w^as  obliged 
to  break  in  upon  his  legends,  as  it  grew 
late,  and  they  were  to  dine  at  four;  there- 
fore, after  reminding  Lady  William  of  her 
Monday's  engagement,  and  promising  Mn 
Langhton  to  bring  the  young  men  home, 
as  soon  as  they  could  with  politeness  leave 
their  party,  they  departed,  leaving  Mr. 
Langhton  half  repenting  of  having  suf- 
fered his  grandson  to  accompany  them  to 
this,  he  feared,  jovial  dinner. 

*'  I  hope  Algernon  will  not  be  led  into 
any  excess,"  he  said,  wheli  he  returned 
into  the  saloon. 

Father  Benedetto  had  infinitely  too  high 
an  opinion  of  his  principles,  to  entertain 
any  such  fears^  he  replied,  which  rather 

raised 
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y^ised  the  old  gentleman's  spirits;  and  Lady 
William  was  convincedj  that  both  the  Mar- 
quis and  Earl  would Tathcr  check  than  en- 
courage her  son  in  any  errors :  still  the  old 
i^enlleman  was  afraid  Algernon  would  be 
thrown  off  his  guard,  and  that  he  might 
disclose  more  respecting  his  prison-house^ 
than  he  wished  to  have  known.  This  he 
did  not  chuse,  however,  to  alledge  as  one 
of  his  reasons  for  regretting  that  he  had 
suffered  him  to  leave  home,  unaccompa* 
nied  by  Belthorpe  ;  but  a  Catholic  priest 
would  have  been  so  much  out  of  his  place 
^t  such  a  dinner,  that  he  could  not  have 
proposed  his.  accompanying  the  young 
men ;  it  might,  besides,  have  been  deemed 
an  affront  to  the  Earl  and  the  Marquis. 

Father  Benedetto  did  not  participate  in 
his  uneasiness,  having,  as  he  thought, 
guarded  against  every  thing,  as  he  had  had 
a  private  conference  with  the  young  man, 
during  which,  he  had  duly  impressed  upon 
his  mind  various  cautions;  assuring  him, 
T,  9  that 
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that  were  he  to  give  into  any  excesg,  pt 
to  disclose  any  particular  which  it  might 
be  improper  that  Protestants  should  know, 
a  very  heavy  judgment  would  fall  upon 
him  ;  and  his  errors  would  be  indubitably 
revealed  to  him  and  Mr.  Langhton,  who 
would  certainly  never  again  suffer  him  to 
leave  the  Priory;  thus  taking  advantage  of 
his  known  superstition^  rather  than  ap- 
pealing to  his  principles:  but  the  friar 
had  always  been  accustomed  to  govern  his 
pupils  and  penitents,  by  holding  out  pu- 
nishments in  tOTorem,  depending  more 
upon  iheir  fear,  than  their  innate  love  of 
virtue,  to  render  them  subservient  to  his 
tyjll. 

Belthorpe  had  always  pursued  the  same 
xDethod  with  Algernon  ;  but  being  infi- 
nitely more  acquainted  with  the  world 
than  the  more  wily  friar  was,  he  had  his 
fears,  that  the  Marquis  and  Earl  might  be 
able  to  laugh  their  relation  out  of  many  of 
his  silly  scruples;  and  should  he,  when  a 

little 
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little  elevated,  drop  a  hint  of  the  suspi- 
cions they  both  entertained  respecting  the 
turret-room,  it  might  prove  the  forerun- 
ner of  his  (Bclthorpe's)  disgrace;  since  he 
knew  the  friar  would  lay  all  the  blame  to 
him;  and  he  had  many  reasons  for  wishing 
to  continue  where  he  was,  as  the  hopes  he 
entertained  of  future  advantages  made  him 
patiently  endure  his  present  privations; 
the  monk  was  not  immortal,  and  he  had  a* 
plan  in  embryo,  that  might  enable  him, 
not  only  to  succeed  him  as  director-gene^ 
ral,  but  even  to  establish  his  authority 
upon  a  still  firmer  basis  than  the  Father 
had  ever  done;  and  it  would  be  very  con- 
ducive to  his  interest,  he  conceived,  were 
Mr.  Langhton  to  survive  his  spiritual  con- 
soler. This,  however,  was  a  matter  of 
doubt;  he  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  play 
his  part  very  skilfully,  to  conciliate  both 
his  patrons,  to  keep  upon  good  terms  with 
Lady  William  and  her  daughter,  and  to 
retain  the  confidence  of  his  weak  and  un- 
L  3  suspecting 
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suspecting  pupil.  But  Belthorpe  could  Ije 
all  in  all  to  all  men  ;  and  he  thought  that 
he  was  too  deeply  versed  in  some  of  the 
Padre's  secrets^  to  have  much  to  fear  from 
him ;  still,  at  times,  he  had  his  doubts  whe- 
ther that  very  circumstance  might  not  have 
rendered  him  an  object  of  dislike  to  the 
old  man;  and  he  could  not  unmask  him  to 
Mr.  Langhton,  without  declaring  his  hav- 
ing long  been  privy  to  some  lat'^er  ini- 
quitous transactions;  and  if  he  could  but 
fathom  the  mystery  attached  to  the  turret, 
he  might  be  able,  at  least  to  alarm  Mr. 
Langhton ;  but  even  that  would  be  a  ha- 
zardous attempt. 

While,  however,  he  was  thus  revolving 
how  to  undermine  the  Padre's  interest,  his 
pupil  was  proceeding  to  Preston,  and 
plainly  evinced  to  his  companions,  that  he 
thought  himself  free  from  till  controul,  the 
moment  he  turned  his  back  upon  his  pri- 
son, as  he  always  styled  the  Priory,  when 
out    of  his   grandfather's   hearing.      Lord 

DunUice 
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Diinluce  was  also  in  very  high  spirits,  and 
rattled  away  nearly  as  fast  as  his  less  in- 
formed cousin,  whom  he  would  have 
quizzed  most  unmercifully,  had  he  not 
been  restrained  by  the  presence  of  the 
Marquis  and  his  father;  as  it  was,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  drawing  him  on,  till  the  Earl  was 
shocked  to  find  that  he  held  both  Iiis  grand- 
father and  the  Padre  m  the  highest  coir- 
tempt,  cared  very  little  for  his  mother, 
and  still  less  for  his  sister,  Belthorpe  ap- 
pearing to  be  his  sole  friend  and  confi- 
dant; yet,  to  his  infinite  astonishment,  he 
found  he  was  superstitiously  attached  to 
the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  the  religion 
he  professed,  and  that  he  firmly  believed  all 
heretics  would  go  to  the  d-v-1. 

The  Marquis  suffered  him  to  run  on 
without  interruption,  as  he  feared  the  er- 
rors of  his  creed  and  education  had  taken 
too  deep  root,  to  be  ever  totally  eradi- 
cated ;  and  it  would  be  a  futile  attempt  to 
hope  to  work  a  reformation  in  his  way  of 
thinking,  while  he  remained  under  the 
L  4  controul 
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controul  of  people  he  avowedly  despised, 
but  still  feared;  indeed/hq  seemed  to  think 
the  ^Father  could  divine  the  past,  and,  if 
required,  foretell  the  future. 

*'  Then  I  am  astonished,"  said  the  Mar- 
quis, "be  never  divined  that  you  some- 
timcs:  peep  into  his  sanctum  sanctorum.'* 

''  Oh,  that  is  no  sin^  you  know,  bro- 
Tncr;  ifsiti^,  Eclthorpe  is  privy  to  that, 
w.Tid  we  merely  wish  to  see  the  old  fellow 
counting  his  hoards;"  detailing  to  the 
Ear^l  and  Lord  Dunluec  to  vrhat  the  Mar-» 
quis  alluded. 

Lord  Dunluce  gave  him  infinite  credit 
for  his  ingenuity ;  Lord  Algernon  made 
BO  remarks;  aiid  soon  after,  they  reached 
Preston,  and  drove  to  the  principal  inn, 
where  they  found  all  the  ofEcers  assembled, 
waiting  their  arrival,  who,  it  may  be  sup- 
posed, greeted  the  two  peers  with  every 
mark  of  respect  and  politeness.  Lord 
Dunluce  seemed  a  no  less  welcome  guest; 
and  the  young  Catholic,  having  been  in- 
troduced to  every  one  present^  soon  found 

himself 


LANGHTON    PR10"RY.  2^5 

himself  qaite  at  his  ease,  though  among 
total  strangers;  and  during  dinner^  he  con- 
vinced them  that  he  was  a  true  bo?i  vivant; 
nor  was  he  at  all  backward  when  the  bot- 
tles beoan  to  circulate,  as  he  never  refused 
to  join  in  the  bumper  toasts,  which  he 
tossed  off  with  true  conviviality.  The  Earl 
was  astonished,  as  he  seemed  to  carry  off 
his  repeated  libations  to  the  shrine  of  Bac- 
chus, far  better  than  he  could  have  done; 
since  he,  as  well  as  the  Marquis,  after 
doing  honour  to  the  most  popular  toasts, 
frequently  passed  the  decanters;  our  hero 
endeavouring  to  make  amends  for  the 
weakness  of  his  head,  which  he  always  al- 
ledged  as  an  excuse  for  not  drinking  to 
any  excess,  by  relating  several  droll  anec- 
dotes, which  had  occurred  during  his  resi- 
dence at  Malta,  and  which  had  the  desired 
effect  of  keeping  the  party  in  a  roar  of 
anirth. 

Some  of  the  officers  then  sung  various^ 

popular  ballads,  in  honour  of  the  heroes 

of  Egypt.     Lord  Dunluce  followed  theic 

L  6  example* 
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example,  treating  the  company  with  a 
very  burlesque  song  of  Dibdin's,  which 
was  very  much  applauded.  Mr.  Albany 
was  next  called  upon ;  he  professed  his  in- 
ability to  treat  them  with  any  so^g  in 
vogue,  as  his  sister  had  none  of  Dibdin's, 
and  he  could  not  relish  Handel's;  but  if 
they  chose  to  hear  a  French  drinking-song, 
which  his  tutor  had  taught  him,  he  would 
very  readily  oblige  them.. 

''  By  all  means — By  all  means,''  was  re- 
echoed by  the  whole  party,  the  Marquis 
and  Earl  excepted,  who  feared  he  woukl 
only  expose  himself;  but  Lord  Dunluce 
was  delighted  with  the  idea:  and  Algernon, 
who  had  drank  enough  to  be  quite  in  his 
element,  after  putting  his  pocket  handker- 
chief over  his  head,  and  tying  the  ends 
under  his  chin,  in  imitation  of  a  beard, 
mumbled  out  a  most  ridiculous  monkish 
song,  encouraging  the  fraternity  to  drink, 
as  a  preliminary  step  to  their  salvation, 
and  reprobating  sobriety  in  a  friar,  as  one 
©f  the  deadly  sins;  and  as  his  gestures  were 

extremely 
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exti-emely  appropriate^  and  he  had  not  a 
bad  voice,  he  fully  succeeded  in  amusing 
the  company. 

Between  nine  and  ten^  they  took  their 
leave  of  the  party,  who  received  very  pres- 
sing invitations  from  both  the  Marquis  and 
Earl,  to  visit  them  either  in  town  or  coun- 
try. Algernon  Albany,  wishing  to  be 
equally  polite,  said — "  I  am  sorry,  gentle- 
men, I  cannot,  as  yet,  give  you  a  similar 
invitation  to  Langhton  Priory;  but  when, 
as  I  mean  it  shall,  it  becomes  Albany 
House,  then  I  shall  rejoice  to  see  you 
there — as  I  promise  you,  the  cellars  shall 
be  plentifully  stocked,  and  I  will  keep  an 
excellent  cook."  Thus  he  ran  on,  being 
more  than  three  parts  tipsey,  while  shaking 
hands  with  all  those  present,  who  readily 
promised  to  visit  him  at  the  appointed 
time,  having  been  extremely  diverted  bj? 
many  of  his  queer  remarks. 
,  The  night  was  cloudy,  and  there  w^s  no 
moon ; .  but  as  the  postillions  knew  the 
L  6  road, 
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road,  and  the  carriage  lamps  were  lit,  the 
Earl  did  not  conceive  ihey  ran  any  risk  of 
their  necks;  though,  as  a  further  precau- 
tion, he  desired  one  of  the  out-riders  to 
precede  the  carriage,  as  he  suspected  the 
postillions  had  been  making  even  more 
free  than  himself,  but  did  not  mention  the 
circumstance  to  his  companions.  They 
proceeded,  however,  without  accident,  for 
more  than  six  miles,  when  they  came  to  a 
part  of  the  road  which  was  mending,  which 
they  had  remarked  in  the  morning,  and  as 
the  stones  were  very  little  broken,  they 
had  then  driven  on  one  side;  and  the  pos- 
tillions resolved  to  do  the  same  now,  the 
slope  not  appearing  sufficiently  steep  to 
induce  them  to  suppose  there  would  be 
any  danger;  the  strong  beer  they  had 
been  drinking  had,  besides,  rendered  them 
infinitely  more  daring  than  they  were  in 
general ;  they,  therefore,  thought  it  need- 
less to  slacken  their  pace,  till  the  Earl, 
seriously  alarmed  by  their  rashness,  hastily 
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let  down  the  glass  on  his  side,  calling — • 
"  Mind  what  you  are  about.  Do  not  drive 
so  fast/' 

'^  No  danger,  my  Lord/'  cried  the  lad 
who  drove  the  wheel  horses,  though,  in 
obedience  to  his  orders,  they  were  slacken- 
ing their  pace,  when  the  hind  wheel  catch- 
ing upon  a  loose  stone,  sent  them  over, 
fortunately  very  gently,  owing  to  their 
having  nearly  pulled  up,  at  the  moment 
the  accident  happened.  Our  hero  and  his 
uncle  were  sitting  forwards.  Lord  Dunluce 
opposite  his  father;  the  Marquis  and  his 
brother  were  therefore  undermost,  as  they 
fell;  and  probably,  if  the  formei',  with  in- 
finite presence  of  mind,  had  not  let  the 
glass  down  on  their  side,  when  he  found 
they  w^ere  going,  they  might  have  been 
severely  cut:  as  it  was,  no  one  was  hurt, 
though  Algernon  called  out  most  lustily, 
when  aware  of  his  danger^  and  began  to 
recite  paters  and  aves^  as  fast  as  he  could 
utter  them,  which  struck  the  Marquis  as  so 
ridiculous^  he  with  difficulty  forbore  laugh- 
ing 
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ing  at  this  sudden  fit  of  devotion ;  while 
the  Earl,  who  was  seriously  alarmed,  feared 
the  poor  young  fellow  was  very  much 
hurt,  endeavouring  to  avoid  pressing  upon 
our  hero,  who  requested  he  %VGuld  lie 
quiet,  as  he  was  not  conscious  of  having 
received  any  injury. 

Lord  Dunluce,  ever  upon  the  alert,  and 
being  the  lightest  of  the  party,  soon  scram- 
bled cut  of  the  window,  regardless  of  his 
terrified  neighbour,  whom  he  had  certainly 
prevented  from  moving,  by  Ifis  exertions 
to  extricate  himself,  which  having  done, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  servants,  the 
door  was  soon  opened,  and  the  other  three 
gentlemen  followed  his  example,  no  one 
having  received  more  than  a  few  slight 
bruises;  though  Algernon  was  obliged  to 
be  assisted  out  of  the  carriage,  and  the 
ijnoment  he  found  himself  what  he  deemed 
in  safety,  he  repeatedly  crossed  himself, 
again  running  on  with  paternosters  and  ave 
marias,  without  attending  to  his  brother's 
and  uncle's  inquiries  of  w^helher  he  was 

hurt; 
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hurt ;  and  before  he  chose  to  resolve  their 
questions^  a  sudden  qualm,  either  the  con- 
sequence of  his  having  made  so  free  with 
the  bottle,  or  of  his  recent  alarm,  obliged 
him  to  discharge  the  liberal  potations  he 
had  been  taking,  in  the  road.  Fearful, 
however,  that  he  had  received  some  in- 
ward bruise,  they  renewed  their  inquiries 
with  increased  anxiety^  till  he  acknow- 
ledged that  he  believed  he  had  drank  ra- 
ther too  much  ;  and  he  feared  that  their 
late  accident  had  been  a  judgment  upon 
him,  for  having  broken  his  word  with  the 
Padre;  and  for  having  sung  that  wicked 
song. 

'*  Then  we  all  participated  in  this  sard 
judgment,"  resumed  the  Marquis,  who 
had  never  before  presumed  he  was  so  de- 
plorably weak,  ''  probably  because  we  are 
heretics;  however,  cheer  up,  and  let  us 
know  whether  you  feel  any  strains  or 
bruises,  since  we  have  fortunately  escaped 
unhurt  ?*' 

^  I  can't 
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''  I  can*t  say  I  feel  as  if  I  was  much  hurt 
— -my  head  aches,  else — " 

''  Oh,  if  that  is  all,  I  fancy  we  need  not 
place  that  complaint  to  the  overturn/'  in- 
terrupted the  Marquis. 

^*  Why,  I  can  hardly  tell,  I  am  so  bewil- 
dered; but  I  would  not  have  grandfather, 
nor  the  friar,  know  what  has  befallen  me, 
for  as  much  as  I  shall  ever  be  worth  ;  they 
would  confine  me  for  life,  and  vow — aye, 
you  may  laugh — but  they  would  .vow  it 
was  a  judgment  upon  me/' 

''  Then  we  will  not  mention  the  circum- 
stance to  them,'*  cried  Lord  Dunluce,  who 
had  been  laughing  at  the  discomfited  glut- 
ton, till  he  vowed  his  sides  ached. 

"No,  no!  we  will  keep  your  seci*et,'* 
said  the  Marquis;  "  so,  come  and  assist  m 
raising  the  carriage;  it  may  help  to  dissi- 
pate the  vapours  that  annoy  your  brain — 
and  I  am  fearful  that  your  head-ache  would 
meet  with  very  little  pity -at  the  Priory.'* 

Algernon  was  well  aware  of  this,  there- 
fore 
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fare  reaclily  lent  his  assistance  inr  righting 
the  carriage^,  though  he  continued^  every 
now  and  then,  to  mutter  a  pater  to  him- 
self, and  to  recommend  himself  very  fer- 
vently to  Saint  Benedict,  his  patron;  which 
did  not  escape  Lord  Dunluce's  notice, 
whose  mirth  had  never  been  more  com- 
pletely excited  ;  while  the  Marquis  and 
Earl  pitied  his  superstitious  weakness, 
which  led  him  to  hope,  that  gabbling  over 
a  few  prayers  would  atone  for  any  errors. 

The  carriage  being,  however,  raised,  and 
placed  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  which 
the  Earl  desired  the  postillions  to  keep,  in 
defiance  of  stones,  they  again  took  their 
seats  in  it ;  Algernon  feeling  rather 
ashamed  at  having  rendered  himself  such 
an  object  of  mirth  to  his  cousin,  who  tor- 
mented him  most  unmercifully,  though 
with  infinite  drollery,  till  they  reached  the 
gates  of  the  Prior}^  which  they  did  not  do,, 
owing  to  their  delay,  till  past  eleven. 

Not  to  disturb  the  family,  they  alighted 
at  the  portal,  and  found  Belthorpe  only 

sitting 
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silting  up  for  them;  and  as  the  Marquis 
declined  taking  iiny  refreshment,  they  im- 
mediately  adjourned    to    their   respective 
apartments,  where  Algernon  acknowledged^ 
under  the  seal  of  secrecy,  to  his  dear  tutor, 
what  had  befallen  them;  but  omitted  havino^ 
been  previously  tipsey  ;  nor  did  he  chuse 
to  mention  how  well   he  had  entertained 
the  company :  still  the  tutor  feared  he  had 
been  very  imprudent,  and  highly  blamed 
him  for  his  ill-timed  lit  of  devotion  ;  as 
Belthorpe   did   not,    like  his  more  weak- 
minded  pupil,  fancy  that  either  paters  or 
aves,  or  even  calling  upon  all  the  saints  in 
the  calendar,  was  very  efficacious  in  time 
of  danger.    But  while  he  was  endeavouring 
to  eradicate  some  of  Algernon's  supersti- 
tious   notions,    Donald    was    anticipating, 
while  undressing  his  lord,  the  satisfaction 
both  he  and  the  poor  captive  would  feel, 
if  he  was,  as  he  fully  hoped  and  expected, 
safe  without  the   walls  of  the  Priory,  by 
that  time  the  following  evening. 

*^  If  your  brother  does  but  answer  yom? 

letter 
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letter  in  person,  I  think  it  very  probable 
he  may  be  at  Manchester  by  this  hour/' 
resumed  the  Marquis.  '*  Would  to  God 
he  were  once  safe*  out  of  the  house  !  I 
would  have  you  set  off  before  dinners- 
say  you  are  going  to  Preston,  to  fetch  a 
pair  of  bootSj  that  I  purposely  bespoke 
there  to-day ;  instead  of  which,  do  you 
make  the  best  of  your  way  to  Manchester 
— the  boots  were  not  ready  will  be  a  suf- 
ficient excuse  for  your  returning  empty- 
ban  dcd^  and  George  can  fetch  them  on 
Saturday.  Should  your  brother  merely 
have  written,  we  must,  perforce,  put  some 
one  else  in  the  secret,  as  I  dare  not  delay 
the.  escape  of  the  prisoner,  for  fear  any 
unforeseen  event  should  frustrate  our 
plans.'* 

Donald  hoped  for  the  best,  he  said,  soon 
retiring,  though,  like  his  master,  he  did 
not  devote  many  hours  lo  sleep. 

Algernon,  who  was  extremely  anxious 
to  keep  the  overturn  a  secret,  came  into 
his  brother's  room,  the  moment  he  re- 
turned 
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turned  from  mass,  to  enforce  the  cautions 
he  had  given  him  the  overnight.  The 
Marquis  gaily  assured  him  he  might  de- 
pend upon  his  discretion  ;  and  when  they 
joined  the  family,  he'  mei*e]y  said,  in  a:n- 
Bwer  to  Mr.  Langhton's  questions,  that 
they  had  spent  a  ver}'  pleasant  day;  not 
frivins:  even  Rosalie  to  understand  that 
their  brother  had  certainly  made  too  free 
with  the  juice  of  the  grape.  Not  chusing 
to  ride  out,  he  thought  he  would  pay  his 
promised  visit  to  the  Recto^-y;  this  he  al- 
ledged  as  an  excuse  for  not  accompanying 
his  brother  on  horseback,  who  gave  him  a 
hint  that  he  was  going,  as  was  his  general 
custom  on  Fridays,  to  lunch  at  Hilton: 
this  would  alone  have  prevented  the  Mar- 
quis  from  bending  his  steps  the  same  way, 
had  he  had  no  other  engagement,  as  he 
was  by  no  means  desirous  of  increasing  his. 
intimacy  with  the  French  ladies. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XI, 


The  Doctor  was  at  home,  and  seemed  ex- 
tremely flattered  by  our  hero's  visit,  who, 
after  politely  inquiring  for  the  ladies,  took 
a  seat  in  the  worthy  rector's  study,  who 
assured  him,  that  the  poor  creature  he  had 
so  kindly  assisted)  and  so  generously  re- 
lieved, was  truly  deserving  of  his  chanty, 
since  the  husband,  though  very  industrious, 
found  it  difficult  to  maintain  her  and  the 
children;  the  poor  woman  having  had  very- 
bad  health  ever  since  the  birth  of  the 
child  she  had  so  lately  lost,  which  had  pre- 
vented her  from  plying  her  spinning-wheel 
with  her  usual  industry.  The  Marquis  in- 
stantly 
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stantly  presented  the  rector  \vith  a  ten- 
pound  note,  for  the  use  of  this  indigent 
family,  requesting  he  would  bestow  it 
upon  them  in  what  proportions  he  pleased, 
or  make  any  necessary  purchases  for  (hem, 
since  industry  ought  always  to  be  re- 
warded. 

This  subject  having,  however,  been  fully 
discussed,  the  Doctor  very  politely  in-^ 
quired  after  Dr.  Campbell,  adding — '^  I 
know  he  is  still  a  resident  at  Montrose 
Castle,  and,  with  infinite  justice,  extremely 
proud  of  the  continued  friendship  of  his 
late  pupil." 

*'  Good  Heavens!  my  dear  Sir/*  ex- 
claimed the  astonished  Malcolm,  ''  are  you 
the  Dr.  Murray  whom  I  have  S9  frequently 
heard  him  fnention  as  one  of  his  earliest 
friends  ?  since  it  never  occurred  to  me, 
iior  do  1  think  it  did  to  him,  that  you  re- 
sided in  this  vicinity,  else  he  would  cer- 
tainly have  favoured  me  with  a  letter  of 
introduction  to  you;  as  he  always  men- 
tions you  in  the  most  flattering  terms,,  and 

has 
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Ihns  often  told  me  that  you  were  students 
in  the  same  college.*' 

*'  We  certainly  were,  my  Lord,"  replied 
the  Doctor;  "  and  for  some  years  after 
our  separation,  we  constantly  correspond- 
ed ;  but,  after  a  time,  we  ceased  to  write^ 
as  we  moved  in  very  different  circles,  and 
■were  plar^td  at  a  very  great  distance  from 
each  othen  I  came  to  England,  where  I 
did  mean  to  study  for  the  bar;  but  my  fa- 
mily having  different  views  forme,  I  finally 
took  orders,  and  am  now,  as  your  Lord- 
ship perceives,  quite  the  country  parson; 
and  if  I  could  but  hope  I  bore  any  resem- 
blance to  Goldsmith's  Vicar  of  Auburn,  I 
should  feel  completely  happy;  though,  I 
fear,  I  require  more  than  forty  pounds 
a-year,  to  render  me,  like  him,  '  passing 

**  That  I  can  suppose;  though,  as  from 
him/'  rejoined  the  Marquis, 

"  *  Truth  from  your  lips  prevails  with  double  sway, 
And  fools  who  come  to  scoff  rcraiin  to  pray.*  " 

The 
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The  entrance  of  the  ladies,  who  pre^ 
ceded  a  servant  bearing  various  refresh- 
ments, gave  a  turn  to  the  discourse;  and, 
after  a  little  general  chit-chat,  Charlotte 
Melbourne  asked  their  guest,  whether  the 
Priory  was  really  worth  seeing  ?  He  spoke 
highly  in  praise  of  the  building,  descanting 
very  judiciously  upon  the  varioE^  beauties 
it  displayed;  but  agreed  that  many  more 
modern  houses  were  infinitely  more  com- 
fortable, Highwood  and  the  Rectory,  for 
example. 

-  '^  Oh,  mercy,  my  Lord  !  Why,  I  have 
heejti  assured  that  this  diminutive  man- 
sion would  stand  in  the  great  hall  at  the 
Priory." 

*v  This  room  is  certainly  small,  when 
compared  to  those  I  have  of  late  occu- 
pied, but  is  certainly  more  adapted  to  an 
Englishman's  ideas  of  comfort,"  replied  the 
Marquis. 

The  Doctor  agreed  to  the  justice  of  the 
remark,   adding—''  I  have   been    assured 

.    that 
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diat  Montrose  Castle  unites  "comfort  to 
magnificence,;  n^t  often  the  case/' 

'"^  Come  and  judge  for  youi-selfj  Doctor, 
and  bring  these  b.dieswith  you;  our  High- 
land scenery  is  deserving  notice,  and  I  do 
not  mean  to  stir  from  home  next  summer." 

^'  Your  Lordship  does  us  infinite  ho- 
nour; therefore  do  not  be  y^ry  much  sur- 
prised, if  we  should  take  advantage  of  your 
politeness — that  is,  Mrs.  Murray  and  my- 
self; as  my  n itjce  is  merely  a  bird  of  pas- 
sage here,  and  my  slaughter  h  engaged  to 
spend  some  months  with  her,  ,;vvh^n  ^t 
returns  home." 

''  Very  trucy  uncle  ;  still  I  should  enjoy 
visiting  Scotland,  since  Buonaparte  cer- 
tainly confines  us  within  the  limits  of  our 
Jittk  isle;  but  I  am  even  more  anxious  to 
explore  the  inside  of  the  Priory — what  lit- 
.tie  I  can  see  of  it  seems  so  delightfuHy 
giooiw.  Possibly  your  Lordship  is  not 
afraid  of  ghosts;  else  I  can  assure  you, 
ihere  are  many  old  women  in  the  village, 
who  maintair^. the  vStately, fabric  is  haunted, 

,/voL.  //,  M  particularly^ 
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particularly  a  certain  room  with  a  large 
Gothic  bow  window,  or,  in  the  appropriate 
term,  an  oriel." 

''  Did  you  ever  hear  of  an  old  manor- 
house/ or  baronial  residence,  that  had  not 
some  such  absurd  legend  attached  to  itr'* 
interrupted  the  Doctor,  whose  Jooks  had 
hiofe  than  once  conveyed  an  indirect  re- 
'proach  to  the  gay  thoughtless  Charlotte; 
'^  and  as  the  Priory  is  inaccessible  -to  the 
inhabitants  of  Chedworth,  they  must  be 
deeply  vetsed  in  its  private  history.  The 
fact  is,  my  Lord,  Mr.  Langhton  is  not  so 
popular  as  I  could  wish,  in  the  village-^a 
Catholic  and  a  Jesuit  are  names  the  lower 
classes  grossly  misinterpret;  and  Father 
Benedetto's  being  an  Italian  is  all  against 
him.  Lady  William  Albany  is  a  most  ex- 
cellent womanj  and  an  example  to  every 
daughter — ^her's,  I  make  no  doubt,  will  be 
no  less  deserving :  of  her  son  I  know 
very  little,  as  I  dare  not  address  him,  for 
fear  of  alarming  the  susceptible  mind  of 
Nh'.  Langhton;  and  as  he  does  not  believe 

that 
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that  any  one  can  be  saved  wlio  are  not 
zealous  Catholics,  he  acts  up  to  his  prin- 
ciples, in  secluding  his  grandchildren  from 
the  world." 

'^  Your  arguments  arc  very  conclusive. 
Doctor,"  resumed  the  Marquis:  ''I  can 
only  regret  Mr.  Langhton  is  not  more  li- 
beral in  his  opinions;  since  I  am  con- 
vinced my  sister  is  a  great  loser,  in  being 
debarred  from  associating  with  the  ladies 
present ;  but  I  do  hope,  as  she  is  to  accom- 
pany our  aunt.  Lady  Winifred  Albany,  to 
tpwn  next  spring,  that  she  will  be  less 
strictly  confined  when  she  returns  to  the 
Priory/' 

Mrs.  and  Miss  Murray  made  a  very  po- 
lite reply ;  but  Charlotte  Melbourne  de- 
clared Mr.  Langhton  would  not  find  it  so 
easy  a  matter  to  keep  her  within  bounds, 
since  she  should  Jong  since  have  emerged 
from  his  Gothic  habitation,  haunted  or  not, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  excommunication. 
The  Doctor  endeavoured  to  soften  down 
her  speech;  and  our  hero  gaily  observed^ 
M  e  that 
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that  a  ghost,  where  no  company  was  ad* 
niitted^  might  vary  the  scene.  Mrs.  Mur^- 
ray  endeavoured  to  give  a  turn  to  the 
conversation  ;  and  after  spending  a  couple 
of  hours  at  the  Rectory,  the  Marquis  took 
his  leave,  in  finitely  ^-pore  prepossessed  in 
favour  o^  Miss  MiHhfayihan  of  her  gay 
volatile  cousin,  who  would,  he  made  no 
doubt,  as  she  boasted,  have  soon  set  Mn 
Langhton  and  his  anathemas  at  defiance. 

The  anxiety  he  felt  for  the  poor  captive, 
however,  soon  banished  the  Murray  family 
from  his  mind:  admitting,  as  he  hoped,  he 
got  safe  oll^  what  story  would  the  monk 
tell,  to  account,  in  any  plausible  way,  for 
his  having  been  so  long  confined,  since  he 
must  have  had  some  very  cogent  reasons 
for  having  kept  him  thus  secreted?  and  he 
could  not  help  flattering  himself,  that, 
under  Providence,  he  seemed  to  be  marked 
as  the  agent  to  redress  the  poor  young 
fellow's  wrongs,  to  whom  he  had  already 
written  a  very  long  letter,  desiring  him 
to  confide  implicitly  in  the  person  under 

whose 


LANGHTON    PRIORY.  245 

whose  care  he  meant  to  send  him  to  Lon- 
«lon,  explaining  who  he  was,  and  every 
tt  cetera;  and  to  this  he  added  a  pocket- 
book,  in  which  he  inclosed  fifty  poi^nds  in 
notes,  upon  the  blank  leaves  of  which,  he 
had  written  him  a  sort  of  vocabulary,  in 
Englisb  and  Italian,  just  to  enable  him  to 
make  his  wants  known  to  his  companion. 
These  he  gave  to  Donald,  when  he  dressed 
for  dinner,  desiring  him  to  hasten  to  Man- 
chester, where  he  hoped  he  would  find  his 
brother,  for  whom  he  gave  him  a  short 
letter,  containing  his  general  orders,  and 
desiring  he  would  write  to  Donald  the 
moment  he  arrived  in  town.  Should 
Alick  disappoint  them,  it  was  settled  that 
the  valet  should  let  his  master  know  when 
he  returned;  but  if  he  gave  him  the  meet- 
ing, our  hero  was  to  content  himself  with 
keeping  Lady  William  in  chat,  while  Do- 
nald liberated  the  prisoner,  and  took  every 
precaution  to  prevent  its  being  discovered 
what  road  he  had  taken. 

Having  thus,  as  he  conceived,  guarded 
M  3  against 
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against  every  thing,  the  Mairqtus  went 
down  to  dinner,  mentally  praying  for  the 
.success  of  his  plans;  ^vhile  the  still  more 
anxious  valet  hastened  to  the  Nag's-head_, 
having  told  Ashton  he  was  going  to  Pres^ 
ton^  and  mounting  Glow-worm^  set  off  for 
Manchester,  and  had  scarcely  reached  the 
inn,  before  the  coach  he  had  desired  his 
brother  would  come  down  by,  rattled  into 
the  yard:  he  flew  out,  and  to  his  infinite 
joy,  the  first  person  who  alighted  was  the 
man  he  was  so  anxiously  expecting.  Hav- 
ing shaken  hands  very  cordially,  they  re- 
turned into  the  room  Donald  had  quitted, 
where  Alick  was  briefly  informed  why  he 
had  been  so  hastily  summoned.  The  Mar- 
quis's letter  and  liberal  promises,  would 
alone  have  sufficed,  independent  of  his 
regard  for  his  brother,  to  have  rendered 
him  their  staunch  auxiliary. 

If  they  could  but  get  the  poor  young 
fellow  safe  without  the  walls  of  that  c— s—d 
Priory,  he  would  be  answerable  for  their 
jipt  being  traced.     He  should  travel  as  his 

nephew. 


lANGHTON    PRIORY.  247 

nephew,  and  be  deaf  and  dumb,  which 
would  answer  many  good  purposes.  Once 
in  London,  he  could  accommodate  him  in 
his  own  house ;  and  he  w^ould  watch  over 
him  with  the:  utmost  care,  till  the  Marquis 
came  to  town,  who  might  depend  upon 
his  and  his  wife's  secrecr,  and  upon 
their  conforming  in  every  respect  to  his 
"wishes. 

Donald  did  not  think  the  old  monk 
would  dare  to  make  any  great  bustle;  and 
if  he  did,  it  might  be  so  much  the  better 
for  the  young  man,  who  might  thus  dis- 
cover who  he  was,  and  to  answer  what 
purpose  he  had  been  thus  strictly  con- 
fined :  at  all  events,  he  (Alick)  could  have 
nothing  to  fear,  while  acting  under  the 
orders  of  his  lord,  who  would  certainly 
protect  him,  let  what  would  occur.  Of 
this,  Alick  was  too  well  aware,  to  entertain 
any  fears  for  his  safety. 

The  next  thing,  therefore,  that  was  to  be 

considered,   w^as    how   to   get   Juliano    to 

Manchester.      Admitting   (which    Donald 

M  4  would 
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Would  not  allow  himself  to  doubt)  thtT 
g6t  him  without  the  walls,  would  he  be 
able  to  walk  ten  miles,  after  having  been 
so  lonfi^  confined  ?  With  such  a  prospect 
before  him,  Alick  thought  he  might;  they 
could  take  their  time ;  and  as  Donald  con- 
ceived that  his  spirits  would  be  unusually 
buoyant,  he  thought  they  might  at  all 
events  make  the  attempt,  since  any  con- 
veyance that  they  might  procure,  might 
Ultimately  lead  to  a  discovery  of  the  road 
they  had  taken.  However,  if  the  poor 
youth  could  not  reach  Manchester,  Alick 
resolved  to  leave  him  in  some  secure  cor- 
ner, while  he  procured  a  post-chaise ;  and 
the  farther  they  were  from  the  Priory,  in 
case  he  did  knock  up,  the  better. 

Having  thus  settled  their  plans,  they  left 
^?ancheste^  together,  taking  it  in  turns  to 
ride  Glow-worm,  and  soon  after  six  o'clock 
they  reached  Chedworth.  leaving  his  bro- 
ther at  the  entrance  of  the  village,  Donald 
took  the  horse  to  the  NagVhead,  merely 
telling  Jthe  groom  that  he  had  had  his  ride 

for 
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for  his  pains,  as  the  boots  were  not  ready; 
he  then  hastened  back  to  his  brother, 
%vhoni  he  led  across  some  fields,  to  the 
lane  which  ran  by  the  side  of  the  chapel 
and  turret,  and  having  placed  him  under 
the  high  hedge  opposite,  he  explained  to 
him  where  he  proposed  letting  down  his 
rope-ladder,  bidding  him  be  careful  to  ga- 
ther up  that  and  the  bundle  he  should 
fling  over,  as  soon  as  Juliano  was  safe 
landed,  which  he  hoped  he  would  be,  be- 
fore eight  o'clock ;  if,  however,  any  thing 
occurred  to  prevent  his  leaving  his  attic 
that  evening,  he  (Alick)  must  endeavour 
to  procure  a  bed  at  Highwood,  as  he 
should  not  wish  him  to  be  seen  at  Ched-^ 
worth,  since  he  was  known  to  some  of  the 
servants.  Upon  second  thoughts,  how- 
ever, Donald  promised  to  join  him  him- 
self, should  anything  induce  him  to  delay 
liberating  the  captive;  and  thus  they  se- 
parated, Alick  promising  not  to  move 
three  yards  from  the  spot,  till  after  the 
Priory  clock  had  struck  eight,  having  beep 
M  5  amply 
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amply  supplied  with  money  by  his  hro^ 
ther,  and  with  proper  instructions  how  to 
act,  upon  any  and  every  emergency  they 
could  foresee. 

While  the  active  Donald  walked  round 
to  the  portal,  to  his  great  joy,  the  bell 
tolled  for  vespers  as  he  w^as  crossing  the 
hall ;  he  therefore  nierely  exchanged  a 
few  w^ords  with  Ashton,  relative  to  where 
he  had  been ;  and  then  having  seen  the  old 
man  proceed  to  chapel,  he  hastened  up 
into  his  own  room,  where  every  thing  was 
prepared  for  Juliano's  flight;  in  ten  mi- 
nutes more,  therefore,  he  softly  stole  to- 
wards the  lumber-room,  with  his  bundle  of 
clothes  for  the  prisoner,  his  ladder,  Ian- 
thorn,  and  various  tools  which  he  thought 
he  might  want  in  his  pockets.  No  difil- 
culty  having  impeded  his  progress,  he 
soon  reached  the  dome,  where  Juiiano  was 
already  stationed,  ready  to  afford  him  every 
assistance  in  his  power.  In  a  few  minutes, 
he  was  able  to  get  out  four  panes  of  glass, 
in  consequence  of  the  frame-work  being 

very 
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Tery  much  corroded,  the  prisoner  holding 
Iiis  pillow  to  catch  them  as  they  fell;  when 
Donald  made  him  a  sign  to  break  them 
very  gently^  and  strew  them  about  the 
room,  he  instantly  obeyed  him,  ever 
evincing  infinite  promptitude  at  taking  a 
hint;  when  the  valet  having  made  a  suffi- 
cient opening,  let  down  the  bundle  of 
clothes,  Juliano  instantly  stripped,  and 
-was  soon  adorned  in  clean  linen,  riding 
pantaloons,  boots,  &c.  Sec,  which  made 
such  an  alteration  in  his  appearance,  that 
Donald  would  hardly  have  known  him 
again;  he  had  already  packed  up  all  his. 
writing  materials,  which  he  put  into  the 
bundle  he  hastily  made  of  his  clothes^ 
while  the  valet,  with  the  aid  of  his  tools, 
enlarged  the  opening  sufficiently  to  let 
down  his  ladder,  which  he  had  akeady 
made  fast;  and  in  another  minute,  Juliano 
ascended,  with  his  bundle  in  one  hand,  and 
his  mattress,  according  to  the  Marquis's 
instructions,  upon  his  back,  which  having 
thrown  down^  he  flung  his  arms  round,  the 
M  6  scarcely- 
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scarcely-less  gratified  Donald,  endeavour- 
ing by  signs  to  express  his  gratitude;  but, 
as  even  moments  were  precious,  Juliano 
hastily  untied  his  bundle,  in  which  were 
two  ropes,  made  in  conformity  to  his  de- 
liverer's instructions,  the  shortest  of  which 
he   instantly   fastened   to   the    bent   iron 
frame,  leaving  the  end  hanging  down  info 
his  apartment;  the  second,  which  w^as  made 
out  of  both  his  blankets  and  sheets,  Do- 
nald undertook  to  fasten  to  the  chevmtx  de 
frize,   mounting    his   wooden   ladder   for 
that  purpose,  and  throwing  the  mattress 
across  the  precise  spot,  since  it  might  ea- 
sily be    presumed    that   the   captive    had 
made  shift  to  climb  up  the  inner  wall,  or 
they  might  think  he  had  first  used  his  rope 
for  that  purpose — that  was  all  left  to  con- 
jecture.    However,  having  arranged  every 
thing  to  further  the  imposition  they  wished 
to  practise  upon  the  friar,  and  to  oblige 
him  to  give  some  account  of  his  late  pri- 
soner, Donald  fastened  his  rope-ladder  to 
the  exact  place  he  had  pointed  out  to  his 

brother. 


LANGHTON    PRlORY.  ^53 

brother,  whom,  upon  looking  down,  he 
perceived  anxiously  waiting  the  event,  he 
made  no  doubt;  he  therefore  hastened 
down  again,  and  making  Juliano  precede 
him  up  the  woodea  ladder,  having  pre- 
viously given  him  the  letter  and  pocket- 
book  he  had  received  from  his  lord,  he 
assisted  him  to  clear  the  clievaitx  de  frize, 
ajid  to  obtain  a  firm  footing  upon  the 
rope-ladder,  when  making  him  signs  not 
to  be  too  precipitate,  he  let  go  his  hand, 
anxiously  looking  after  him,  as  he  des- 
cended rather  faster  than  prudence  war- 
ranted; but  he  knew  he  might  depend 
upon  his  ladder,  and  he  had  taken  care  to 
fasten  it  very  securely,  and  Alick  was 
standing  at  the  foot,  to  prevent  it  from 
swaying;  nevertheless,  his  heart  did  not 
feel  completely  light,  till  he  saw  him  jump 
upon  the  ground,  and  the  next  moment  he 
threw  down  both  ladder  and  bundle,  and 
saw  them,  after  picking  them  up,  hasten 
over  a  stile  leading  into  the  fields,  through 
which  he  had  brought  bis  brother,  and 
5  made 
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made  no  doubt  of  their  soon  being  safe 
from  all  pursuit;,  admitting  any  was  set  on 
foot.  He  next  hastened  to  secure  his  own 
retreat;  but  did  not  omit  any  necessary 
caution,  to  prevent  even  footsteps  being 
traced  upon  the  leads,  in  the  direction  the 
prisoner  had  made  his  escape^  whose  shoes, 
which  he  presumed,  from  their  apparent 
age,  as  his  toes  were  coming  through 
them,  had  been  made  in  Italy,  he  had  se- 
cured, having  an  idea  that  they  might  cor- 
roborate the  opinion  of  his  having  des- 
cended into  the  garden. 

At  last,  however,  he  descended  into  the 
lumber-room,  wherp  he  took  care  to  leave 
every  thing  in  the  exact  order  as  he  had 
first  found  them,  and  then  returned  tri- 
umphant into  his  master's  room,  much 
more  satisfied,  and  infinitely  happier,  than 
many  conquerors  have  felt  upon  return- 
ing home  victorious,  as  he  had  no  draw-' 
backs  upon  his  felicity^  and  having,  all 
things  considered,  been  very  expeditious,* 
as  it  was  not  laore  than  a  quarter  past 

eight. 
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eight.  He  went  down  into  the  garden, 
having  previously  pulled  off  his  boots;  and 
^vhen  without  the  house,  he  put  on  the 
Itah'an  shoes,  in  which  he  made  several 
steps,  directly  under  the  place  where  the 
sheets  and  blankets  were  suspended;  and 
then  darted  at  full  speed  to  the  opposite 
corner,  where  he  wished  it  to  be  supposed 
the  fugitive  had  contrived  to  scramble  over 
the  wall. 

He  then  returned  into  the  house,  re- 
sumed his  boots,  locked  up  the  slippers, 
and  returned  a  mental  thanksgiving  for 
having  been  permitted  to  succeed  so  well 
in  so  daring  an  attempt,  wishing  he  could 
let  his  lord  know  how  he  had  managed 
matters;  still  he  dare  not  frame  any  pre- 
tence to  call  him  out;  and  was  fearful  that, 
should  he  venture  into  the  parlour.  Lady 
William  might,  if  only  from  his  counte- 
nance, suspect  there  was  more  than  met 
the  ear,  in  whatever  he  might  say. 

At  last,  however,  he  was  tite-d'tete  with 
the  Marquis,  to  whom  the  evening-  had 

seeme4 
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seemed  unusually  long,  though  he  dared 
not  propose  retiring  a  mt)ment  sooner 
than  common ;  and^,  as  if  on  purpose  to 
perplex  him.  Lady  William  had  kept  him 
in  discourse  after  her  father  had  retired, 
feeling  assured  that  he  must  feel  it  very 
irksome  to  move,  as  he  now  did,  by  clock- 
work. With  quite  as  much  satisfaction  as 
Donald  related  it,  did  he  listen  to  how  he 
had  managed  matters,  telling  the  gratified 
valet  that  he  seemed  to  have  thought  of 
but  every  thing;  gaily  observing,  that  he 
had  displayed  as  much  prudence  and  fore- 
thought as  an  experienced  general  could 
have  done,  when  retreating  from  a  supe- 
rior army ;  promising  to  reward  both  him 
and  his  brother,  for  having  so  ably  se- 
conded his  charitable  intentions. 

Donald  declared  he  was  more  than  re- 
warded in  having  so  fully  succeeded ; 
hoping  the  young  man  would  be  able  to  • 
reach  Manchester^  and  w^ondering  whether 
the  Father  would  make  any  discoveries  that 
night.    The  Marquis  hoped  not,  as  it  might 

enable     • 
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enable  him  to  conceal  JiiIiano*s  flighty 
though  he  might  not  see  the  second  rope; 
but  as  Francisco  never  visited  him  of  an 
evening,  probably  his  evasion  would  re- 
main a  secret  till  the  breakfast-hour,  or  till 
the  gardeners  discovered  the  rope  hanging 
from  the  turret. 

Donald  agreed  this  was  very  probable; 
and  having  assured  his  lor5,  that  'his  bro- 
ther and  him  had  guarded  against  every 
probable  or  possible  obstruction  to  their 
plans,  he  retired  to  sleep,  in  the  pleasing 
hope  of  having  rescued  a  fellow-creature 
from  a  state  of  bondage,  if  not  from  des-^ 
truction. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XII. 


J^^EVER  had  Father  Benedetto  slept  more 
soundly,  little  suspecting  that  the  prisoner 
he  guarded  as  carefully  as  he  would  have 
done  the  apple  of  his  eye,  was  upon  the 
road  to  London,  before  he  went  to  mass 
in  the  morning.  But  no  sooner  were  the 
household  returned  from  chapel,  than  one 
of  the  gardeners,  in  going  to  his  work,  dis- 
covered the  ingenious  patch-work  rope, 
which  was  strongly  fastened  to  the  cramp 
iron-work  which  surrounded  what  all  the 
servants  deemed  the  mysterious  turret. 
Donald  had  managed  to  drop  it  exactly 
bctv/een  the  Padre's  windows,  for  fear  he 

should 
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should  catch  sight  of  it  when  he  rose  to 
mass,  though  it  was  hardly  light  enough 
at  that  hour  to  distinguish  objects;  still, 
had  he  put  his  head  out  to  look  at  the 
weather,  he  did  not  wish  he  should  knock 
his  nose  against  this  tissue  of  shreds. 

The  astonished  gardener  hastened  back 
into  the  house,  to  communiciite  thp  won- 
derful discovery  he  had  made  to  Mr.  Ash- 
ton,  who,  having  been  to  see  what  had 
so  forcibly  struck  his  fellow-servant,  was 
dubious  whether  he  ought  to  give  Mr. 
Langhton,  who  was  not  yet  returned  from 
chapel,  immediate  notice  of  this  strange 
occurrence,  or  whether  he  ought  to  call 
the  Father,  whom  it  most  concerned;  as  he 
had  long  been  convinced,  as  he  had  hinted 
to  Donald,  that  there  was  a  mystery  be- 
longing to  that  turret,  with  which  no  one 
but  the  Padre  was  really  acquainted. 

Before  he  had  decided  how  to  act,  the 
Marquis,  who  had  risen  rather  earlier  than 
usual,  (being,  like  his  valet,  extremely 
anxious  to  hear  and  see  what  was  going 

forward), 
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forward),  came  down  J^tairs.  Donald  was 
close  behind  him,  and  happened  to  meet 
Ashton,  just  as  he  was  returning  into  the 
house,  who  told  him  what  the  gardener 
had  discovered,  and  led  him  to  the  very 
spot,  as  a  confirmation  ^'  strong  as  holy 
writ"  of  the  truth  of  his  recent  surmises. 

Donald  played  his  part  extremely  well, 
agreed  that  this  certainly  appeared  like 
proof  positive,  that  there  was  some  one 
tonfined  in  this  observatory;  and  to  judge 
from  the  size  of  the  foot,  he  should  sup- 
pose it  was  a  man;  besides,  no  female 
would  have  dared  to  have  thus  risked  her 
reck. 

*'  Then  what  <he  deuce  could  make  that 
old  Italian  keep  a  man  so  close  a  prisoner? 
Had  it  been  a  woman,  I  should  have  been 
much  less  surprised.  However,  I  must  let 
my  poor  old  fool  of  a  master  know  that 
the  friar*s  singing-bird  is  flown — I  only 
wonder  he  has  not  already  made  the  dis- 
covery. But  you  perceive,  Mr.  Donald,  I 
was  right  in  my  conjectures—yes,  yes,  I 

am 
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ani  not  so  easily  duped  as  my  master;  I 
have  long  suspected  there  was  more  than 
telescopes  secured  by  that  chcvatix  de 
frizc- 

While  Ashton  was  thus  priding  himself 
upon  his  wonderful  sagacity,  the  Marquis 
•was  talking  to  Lady  William  and  his  sister, 
who  were  lamenting  that  his  departure  was 
drawing  so  near,  when  they  were  joined 
by  Mr.  Langhton  and  the  friar^  neither  of 
whom,  our  hero  was  convinced,  were  as 
yet  apprized  of  the  departure  of  Juliano. 
But  scarcely  had  they  began  breakfast, 
when  Fi'ancisco  made  his  appearance,  whose 
countenance  clearly  denoted  that  he  was 
not  the  bearer  of  very -agreeable  intelli- 
gence, since  he  was  as  pale  as  death,  and 
his  hair  seemed  to  stand  almost  erect,  while 
he  stammered  out — "  I  want  to  speak  with 
you.  Sir,''  addressing  his  master. 
.  The  Padre  caught  the  alarm,  though  he 
w^as  as  yet  ignorant  of  what  had  terrified 
his  confidant;  but  a  guilty  conscience  ge- 
nerally outstrips   even    its  accusers.     He 

was. 
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was,  however,  leaving  the  room,  when 
Aihton  entered,  who  anxious,  we  must 
suppose,  to  put  an  end  to  the  monk's  sus- 
pense, briefly  related  the  discovery  the 
gardener  had  made;  entering  into  various 
details  concerning  the  materials  which 
composed  the  cord  or  rope  that  was  sus- 
pended from  the  Father's  observatory,  not 
forgetting  to  mention  the  mattress,  which 
was  also  visible  from  below,  nor  the  print 
of  a  man's  foot,  whose  toes,  it  should  seem, 
to  judge  by  the  marks  he  had  left  in  the 
mould,  were  coming  through  his  shoes; 
and  they  had  traced  him  from  the  border 
under  the  turret  to  the  opposite  corner, 
where  they  supposed  he  had  made  shift  to 
scramble  over  the  garden-walls,  high  as 
they  were. 

While  Mr.  Langhton  w^as  listening,  with 
no  very  pleasant  sensations,  to  Ashton's 
prolix  detail,  who  seemed  rejoiced^  at 
having  such  an  opportunity  to  torment 
the  friar,  Francisco  whispered  in  his  ear 
a  confirmation  of  all  his  worst  fears. 

''  Let 
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^'  Let  us  go  and  see  \vhat  Ashton  has 
been  describing,"  cried  the  bewildered  Mr, 
Langhton. 

The  Father,  scarcely  conscious  of  whi- 
ther he  was  going,  followed  his  lead^  as 
'di4  ithe  Marquis^  presuming  he  was  in- 
cluded in  the  invitation ;  Belthorpe  and 
Algernon  did  the  same;  and  before  they 
reached  the  spot,  every  servant  belonging 
to  the  house  was  increasing  the  throng. 
The  rope  Ashton  had  very  accurately  des- 
cribed, they  all  agreed;  and  it  certainly 
appeared,  Belthorpe  observed,  that  some- 
body had  been  rash  enough  to  trust  their 
nepk  to  so  frail  a  tenure. 

"  Poor  felloAv  !  he  was  not  aware  of  the 
risk  he  ran,*'  said  the  Father,  giving  Mr. 
Langhton  a  significant  look,  and  returning 
into  the  house;  the  rest  of  the  family  by 
degrees  followed  his  example,  though 
most  of  the  servants  remained  behind,  to 
wonder  and  to  reason  respecting  who  this 
poor  fcUoxv  was^  who  had  thus  risked  his 
neck, 
/;.,.;'  Mr. 
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Mr.  taiighton  was  evidently  both  vexed 
t^nd  uneasy;  Lady  William  seemed  to  par- 
ticipate in  his  feelings;  and  Rosalie  wished 
(though  she  had  solely  been  restrained 
From  motives  of  delicacy)  she  had  told 
her  eldest  brother,  when  he  questioned 
her  about  the  turret,  that  she  had  long^ 
suspected  there  was  some  one  concealed 
in  the  Father*s  observatory.  Her  Lady- 
ship, however,  poured  out  the  tea,  and 
the  party  began  breakfast;  Algernon  long* 
ing,  yet  not  darin^::,  to  question  his  grand- 
father; Belthorpe,  no  less  anxious  to  have 
this  strange  mystery  elucidated;  and  our 
hero,  fearing  that  he  should  at  last»  in 
consequence  of  being  a  heretic,  be  kept 
in  the  dark- 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  Fa- 
ther again  joined  them,  though  he  had  by 
no  means  recovered  his  wonted  presence 
of  mind,  since,' forgetful  that  there  was  a 
heretic,  and  a  comparative  stranger  pre- 
vsent,  he  exclaimed,  looking  at  Mr.  Langh- 
ton — '*'  The  unfortunate  being  has  actually 

made 


fttaie  his  escape;  and  may,  perhaps,  er-^ 
this,  have  come  to  some  untimely  end/' 

*^'  God  forbid  ! "  cried  the  person  he  ad- 
xiressed:  ''  but  it  is  necessaryj  as  matters 
liave  turned  out.  Father,  that  the  Marquis 
of  Endermay,  and  my  daughter  and  grand- 
children, should  know  how  this  poor  young 
fellow  came  to  be  an  inmate  of  Ivanghton 
Priory,  and  what  has  induced  him  so  rashly 
to  endanger  his  neck  in  making  his  escape; 
since,  in  my  opinion,  he-ought  to  be  pur- 
sued without  loss  of  time,  and  secured 
from  nmning  any  more  such  risks." 

''  I  have  no  longer  any  wish  to  keep  his 
unfortunate  malady  a  secret,  my  dear  pa- 
tron,*' resumed  the  disconcerted  friar : 
*^  would  to  Heaven  I  had  placed  him  at 
once  in  a  receptacle  for  lunatics !  but  I 
could  not  divest  myself  of  the  idea,  that 
maniacs  are  generally  harshly  treated, 
when  from  under  the  eye  of  their  rela- 
tions; and  this  poor  youth  being  a  fo- 
reigner, and  unable  to  make  himself  un- 
derstood  in  any  language  but  Italian,  I 

VOL.  ir.  N  wished 
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wished  to  keep  him  ^vith  me^  and  to  admi- 
nister, as  far  as  laid  in  my  power,  to  his 
comforts  and  caprices,  since  he  is  a  ne- 
phew of  mine — the  son  of  my  youngest 
sister,  who  is  thirty  years  my  junior.  She 
was,  like  myself,  devoted  to  the  cloister 
by  our  parents;  but  a  Tuscan  nobleman 
having  fallen  in  love  with  her,  she  became 
a  wife,  and  the  mother  of  the  hapless  boy, 
who  has  so  recently  escaped  from  hence ; 
who,  in  consequence  of  a  fever  settling 
upon  his  brain  at  a  very  early  age,  was 
pronounced  decidedly  insane  before  he 
was  sixteen — though,  you  may  believe,  no 
pains  were  spared  by  his  anxious  parents 
to  rempve  so  dreadful  an  infliction.  When 
Italy  was  overrun  by  the  French  republi- 
can armies,  my  sister  and  her  husband 
sought  a  refuge  in  Germany,  at  a  relation 
of  the  latter's,  but  to  whose  house  thev 
could  not  think  of  taking  their  son :  as 
they  then  had  it,  however,  in  contempla- 
tion to  come  to  England,  they  wrote  to 
me,  requesting  that  I  would  take  charge 

of 
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of  tine  unfortunate  youth,  till  they  could 
so  arrange  matters  as  to  follow  him.  I 
could  not  deny  an  only  surviving  relative 
so  trifling  a  favour;  though  I  thought  it 
necessary  to  mention  their  request  to  my 
honoured  patron,  before  I  wrote  them  an 
answer,  as  I  wished  to  have  their  son  un- 
der my  own  eyes,  as  I  then  hoped  and 
expected  they  would  soon  claim  him  at 
my  hands;  and,  as  I  said  before,  I  did  not 
conceive  I  should  be  doing  either  them  or 
him  a  service,  if  I  suffered  him  to  go  to  a 
private  mad-house.  Mr.  Langhton,  whose 
benevolence  is  unbounded,  and  who,  like 
the  good  Samaritan,  is  always  ready  to 
pour  oil  into  the  wounds  of  the  afflicted, 
entered  into  my  feelings  upon  the  occa- 
sion ;  and  as  I  did  not  wish,  at  least  till 
mv  sister's  arrival,  to  have  my  nephew's 
unfortunate  malady  made  public,  he  kindly 
consented  to  my  having  him  secured  in  an 
apartment  over  mine,  which  had  been  pur- 
posely prepared  for  him ;  and  to  avoid 
e'xciting  (he  idle  curiosity  of  the  servants; 
K  2  he 
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he  allo>ved  me  to  bring  him  in  privately, 
and  put  him  in  possession  of  the  room  he 
has  so  recently  vacated.  A  faithful  old 
servant  of  my  sister's  delivered  him  into 
my  hands;  and:  I  hoped  I  had  guarded 
against  his  coming  to  any  harm,  having,  as 
I  conceived^  taken  every  precaution  to 
prevent  his  thus  rashly  endangering  his 
life — not  supposing  that  he  would  remain 
more  than  six  months  under  my  care.  But 
the  Almighty  had  otherwise  ordained  !  as 
my  sister  died  soon  after  her  arrival  in 
Germany,  and  her  husband  was,  I  fear, 
assassinated  by  some  French  emi^ary,  who 
hoped  to  be  rewarded  with  his  estates. 
The  servant  who  brought  my  nephew 
over,  wrote  me  the  melancholy  intelli- 
gence; and,  of  course,  I  was  more  than 
ever  bound  to  watch  over  the  poor  or- 
phan, whom  I  began  to  hope  might  in 
time  be  allowed  more  liberty,  as  he  cer- 
tainly has,  of  late^  had  lucid  intervals,  in 
one  of  which  he  must  have  planned  and 
effected  his   escape;    though  maniacs  are 

generallv 
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generally  very  cunning,  and  have  fre- 
quently cbntrived  to  outwit  their  keepei-s 
—it  is  only  surprising  that  the  frail  cord 
fo  which  he  trusted,  did  not  deceive  his 
expectations/* 

''  Providence  watched  over  him,  poor 
soul  !**  ejaculated  Mr.  Langhton,  who  had 
before  been  told  the  story  the  monk  had 
'been  relating  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
pany: *'  but,  pray,  how  did  he  contrive  to 
^et  out  upon  the  roof?  I  thought  v/e  had 
endeavoured  to  render  that  impracticable.'* 

"  I  am  positively  at  a  loss  to  know' how 
he  contrived  to  make  a  sufficient  opening 
in  the  iron  frame-work,  to  get  his  body 
through.  He  reached  the  sky-light  by  the 
means  of  a  chair  placed  upon  his  table,  I 
presume;  and  probably,  in  consequence 
of  his  disorder,  (which  made  him  set  every 
risk  and  difficulty  at  defiance),  he  had  suf- 
ficient strength  to  bend  the  iron,  which  I 
thought  secured  him.  There  is  a  rope,  si- 
milar to  the  one  fastened  to  the  chevaux 
de  frize,  now  suspended  [i\jm  his  window- 
N  3  irauiC, 
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frame,  by  which,  I  suppose,  he  raised  him- 
self to  the  height  he  required;  he  raiist 
then  have  climbed  or  scrambled  up  the 
inner  wall;  and  he  had  sense  enough  to 
throw  his  mattress  over  the  spikes,  upon 
which,  I  suppose,  he  sat,  while  fastening 
the  rope  by  which  he  descended  into  the 
garden — altogether,  it  is  miraculous  he  did 
not  break  his  neck/' 

"  It  is,  indeed,''  resumed  Mr.  Langhton: 
"  but  is  it  certain  that  he  has  been  able  to 
scale  the  garden-walls?  I  own  I  think  it 
■very  probable  he  may  yet  be  concealed 
somewhere  about  the  premises :  let  the 
gardeners  search  for  him,  and  let  us  send 
some  of  the  servants  to  make  inquiries  in 
the  neighbourhood;  since,  as  he  is  penny- 
less,  and  unable  to  make  himself  under* 
stood  in  English,  I  dare  say  he  will  soon 
be  secured,  as  it  will  soon  be  perceived  by 
those  who  may  meet  or  overtake  him,  that 
he  is  deranged." 

The  Father,  who  did  not  seem  at  all 
cheered    by    these    prognostics,    left    the 

room 
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room  to  search,  the  garden,  attended  by- 
Algernon  and  Belthorpe,  who  were  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  see  this  said  maniac; 
neither  of  them  putting  implicit  faith  in 
the  veracity  of  the  desponding  monk,  par- 
ticularly the  latter^  who  strongly  suspected 
that  the  late  prisoner  was  much  nearer 
related  to  him  than  he  had  chosen  to  ac- 
knowledge, though  he  thought  it  possible 
that  he  might  be  mad,  and  thought  the 
friar  could  not  have  hit  upon  a  more  eco- 
nomical plan  than  the  one  he  had  adopted 
for  his  maintenance. 

The  Marquis  had  not  chosen,  unasked, 
to  give  his  opinion  upon  the  recent  oc- 
currence; and  as  he  did  not  participate  in 
the  monk's  fears,  nor  in  the  hopes  his 
companions  entertained  of  finding  the 
fugitive  in  the  garden,  he  readily  acceded 
to  Lady  William's  intreaty  that  he  would 
finish  his  breakfast,  instead  of  accompany- 
ing the  Father  in  search  of  his  nephew. 

Mr.    Langhton     remained     buried    in 

thought  during  the  monk's  absence,  who 

N  4r  returned. 
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rcnirnedj  after  haviiQg  searched  in  every 
corner  cf  the  garden,  b-e  sakl,  without 
discovering  any  traces?*  of  his  poor  ne- 
phew;  adding — ''Anxious  as  I  am  to  as- 
certain whither  he  is  gone,  and  to  have 
him  properly  secured,  I  think  there  is  not 
need  to  create  any  bii&tie  in  the  neighbour- 
hood/' lookiwg  at  the  Marquis,  as  if  he 
wished  to  hear  his  opinion  upon  the 
subject. 

*'  It  wonld  certainly  be  more  desirable,, 
could  he  be  secured  privately/'  replied 
our  hero;  "as  it  would -save  Mr.  Larigh- 
ton  and  yoa  a  vast  deal  of  trouble,  a*nd 
some  expence;  since  the  existing  laws  of 
Great  Britain,  as  you  doubtless  already 
know,  do  not  admit  of  a  person  being 
confined,  as  this  gentleman  has  been,  ex- 
cept such  a  step  had  been  Sanctioned; by 
a  physician  of  eminence,  and  he  had  bpen, 
publickly  declared  a  lunatic,  and  treated, 
as  such.  Now  his  having  so  dextrously 
n^anaged  to  release  himself,  may,  in  law, 
perhaps,  be  deemed  a  proof  of  sanity.    I 

know 
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know  maniacs  are  very  cunning,  and  that 
they  are  always  very  anxious  to  make  their 
escape  from  their  keepers ;  but  they  sel- 
dom make  ropes,  or  take  any  precautions 
to  secure  tlieir  necks ;  since  many,  to  my 
certain  knowledge,  have  jumped  out  of  an 
upper  window ;  and  a  lady,  very  lately, 
leaped  from  the  roof  of  the  mad-house 
where  she  was  confined  into  the  court 
below,  and  was,  in  consequence,  dashed  to 
pieces;  but  your  nephew  appears  to  have 
consulted  his  own  safety,  even  in  making 
his  escape.  However,  he  may  have  taken 
the  opportunity  of  one  of  his  lucid  inter- 
vals, to  plan  his  evasion;  and  should  his 
malady  have  returned  upon  him,  he  may, 
as  others  have  done  before  him,  run  till  he 
drops,  or  expire  of  cold  and  hunger  in 
some  lone  spot,  if  he  does  not,  which  has 
not  unfrequently  happened,  throw  himself 
into  the  first  pond  or  river  he  meets  with; 
it  would,  therefore,  be  very  desira\)Ie  that 
he  should  be  secured.** 

As  he  expected,  the  Marquis  fully  suc- 
N  5  ceeded 
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ceeded  in  alarming,  not  only  the  friar,  but 
Mr.  Langhton  :  as  they  neither  of  them 
made  any  reply  to  his  suggestions,  he 
carelessly  inquired,  how  old  the  fugitive 
was  ? 

"I  may  not  be  very  correct  in  my  dates," 
said  the  agitated  monk;  ''  but,  I  think, 
about  seven-and-twenty — would  to  Hea- 
ven he  had  never  come  to  England  V* 

"  Why,  as  matters  have  turned  out,  it 
might  have  been  as  well  had  he  remained 
in  Italy,  Father,"  rejoined  the  Marquis: 
*'  though  allow  me  to  observe,  that  I  must 
think  you  were  to  blame,  in  not  placing 
him  under  the  care  of  some  of  the  very 
skilful  men  in  such  disorders,  with  which 
London  abounds;  since  you  do  not  seem 
to  have  given  him  a  chance  of  recovering 
his  reason,  as  close  confinement  must  have 
been  as  irksome  to  his  spirits,  as  injurious 
to  ^is  general  health.  Indeed,  had  I  been 
ii?^  M^f.  Langhton's  place,  I  should  long 
since  have  insisted  upon  your  nephew's 
being  either  removed  from  hence,  or  at- 
tended 
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tended  by  some  of  the  first  medical  men 
in  this  country;  since  the  sort  of  mystery 
that  has  been  made  of  his  residence  here, 
has  neither  been  prudent  nor  judicious." 

Mr.  Langhton  appeared  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  this  assertion,  as  he  sighed 
deeply,  while  the  friar  held  down  his  head 
in  evident  confusion.  Lady  William  en- 
joyed the  spirited  rebuke  the  Marquis  gave 
the  monk;  so  did  Belthorpe,  and  Algernon 
unconsciously  rubbed  his  hands  in  high 
glee.  Mr.  Langhton,  feeling  himself  called 
upon  to  say  something  in  his  own  vindi- 
tration,  at  last  faltered  out-—''  I  have  cer- 
tainly been  very  much  to  blame^  Marquis; 
I  ought— '' 

'"  The  blame  all  rests  with  me,"  cried 
the  friar ;  "  you  were  wholly  guided  by  my 
advice." 

"  I  am  as  ready  to  exculpate  Mr.  Langh- 
ton from  having  intentionally  acted  wrong 
as  you  can  be.  Father,"  resumed  the  Mar- 
quis; "  still,  as  he  must  be  more  au  fait 
of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  than  you  seem 
N  6  to 
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to  be,  he  ought  not,  in  a  case  like  this,  to 
tave  listened  to  your  advice;  since,  should 
any  unpleasant  circumstances  occur,  in 
consequence  of  your  prisoner  having  es- 
caped, the  blame  will  equally  fall  upon 
him/* 

"  Your  Lordship  does  not  do  justice  to 
Xiiy  feelings/' cried  the  more  and  more  per- 
plexed Italian.  "  I  never  meant  to  render 
my  nephew  a  prisoner;  though,  I  dare  say, 
should  he  be  secured,  he  will  accuse  me  of 
having  done  so,  when,  Heaven  knows,  I  was 
only  actuated  by  my  sincere  regard  for  him 
•—though  I  noAv  perceive  I  have  been  to 
"blame.  But  may  I  request  a  few  minutes 
private  conversation  with  you,  Mr.  Langh- 
ton  ?  for  my  mine!  is  in  too  confused  a 
state,  to  allow  me  to  come  to  any  deter- 
mination how  to  proceed  in  this  unplea- 
sant business/* 

The  old   gentleman,   though  evidently 

jjfiore  displeased  with  the  Father  than  he 

even  dared  to  avow,  left  the  room  with 

fem,  to  listen  to  his  justifi cation^  our  hero 

6  supposed, 
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supposed,  who  was  well  convinced  that  all 
the  monk  had  said  respecting  Juliano  was 
absolute  fiction,  since  he  was  certain  he 
was  not  insane;  nor  did  he,  like  Belthorpe, 
think  he  was  at  all  related  to  the  Father. 

The  moment  the  door  was  shut  upon  the 
old  man,  Algernon,  with  a  sagacious  shrug, 
exclaimed — "  Well,  'tis  a  true  saying  that 
murder  will  out,  sooner  or  later :  you  and 
I,  Belthorpe,  have  long  suspected  that  there 
was  some  one  concealed  in  the  observa- 
tory/' 

''  Various  circumstances  certainly  led  to 
our  forming  such  a  conjecture,  Sir :  I  am 
sorry  we  were  not  mistaken,  since,  as  mat- 
ters have  turned  out,  I  grieve  the  Father 
ever  undertook  the  care  of  his  nephew,  or 
rather,  that  he  chose  to  confine  him  within 
these  precincts;  since,  were  there  to  be 
any  bustle,  in  consequence  of  his  having 
made  his  escape,  it  would  be  extremely 
disagreeable  to  a  man  of  Mr.  Langhton's 
retired  habits  of  life,  and  very  unpleasant 
to  yodr  Ladyship." 

•^  As 
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''  As  I  cannot  doubt  the  Father's  vera- 
city," replied  her  Ladyship,  *'  I  hope, 
should  the  poor  young  fellow  be  over- 
taken, all  may  yet  be  well  :  therefore, 
surely  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  endea- 
vouring to  trace  the  route  he  may  have 
followed/' 

"  The  Father  seems  more  anxious  to 
exchlpate  himself  than  to  seek  the  poor 
fugitive/*  said  our  hero,  ^'  who  may,  per- 
haps, return,  or  be  brought  home  when 
least  expected.  It  is  well,  however^  he 
has  to  do  with  Mr.  Langhton,  instead  of 
me^  as  I  should,  for  my  own  security,  re- 
quire him  to  accompany  me  to  the  nearest 
magistrate's,  before  whom  I  should  insist 
upon  his  relating  the  story  he  has  so  re- 
cently told  respecting  his  nephew ;  and  I 
should  then  oblige  him  to  swear  to  the 
facts  he  had  stated/' 

"  Oh  Lord  !  Oh  Lord !  I  can  but  think 
what  a  quandary  poor  old  Domine  would 
be  in,  if  you  had  your  way,  brother,"  cried 
the   highly-diverted   Algernon ;    ''  ecod  ! 

you 
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you  would  not  leave  him  a  loop-hole  to 
creep  out  of/' 

Lady  William  with  difficulty  composed 
her  countenance;  while  Belthorpe  thought 
Mr.  Langhton  ought  to  be  told  that  it 
might  be  necessary  the  Father  should  make 
the  required  declaration;  feeling  well  as- 
sured that  the  monk  would  refuse  to  as- 
sert upon  oath  the  petty  romance  he  had 
amused  them  with. 

In  a  very  short  lime,  the  old  men  re- 
turned. Mr.  Langhton  having  sense  enough 
to  know  that  the  Marquis  had  merely 
stated  facts,  when  he  had  said  he  and  the 
friar  had  acted  contrary  to  law;  and  he  did 
not  wish  him  to  suppose  that  he  was  to  be 
persuaded  to  persevere  in  acting  wrong, 
out  of  regard  to  his  confessor*s  feelings, 
who  had  certainly  fallen  very  much  in  his 
opinion  within  the  last  hour;  he  had,  in 
consequence,  insisted  upon  immediate  in- 
quiries being  set  on  foot  in  the  village 
and  neighbourhood,  which  he  now  told 
the  MarquiS;  adding — ''  I  think  this  may 

be 
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be  done  without  absolutely  declaring  from 
whence  the  poor  maniac  made  his  escape^ 
since  he,  of  course,  cannot  reveal  that  cir- 
cumstance." 

Our  hero  agreed  to  the  justice  of  the 
remark,  and  saw  no  reason  for  setting  the 
village  gossips  a-prating.  The  friar  thought 
it  would  be  very  absurd,  since  the  lower 
classes  of  English  were  extremely  prone  to 
scandal;  nor  did  he  see  the  necessity  of 
stating  that  the  fugitive  was  insane,  except 
he  had  been  guilty  of  any  outrageous 
action. 

Mr.  Langhton  appeared  to  acquiesce  in 
this  opinion,  desiring  the  Father  to  des- 
cribe the  dress  and  figure  of  his  nephew, 
as  they  could  not  else  make  any  inquiry 
(at  least  with  any  hope  of  success)  res- 
pecting him.  As  to  his  being  a  foreigner, 
that  ne^d  not  be  mentioned,  in  the  first 
instance:  appealing  to  the  Marquis  for  his 
opinion  respecting  the  mode  they  pro- 
posed to  pursue.  He  again  said,  the  less 
bustle  they  made  the  better,  situated  as 

they 
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they  were  \vith  respect  to  the  fugitive; 
offering,  as  he  meant  to  take  a  ride^  to 
make  inquiries  Respecting  him  upon  the 
Manchester  road;  advising  Belthorpe  and 
his  brother  to  take  the  other  great  roads; 
the  servants  might  beat  about  the  neigh- 
bourhood; and  by  this  means,  they  should 
certainly,  some  of  them,  either  come  up 
with  or  hear  of  such  a  wanderer. 

''  Oh,  I  am  convinced  he  will  be  forth- 
coming, sooner  or  later,"  said  ithe  friar,  in 
evident  perturbation;  "  since  he  cannot 
make  himself  understood,  except  by  signs. 
What  is.  it,  therefore,  likely  will  be  done 
with  him,  my  Lord  Marquis,  should  he,  as 
it  appears  very  probable,  apply  to  any  one 
for  relief?" 

*^  Except  he  happens  to  stumble  upon 
some  very  charitable  well-disposed  person. 
Father,  he  will  probably  be  taken  to  the 
churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  parish 
in  which  he  may  be  found;  they  will,  of 
couise,  carry  him  before  a  magistrate,  who 
will  oblige  him,  by  means  of  an  interpre- 
ter. 
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ter,  to  give  some  account  of  himself. 
Should  he  be  seized  during  one  of  his 
lucid  intervals,  you  must  know^  Father, 
what  he  is  likely  to  assert  in  his  own  de- 
fence; probably  he  will  inform  the  justice 
from  whence  he  came/' 

*'  He  does  not  know  where  he  was  con- 
fined. Marquis — I  took  care  of  that/' 

"  You  may  have  acted  very  prudently, 
my  good  Sir;  still  I  think  it  extremely 
probable  that  he  will  either  be  able  to 
lead  the  way  back  to  his  prison,  or  that, 
admitting  him  to  be  rather  reasonable,  he 
will  ffive  such  a  description  of  this  house, 
as  will  perfectly  satisfy  the  justice:  should 
he,  on  the  contrary,  rave,  and  rant,  and  talk 
incoherently,  he  will  be  taken  care  of  till 
he  is  owned.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  wished 
that  some  of  us  may  be  able  to  secure  him, 
since  you  would  find  yourself  in  a  very 
disagreeable  predicament.  Father,  if  pub* 
lickly  called  upon  to  account  for  your 
having  secretly  confined  so  near  a  rela- 
tion." 

''  Would 
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**  Would  to  God  he  had  remained  in 
Italy  !"  fervently  ejaculated  the  monk;,  who 
rather  reluctantly  proceeded  to  describe  his 
figure  and  dress,  but  by  no  means  suffici- 
ently accurately  to  have  answered  the  de- 
sired purpose.  This  the  Marquis  was  alone 
aware  of;  he  was  therefore  convinced,  that 
the  old  hypocrite  trusted  to  Juliano's  sup- 
posed ignorance,  and  to  his  not  being,  as 
he  represented  him,  deranged,  for  his  se- 
curity; since  he  flattered  himself,  that  he 
would  undergo  any  privations,  and  endure 
every  species  of  want,  rather  than  give 
such  an.  account  of  himself  as  might  lead 
to  his  being  brought  back  to  the  Priory. 

It  was,  however,  settled,  that  our  hero, 
Algernon,  and  BeUhorpe,  should,  as  had 
been  proposed,  take  three  difierent  roads; 
the  Marquis  that  leading  to  Manchester, 
while  Ashton,  who  was  to  caution  all  the 
other  servants  not  to  miruion  the  morn- 
ing occurrences  without  the  walls,  was  to 
proceed  into  the  village,  where,  without 
making  any  direct  inquiries,  he  would  cer- 
tainly 
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tainly  learn  whether  such  a  person  had 
been  seen ;  the  Father  said  he  would  go  to 
Hilton,  whither  it  was  possible  he  might 
have  strolled ;  and  our  hero  said  Donald', 
upon  whose  secrecy  he  knew  they  might 
safely  rely,  should  ride  to  Preston — he 
should  want  his  boots,  and  it  was  as  likely 
the  poor  fellow  had  taken  that  road  as  any 
other. 

Between  ten  and  eleven,  therefore,  they 
nil  left  home,  Algernon  nnd  Belthorpe  in 
the  evident  hope  of  overtaking  the  sup- 
posed maniac:  not  so  the  Marquis  and  Do- 
nald, who  neither  of  them  troubled  any 
one  with  inquiries  respecting  a  person 
they  hoped  w^as  many  miles  on  the  London 
road;  and  we  presume  our  readers  will 
guess,  that  no  one  else  obtained  any  tid- 
ino^s  of  the  fu^ritive. 

When  the  family  met  at  dinner,  Mr. 
Langhton,  who  began  seriously  to  dread 
that  some  misfortune  had  befallen  the  late 
captive,  declared  that  he  feared  he  had  (as 
the  Marquis  had  suggested  in  the  morn- 
ing) 
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ittg)  drowned  himself,  in  which  case  he 
might  not  be  found  for  nine  days  or  more. 

The  monk's  countenance  brightened  for 
a  moment;  but  as  he  well  knew  that  the 
fugitive  was  not  insane,  he  dared  not  hope 
he  had  made  away  with  himself;  yet  he 
affected  to  think  it  very  probable  some* 
thing  had  befallen  him ;  repeatedly  declar- 
ing he  should  never  forgive  himself,  were 
it  to  be  proved  that  he  had  come  to  an 
untimely  end;  when  in  fact  he  would  have 
readily  given  the  half  of  his  savings  to  any 
one  who  could  have  assured  him  that  his 
late  prisoner  was  no  more.  He  might  be 
starved,  to  be  sure;  but  the  English  were 
naturally  charitable,  and  if  he  could  but 
make  himself  understood^  he  might  obtain 
some  relief. 

While  he  was  making  these  reflections, 
the  Marquis,  who  felt  by  no  means  satis- 
fied, asked  him  his  nephew's  name  ? 

*'  Juliano  Corsini,  my  Lord/' 

''  His  father  was  a  Tuscan  noble,  I  think 

you 
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you  said:  was  he  attached  to  the  court  of 
the  Grand  Duke?*' 

*'  By  no  means;  he  chiefly  resided  at  a 
castle  he  had  ia  the  neighbourhood  of 
Sienna." 

"The  Earl  of  Algernon  made  some  stav 
at  Sienna,  when  he  was  making:  the  s:rand 
tour,  he  told  me ;  very  probably  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  Corsini  family." 

"  Tis  possible,  my  Lord— though  they 
lived  very  retired.  But  may  I  request  you 
would  not  mention  the  recent  occurrences 
at  liighwood  }  we  are  Catholics,  and,  as 
such,  likely  to  be  infinitely  more  blamed, 
for  what  no  human  foresight  could  have 
prevented." 

Mr.  Langhton  seconded  the  friar's  re- 
quest. The  Marquis  assured  them  both, 
that  he  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  ex- 
pose them  to  eensure;  though  he  did  not 
conceive  their  being  Catholics  would  either 
extenuate  or  aggravate  their  error  in  judg- 
ment, in  the  eyes  of  sensible  people.  Lady 

William 
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William  wished  it  had  sooner  been  known 
that  there  had  been  such  an  inmate  at  the 
Priory,  and  that  the  poor  young  man  had 
had  proper  advice.  Belthorpe,  in  more 
gentle  terms,  spoke  to  the  same  effect. 
Algernon  also  seized  the  opportunity  to 
give  the  crest-fallen  monk  a  slice,  who 
with  difficulty  kept  his  temper,  particu- 
larly with  Belthorpe  and  his  pupil.  The 
Marquis  he  dared  not  contradict ;  besides 
he  felt  that  he  had  reason  on  his  side ;  he 
had,  besides,  a  very  high  opinion  of  his  prin- 
ciples— therefore  from  him  he  could  bear 
a  rebuke;  but  he  could  not  so  easily  digest 
Belthorpe's  malicious  insinuations,  and  still 
less,  Algernon's  rude  hints  and  implied 
doubts,  (which  he  had  very  grassly  ex- 
pressed), respecting  the  sex  of  his  nephew. 
The  usual  summons  to  vespers  alone  pre- 
vented him  from  resenting  their  interfer- 
ence; and  he  resolved,  Italian-like,  to  be 
revenged,  when  they  least  expected  to  fall 
under  his  displeasure 

CHAP, 
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CHAP.  XIIL 


Tre  Marquis  and  Lady  William  being  left 
tcte-d'tete,  she,  of  course,  dwelled  upon  the 
strange  occurrences  of  the  morning,  de- 
claring her  astonishment  at  the  fugitive's 
neither  having  been  seen  nor  heard  of  in 
the  environs;  seriously  asking  our  hero, 
whether  Mr.  Langhton  would  have  any 
thing  to  dread,  admitting  a  magistrate  were 
to  take  cognizance  of  the  business? 

Malcolm  assured  her,  that  as  the  friar 
alone  was  to  blame,  Mr.  Lano^hton  could 
only  be  censured,  for  having,  perhaps,  been 
too  credulous.  As  for  the  Father,  he  would 
certainly  be  required  tc  give  a-rather  clearer 

account 
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account  of  his  nephew^  supposing  (as  he 
doubtless  would  be)  he  was  forthcoming, 
than  he  had  done  hitherto;  since  he  did 
not  scruple  to  acknowledge,  that  he,  for 
one,  put  no  faith  in  the  vague  improbable 
tale  he  had  told. 

*'  Nor  I,  upon  my  honour.  Marquis !  I 
have  long  suspected  there  was  a  strange 
mystery  attached  to  the  turret  he  inhabits, 
and  I  was  fearful,  as  has  proved  the  fact, 
that  my  father  was  privy  to  it;  though  I 
am  convinced  he  implicitly  believes  what- 
ever his  confessor  chuses  to  assert — such 
are  the  fruits  of  a  life  of  seclusion  !  Mr. 
Langhton  has  lived  out  of  the  world,  till  he 
has  become  unconscious  that  he  was  vio- 
lating the  laws  of  his  country,  when,  in  his 
opinion,  he  was  displaying  his  humanity. 
However,  I  hope  your  spinted  remon- 
strances. Marquis,  have  rather  opened  his 
eyes,  and  that  he  will  never  again  suffer 
himself  to  be  duped  into  acting  wrong, 
even  by  the  Padre,  whose  absolute  want 
of  affection  for  the  poor  wanderer,  has 
.VOL.  II.  o  heightened 
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heightened  the  dislike  I  have  long  felt^ 
but  never  before  avowed  that  I  bore  him 

But  I  had   no  patience  to  hear  him 

descanting  upon  his  fine  feelings  towards 
his  late  captive,  when  it  was  easy  to  per- 
ceive that  he  would  have  been  extremely 
rejoiced,  had  he  broken  his  neck  in  endea- 
vouring to  escape  from  his  tyranny.  Who 
ran  this  poor  youth  be,  if  not,  as  he  de- 
clares, his  nephew  ?** 

"  That  time  alone  can  determine,"  re- 
plied our  hero  :  ''  not  the  father's  nephew, 
I  would  venture  to  affirm;  nor  do  I  think 
he  was  insane." 

'^  The  Father  would  be  much  more  af 
his  ease  if  he  were.  However,  I  hope,  my 
dear  Marquis,  that  should  Mr.  Langhton 
be  involved  in  any  difficulties,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  infatuation,  with  respect  to 
his  confessor,  that  you  will  stand  his  friend; 
for  I  am  fearful  he  will  be  generally  con- 
demned, should  his  credulity  be  ever  made 
public." 

**  I  will  ever  stand  forward  in  his  de- 
fence. 


fence^  since  1  am  convinced  he  merely- 
erred  through  ignorance;  but,  for  the  pre- 
sent, I  think  we  had  better  let  the  matter 
rest.  The  monk  must  be  miserable  while 
he  remains  in  suspense;  and  if  his  captive 
has-  any  former  friends,,  he  may*  never  kaow 
whither  he  is  gone ;  or  he  may,,  when  He 
least  expects  it,  be  called  upon  to  decFa^e 
who  he  really  is;  and  in  an  English  court 
of  justice,  he  must  beware  of  perjuring^ 
himself." 

Lady  William  was-  prevented,  from  re- 
plying, by  the  return  of  the  party  from 
chapel.  The  Father  did  not  come  ia  to 
supper;  and,  at  an  early  hour,  as  Mr. 
Langhton  was  not  in  spirits,  they  retired 
for  the  night,  when  Donald  amused  his. 
lord  with  repeating  what  had  passed  among 
the  servants,  respecting  the  fugitive,  who 
certainly  gave  their  tongues  full  liberty 
within  the  w^alls,  as  they  were  debarred 
from  relating  the  wonderful  event  to  their 
ftnends;  and  certainly,  one  and  all,  they 
entertained  a  most  shocking  opinioa  of 
o  2  the 
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the  old  Italian,  and  of  his  confidential 
Francisco;  nor  had  they  spared  Mr.  Langh- 
ton,  who,  they  made  no  doubt,  would  con- 
ni'v'e  at  any  evil  doings  of  the  monks,  to 
obtain  absolution  for  his  own  misdeeds. 
,  Jhe  Marquis  desired  Donald  not  to  drop 
3,  hint  respecting  the  fugitive  to  any  soul, 
except  his  brother,  as  he  was  resolved  to 
make  the  old  Italian  declare,  not  only  who 
Juliano  was,  but  why  he  had  kept  him  so 
long  confined  ;  briefly  recapitulating  the 
story  he  had  told  respecting  him,  which 
Donald  pronounced  to  be  a  fiction  from 
beginning  to  end.  He  then  retired,  re- 
joicing at  having  so  completely  outwitted 
the  old  hypocrite. 

The,  next  morning,  being  Sunday,  the 
family  did  not  go  to  mass  at  seven ;  and 
as  our  hero  always  dressed  for  the  day 
"when  he  rose,  as  he  always  made  a  point 
of  going  to  church  wherever  he  was,  he 
was  completing  his  toilette,  when  Alger- 
non rapped  at  his  door,  crying — '^'Tisonly 
me^  brother."    •; 

if  Pray 


LAKGHTON    PRIORif.  S9B 

*'  Pray  walk  in/'  said  the  Marquis. 

He  did  not  require  any  further  invita- 
tion.— '*  Well,  how  are  you  this  morning? 
I  dare  say  you  slept  a  d-v-l-h  deal  better 
than  Domini — talking  of  him,  I  am  sure -I 
shall  make  you  laugh — but  one  has  no  op- 
portunity of  speaking  a  word  below." 

Donald,  who  never  forgot  himself,  upon 
the  strength  of  being  honoured  with  his 
lord's  confidence,  instantly  retired ;  when 
Algernon  having  given  way  to  a  violent 
burst  of  laughter,  exclaimed — "  Oh,  what 
would  I  have  given  you  had  been  at  my 
elbow. last  night.  Marquis  !  Oh,  Belthorpe 
and  I  had  such  fun  !  I  am  sure  I  lauo-hed 
till  my  sides  were  as  sore  as  the  Father's 
back  is  this  morning,  I  should  suppose; 
for,  would  you  believe  it !  he  gave  himself 
the  discipline  in  good  earnest — we  saw 
him,  through  our  peep-hole,  lashing  away 
at  such  a  rate,  I  thought  I  should  have  ex- 
pired with  laughing — calling  out,  between 
whiles,  upon  every  saint  in  the  calendar, 
o  3  and 
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and  promising  to  pray  to  them  all  in  tiirii^ 
If  they  would  but  stand  his  friend  in  the 
^present  emergency/' 

"*  You  were  equally  devout  not  long 
since,  I  recollect/'  said  the  Marquis. 

"*  Aye,  I  know  I  acted  like  a  fool — Bel- 
Ihorpe  told  me  so,  and  my  cousin  quizzed 
me  charmingly — but,  hang  me  !  if  I  would 
have  flogged  myself  to  please  any  one. 
However,  I  do  think  this  business  will 
prove  the  death  of  old  Domine;  for  grand- 
father is  very  angry — you  touched  him  up 
nicely,  asBelthorpe  says — you  put  the  old 
gentleman  upon  his  mettle.  The  Padre 
has  ruled  the  roast  long  enough — every 
one  in  their  turn;  I  only  wish  he  was  seat 
after  his  mad  nephew — though  I  dare  say 
we  do  not  know  the  rights  of  that  story 
yet." 

''  You  must  be  the  best  judge;  but  if 
we  do  not  go  down,  we  shall  keep  break- 
fast waiting/' 

^^  True :  how  sorry  I  am  you  are  gpin,g 

to- 
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to-morrow  !  However^  we  shall  meet  again 
in  London;  and  then  I  will  see  a  little  of 
life^  or  I  will  know  the  reason  why/' 

The  Marquis  made  no  doubt  of  his  act- 
ing very  absurdly,  but  did  not  feel  incline^ 
to  tell  him  so;  he  therefore  walked  down 
stairs,  and  Algernon  was  obliged  to  follow 
him.  The  rest  of  the  family  were  in  the 
oriel  parlour.  The  Fathjer  looked  extremely 
melancholy,  and  seemed  very  unwell.  Mr. 
Langhton,  who  was  seriously  angry  with 
him,  and  not  very  well  pleased  with  him- 
self, was  peevish,  and  disinclined  to  talk, 
though  very  polite  to  his  guest,  who  sin^ 
cerely  rejoiced  that  he  was  upon  the  eve 
of  his  departure,  as  he  was  convinced  that 
he  should  not  make  any  farther  discoveries 
respecting  his  protegee;  since  he  was  now 
convinced  that  he  must  have  recourse  to 
the  law,  to  oblige  the  old  sinner  to  reveal 
who  he  really  was,  and  why  he  had  kept 
him  so  close  confined;  and  it  would  re- 
quire both  time  and  reflection  to  deter- 
mine upon  the  proper  mode  of  attacking 
o  4  the 
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the  bid  hypocrite,  as  he  was  resolved  to 
spare  Mr.  Langhton.  Juliano,  who  must 
prefer  his  complaint  to  the  Chancellor,  he 
supposed,  might  presume  the  owner  of 
the  Priory  w^as  ignorant  of  his  being  de- 
tained there-  This  would  be  a  nice  point 
to  manage ;  yet  he  flattered  himself  that 
the  monk  might  be  exposed,  without  any 
blame  attaching  to  his  patron*,  since  he 
would  not  be  the  only  man  who  had  been 
the  dupe  of  a  sanctified  hypocrite. 

Little  passed  during  breakfast,  but  when 
the  servants  were  withdrawn,  Mr.  Langhton 
told  our  hero,  that,  upon  mature  delibera- 
tion, he  had  resolved  not  to  take  any  far- 
ther steps  to  discover  the  retreat  of  the 
unfortunate  fugitive,  since  he  greatly  feared 
it  would  prove  of  no  avail,  and  it  might 
render  public  what  he  acknowledged  he 
earnestly  wished  to  conceal.  In  that  case, 
the  Marquis  replied,  he  would  do  right 
not  to  make  any  farther  stir  in  the  bu- 
siness. 

Lady  William  sighed,  but  did  not  speak, 

and 
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and  the  Padre  groaned  internally.  The 
bell  for  chapel  seemed  to  rouse  them  all ; 
and  our  hero^  wishing  them  a  good  morn- 
ing, sallied  forth,  meaning  to  go  to  the 
parish  church,  as  he  had  done  the  Sunday 
before. 

Dr.  Murray,  who  had  rather  expected 
to  see  him  there,  was  upon  the  look-out 
for  him,  and  having  joined  him  at  his  own 
gate,  ^'alked  with  him  to  the  church,  the 
ladies  bringing  up  the  rear;  and  notwith-^ 
standing  Charlotte  Melbourne  had  pro- 
nounced our  hero  a  mere  Goth,  she  had 
taken  unusual  pains  to  appear  to  advan^ 
tage,  since,  unfashionable  as  she  thought 
him,  she  had  no  objection  to  becoming  a 
marchioness  through  his  means.  He  was, 
besides,  extremely  handsome,  and  appeared 
very  good-tempered,  and  she  might  in 
time  model  him  to  her  mind. 

Miss  Murray,  who  had  seen  much  to  ad- 
mire, and  nothing  to  condemn,  in  his  man- 
ners and  appearance,  the  preceding  Sun- 
day, was  still  more  prepossessed  in  his 
o  5  favour 
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favour  now,  owing  to  the  unaffected  dia- 
rity  he  had  displayed  towards  one  of  her 
father's  pensioners;  though  she  did  not, 
like  her  cousin^  presume  to  hope  she  should 
ever  bear  his  name. 

The  Doctor  had  laid  out  the  ten  pounds 
our  hero  had  given  him,  in  necessaries  for 
the  poor  labourer's  family,  telling  them 
to  whom  they  were  so  greatly  obliged; 
and  they  were  all  assembled  in  the  church- 
yard, to  bow  and  curtsey  to  their  youth* 
ful  benefactor,  which  they  did  with  great 
liumility,  and  apparent  heartfelt  gratitude, 
as  he  passed  them;  and  he  completely  won 
ihe  warm  hearts  of  every  surrounding  vii- 
3ager,  by  Mndly  telling  the  poor  woman 
be  was  glad  to  see  her  look  so  much  bet- 
ter, and  by  noticing  the  curly-pated  ur- 
chin >vho  hod  induced  him  to  visit  the 
cottage ;  resolving  to  pay  them  anothef 
'Visit  before  he  left  Lancashire,  and  to  do 
something  for  the  child  who  had  first  at- 
tracted his  notice. 

Having   followed   ihe  Jctdies  into   the 

iRector'5 
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"Rector's  pew,  he  again  heard  an  excellent 
sermon,  and  returned  to  the  Priory,  more 
prepossessed,  than  ever  in  favour  of  the 
good  Doctor;  of  whom,  as  well  as  of  the 
Jadies,  he  took  a  very  polite  leave,  inform- 
ing them  that  he  should  remove  to  High- 
wood  the  next  day;  but  assured  them  that 
he  should  not  leave  Lancashire  without  first 
calling  at  the  Rectory. 

The  Doctor  was  extremely  flattered  to 
find  himself  thus  kindly  noticed  by  a  man 
so  very  much  his  superior,  and  who  could 
be  only  actuated  by  his  regard  for  him,  in 
thus  seeking  his  acquaintance;  as  he  was 
well  aware  that  he  was  not  likely  to  in- 
crease his  niece's  vanity,  by  declaring  him- 
self her  admirer;  as  he  perceived,  having' 
|)urposely  v;atched  his  countenance,  that 
iier  Jaboured  toilette  had  been  totally 
thrown  away  upon  him,  since  he  had 
chiefly  directed  his  discaurse  and  atten- 
tion to  his  wife  and  daughter. 

The  French  ladies,  as  usual,  dined  at  the 

Tiiory,  and  appeared  to  participate  in  the 

o  ^  feelings 
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feelings  of  Mr.  Langhton  and  the  Padre, 
particularly  Madame,  whom  our  hero  per- 
ceived was  by  no  means  at  her  ease. — 
^'  Can  she  be  concerned  in  the  mystery 
which  hangs  over  my  poor  protegee  ?'* 
thought  he.  Then  again  he  reflected  that 
Belthorpe,  not  the  Father,  was  her  confes- 
sor, and  he  was  certainly  not  in  the  monk^s 
secrets;  therefore,  he  presumed  she  was 
merely  acting  a  studied  part;  and  he  gave 
lier  credit  for  being  an  excellent  actress, 
since  not  a  door  opened,  without  her  ap- 
pearing to  participate  in  the  Padre's  visible 
uneasiness. 

The  day,  therefore,  went  off  very  hea- 
vily. Lady  William  and  her  children  did 
not  go  to  vespers  in  the  evening,  as  it  was 
the  last  our  hero  was  to  spend  at  the 
Priory;  and  Mr.  Langhton  was  more  anxi- 
ous than  ever  to  conciliate  his  regard,  as 
to  him  alone  he  looked  up  for  protection, 
in  case  he  should  be  obliged  to  appear  be- 
fore any  magistrate,  in  consequence  of  Ju- 
lian© ftaving  made  his  escape. 

"  Well  ! 
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'^  Well  !  I  am  sure/*  said  Algernon, 
when  his  grandfather,  and  the  Padre  had 
left  the  room,  ''  Father  Benedetto  has  fried 
in  his  skin  most  gloriously  to-day  :  even 
^while  saying  mass,  he  started  several  times,, 
fancying,  I  dare  say,  that  he  heard  a  thun- 
dering rap  at  the  portal,  and  that  his  ne- 
phew was  brought  back;  and  when  you 
rang  the  hoiise-bell,  brother,^  he  seemed 
almost  at  his  last  gasp;  nay,  he  has  infected 
Madame  with  his  fears,  for  she  has  been 
upon  the  fidget  all  day.  Well,  surely  we 
shall  find  out  at  last  what  is  become  of  the 
poor  lunatic/' 

*^  Most  probably,'*  resumed  the  Marquis, 
of  whom  Lady  William  inquired  whether 
any  thing  respecting  the  poor  youth  ap- 
peared to  have  transpired  in  the  village? 

''  No  one  seemed  to  be  at  all  aware  of 
the  circumstance,"  he  replied  :  "  his  ser- 
vants would  certainly  have  heard  them, 
had  any  reports  been  in  circulation,  or  had 
any  stranger  been  seen  in  the  vicinity. 
But  as   this  is  a   business  which   merely 

concerns 
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concerns  the  Padre/'  he  went  on,  *'  and  as 
Le  alone  will  be  implicated,  should  any- 
thing unpleasant  occur,  let  me  request 
■your  Ladyship  ^'ill  endeavour  to  banish 
the  circumstance  from  your  mind,  since  I 
■would  almost  venture  to  assert  the  fugi- 
tive has  not  come  to  any  untimely  end — 
that  must  have  transpired  ere  this;  there- 
fore I  feel  inclined  to  rejoice  at  his  having 
secured  his  emancipation." 

'''  So  should  I,  believe  me.  Marquis,  ivere 
I  convinced  he  was  safe,  and  not  likely  to 
perish  with  cold  or  hunger." 

^^  I  am  inclined  to  hope  he  is  in  no 
danger  of  doing  either,*'  rejoined  our 
hero,  ''  as  I  suspect  he  planned  and  ma- 
naged his  escape  during  a  lucid  interval, 
in  which  case  he  may  have  provided  against 
every  evil;  so  many  hours  have  now  elapsed, 
since  his  departure,  that  I  think  he  did  not 
set  off  wholly  unprepared  to  brave  the 
dangers  he  must  apprehend  he  might  en- 
counter.'* 

*'  God  4send  you  may  proT«  a  true  pro- 
phet. 
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phet.  Marquis  !  at  all  events^  you  have 
raised  my  spirits,  and  I  will  endeavour,  as 
you  advise,  to  think  no  more  of  this  dis- 
tressing affair/* 

Algernon  thought  no  one  l3Ut  the  friar 
need  to  fret  about  the  matter,  since  he 
:alone  would  have  to  answer  for  his  death, 
if  any  misfortune  had  befallen  him. 

"  Then  let  us  change  the  subject,'"  said 
the  Marquis^  reverting  to  the  following 
day;  and  before  supper,  he  succeeded  in 
rendering  Ladv  William  extremely  cheer- 
ful; and  as  Mr.  Langhton's  fears  subsided, 
he  became  less  gloomy  and  abstracted, 
and  met  the  family  at  breakfast  the  next 
mornings  in  very  tolerable  spirits. 

The  Marquis  proposed  the  ladies  should 
accompany  him  in  his  post-chaise,  to 
■which  they  very  readily  assented. 

*'  Then  Belthorpe  and  I  had  better  i?et 
out  first,"  said  Algernon,  "  else  we  shall  be 
too  late  for  dinner — for  our  coach  was  not 
l)ought  yesterday,  and  our  old  hor^e.i 
never  ^o  out  of  a  jo^-trot." 

5  .  ^k. 
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Mr.  Langhton  did  not  approve  of  these 
impertinent  remarks,  and  the  friar  called 
the  young  man  to  order^  in  no  very  dulcet 
tone;  while  the  master  of  the  house  hoped 
the  Marquis  would  frequently  look  in  upon 
them,  while  he  remained  in  Lancashire, 
adding — ''  Should  you,  during  your  resi- 
dence at  Highwood/  hear  any  thing  res- 
pecting the  unfortunate  fugitive,  may  I 
request  that  you  will  take  proper  mea- 
sures to  have  him  secured  and  placed  in 
proper  hands  ?  and  should  we  obtain  any 
intelligence  respecting  him,  will  you  al- 
low me  to  trouble  you  to  become  my 
agent  upon  the  occasion  ?  You  will  know 
how  to  act  infinitely  better  than  I  shall; 
and  I  care  not  what  money  it  costs  me,  so 
long  as  1  am  but  spared  the  shame  of 
coming  forward  to  defend  my  own  con- 
duct.^^ 

"  You  never  shall  be  reduced  to  so  dis- 
agreeable a  necessity,  if  you  will  allow  me 
carte  blanche.  Sir.  The  Father  Vv^ill,  doubt- 
less^ whenever  called  upon,  not  refuse  to 
.  :  answer. 
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nffswer^  upon  oath,  any  questions  respect- 
ing his  nephew,  which  a  magistrate  may 
think  proper  to  ask.  The  servant  who 
brought  him  over  may  easily  be  forth- 
coming; if  not,  there  are  many  Italians  in 
England,  from  Florence  and  Sienna,  who 
must  have  heard  of  the  Corsini  family,  and 
probably  that  their  son  laboured  under 
a  mental  derangement :  that  fact  once  as- 
certained beyond  a  doubt,  will  fully  ex- 
onerate the  Padre  from  any  charges  which 
his  nephew  may,  during  his  lucid  intervals, 
bring  against  him.'* 

The  monk  was  visibly  uneasy  during  our 
heroes  speech;  but  he  was  too  cautious  to 
drop  a  hint  likely  to  lead  to  the  elucida- 
tion of  the  mystery  the  Marquis  wished  to 
fathom,  as  he  contented  himself  with  as- 
senting, in  general  terms,  to  every  thing 
he  advanced;  and  Mr.  Langhton  was  pro- 
fuse in  his  thanks  to  his  Lord-Jiip,  assuring 
him  that  he  would  sanction  and  confirm 
any  thing  he  might  either  say  or  do,  res- 
pecting 
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pecting  the  unpleasant  business  in  ques- 
tion. 

He  then  reverted  to  Algernon's  pro- 
posed journey  to  Lon-don,  hoping  that  the 
Marquis  would  be  so  obliging  as  to  coun- 
tenance him  "when  there,  though  he  did 
not  wish  him  to  mix  much  in  the  high 
world,  but  merely  to  visit  among  his  re- 
lations; and  if  it  was  absolutely  needful, 
wby  he  should  not  object  to  his  being 
presented  at  courts  though  he  feared  he 
would  not  appear  to  much  advantage  there. 

The  Pather  thought  the  Earl  and  Mar- 
quis would  be  the  best  judges  of  what  he 
ought,  or  ought  not  to  do^  since  he  (Mr. 
Langhton)  had  lived  too  long  out  of  the 
world  to  give  his  advice  upon  the  ocea- 
sion.  The  old  gentleman  felt  the  monk's 
implied  sarcasm,  and  it  by  no  means  helped 
to  conciliate  matters  between  them. 

At  last,  however,  the  party  set  out  for 
Higbwood,  leaving  Mr.  Langhton  and  his 
caufessor  tite-d-iUei  though  never  less  dis- 
posed 
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p€>sed  to  enjoy  each  other's  company. 
Donald  follo^v*ed  his  lord  on  horseback. 
Laving  received  the  thanks  and  blessings 
of  all  the  househcM,  in  return  For  the  li- 
l)eral  donation  he  had  made  them^  by  hh 
master's  ordei-s. 

After  a  Tery  pleasant  ride,  the  Marquis^ 
Lady  William,  and  her  daughter,  drove 
into  the  court-yard,  in  front  of  Lady  Wi- 
nifred's mansion  ;  Algernon  and  Belthorpe 
following  in  the  Langhton  rumble,  as  the 
former  styled  the  family  coach. 

The  servant  in  waiting  led  the  way  into 
the  grand  saloon,  where  Lady  Winifred 
gave  her  guests  the  meeting;  and  having 
welcomed  Lady  William  and  her  daughter 
to  Highwood  in  very  flattering  terms^  she 
turned  to  our  hero,  congratulating  herself 
vupon  now  having  him  for  an  inmate;  and 
finally  iiddressed  Algernon  and  his  tutor  in 
very  appropriate  terms.  She  next  intro- 
duced her  ward  to  the  whole  party ;  yet, 
though  the  young  lady  was  adorned  for 
conquest,  our  hero,  like  his  grandfather, 

saw 
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saw  very  little  to  admire  in  her^  as  her 
staring,  or/ as  Lady  Winifred  would  have 
said,  piercing  black  eyes,  rendered  her  sal- 
low complexion  and-  high  cheek-bones 
more  apparent ;  nor  were  her  stiff  jetty 
locks  any  embellishment  to  her  counte- 
nance; and  her  figure  was  certainly  not 
cast  in  the  mould  of  the  Graces,  as  she  was 
short,  rather  stout,  and  very  high-shoul- 
dered. He  was,  however,  extremely  po- 
lite to  the  young  lady,  as  was  Lady  Wil- 
liam and  her  daughter;  and  Algernon 
endeavoured  to  follow  their  lead,  though 
he  was  extremely  deficient  in  many  of  the 
common  forms  of  good  breeding,  and 
wanted  a  great  deal  of  polishing,  to  render 
him  lit  to  appear  in  the  first  circles. 

Not  so  his  sister,  who  had  lived  equally 
retired,  as  well  as  her  mother,  but  they 
both  looked  the  gentlewomen  ;  and  the 
former  always  dressed  very  fashionably, 
though  very  simply;  her  Ladyship  having 
long  employed  one  of  the  first  dress- 
makers in  Manchester^  as  she  was  resolved 

that 
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that  her  daughter  should  never  appear  sin-, 
gular,  nor  in  the  fashionable  costume  of 
her  younger  days,  to  ^vhich  Lady  Winifred 
still  strictly  adhered. 

Little  of  moment  passed  till  dinner  was 
announced,  which  rejoieed  Algernon,  who 
did  not  approve  of  such  late  hours,  though 
her  Ladyship  never  dined  later  than  four; 
but  he  had  not  taken  a  luncheon,  therefore 
he  was  extremely  hungry;  and  as  every  de- 
licacy in  season  smoked  upon  the  board, 
he  made  himself  ample  amends  for  having 
waited  so  much  beyond  his  usual  time, 
quaffing  down  repeated  draughts  of  ale, 
which  he  affirmed  was  excellent,  and  ap- 
pearing to  consider  himself  perfectly  at 
home. 

Lady  Winifred  was  surprised  to  see  an- 
Albany  such  a  glutton,  consoling  herself 
with  the  reflection  that  he  took  more  after 
the  Langhtons;  still,  he  by  no  means  re- 
sembled his  mother,  much  less  his  sister;; 
indeed,  she  felt  angry  at  such  an  Orson's 
being  able  to  claim  a  relationship  to  them, 

and 
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and  the  Marquis  of  Endermay,  whom  she 
thought — 

**  Was  cemptete  m  featwc  and  in  mind, 
"Witto  all'  good!  gyafift  to:  g^ajce.  a^  gentleman ;'" 

and  to  whom  she  paid  the  utmost  atteh- 
tion>  as*  well  asi  to  Lady  William  and  the 
lovely  Rosalie,  whom  she  perforce  ac- 
knowledged w^as  infinitely  handsomer  than, 
her  ward;  but  still  she  hoped  that  Miss 
Albany's  superior  fortune  would  at  least 
purchase  her  a  titled  husband,  as  she  could 
not  flatter  herself  that  she  would  ever 
shine  as  Marchioness  of  Endermay,  his 
Lordship  having  certainly  not  appeared 
very  much  struck  wi;th  her  charms. 

Belthorpe,  who  was  to  the  full  as  fond 
of  good  eating  and  drinking  as  his  pu- 
pil, had,  however^  the  sense  not  to  give 
"Way  to  bis  appetite  upon  this  occasion; 
and  he  certainly  endeavoured  to  keep 
Algernon  within  bounds.^  hut  he  was  deaf 
fo  all  his  hints^  ^nd  regardless  of  his 
looks;  and  after  the  ladies  had  retired^,  he 

"would 
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would  have  noade  as  free  with  the  bottia 
as  he  had  done  at  Preston,  if  the  Marquis 
had  not  reminded  him  of  having  done  so, 
hinting,  that  it  would  be  necessary  he 
should  be  sober  when  he  joined  the  party 
in  the  saloon^  which  the  Marquis  soon  pro- 
posed doing. 

Lady  Winifred,  wishing  to  shew  off  her 
ward^  desired  her  to  sit  down  to  the  piano ; 
and  as  she  was  a  very  tolerable  performer, 
she  met  with  her  full  share  of  applause ; 
•wjien  the  Marquis,  no  less  anxious  to  ex- 
hibit the  accomplishments  of  his  sister, 
requested  her  to  favour  them  with  a  song; 
and  though  certainly  not  a  scientific  singer, 
she  had  so  fine  a  voice,  and  so  good  aa 
car,  that  she  delighted  all  her  auditors,  who 
were  astonished  when  they  learnt  that  her 
mother  had  been  her  principal  instructress, 
assisted  by  Belthorpe,  v/ho  readily  gave 
them  a  specimen  of  his  skill,  and  he  was 
certainly  no  despicable  musician. 

The  afternoon,  therefore,  passed  off  very 
pleasantly;  and  after  tea.  Lady  Winifred 

reverted 
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reverted  to  her  intended  London  journey, 
saying,  she  proposed  leaving  home  in 
March,  and  returning  home  early  in  May, 
if  the  weather  set  in  warm,  else  she  might 
remain  in  town  till  after  the  birth-day. 
Algernon,  who  knew  his  movements  would 
be  regulated  by  her's,  wished  she  had  re- 
solved to  set  off  in  January,  as  Lord  Dun- 
luce  had  wondered  how  anybody  could 
vegetate  in  the  country  after  the  winter 
birth-day;  it  was  very  proper  to  leave 
town  for  a  fortnight  at  Easter,  he  agreed. 

''  Because  it  is  the  fashion,"  replied  the 
Earl,  '^  and  you  w^ould  like  to  regulate 
your  movements  by  that  standard,  and  to 
divide  your  time  between  London,  Brigh- 
ton, and  Weymouth." 

"  Oh,  I  would  always  spend  November 
and  December  at  Woodville,  Sir." 

*'  You  are  resolved  to  convince  the  com- 
pany you  are  the  slave  of  fashion,  by  which 
no  sensible  man  would  ever  regulate  his 
conduct — I  appeal  to  you.  Marquis." 

"  I  am  too  partial  to  the  country  at  all 

seasons. 
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seasons^  my  dear  uncle,  to  be  able  to  argue 
the  point  with  my  cousin :  possibly,  a  win- 
ter spent  in  London/and  in  the  fashionable 
world,  may  render  me  less  of  a  Goth  than 
I  am  at  present;  but  I  am  fearful  I  shall' 
never  enter  into  the  true  spirit  of  any 
fashionable  water-drinking  place,  as  I  am 
not  fond'of  dancing  in  warm  weather;  and 
as  I  never  play  at  any  game,  except  for 
amusement,  I  am  fearful  my  time  would 
hang  very  heavy. upon  my  hands,  except  I 
went  with  a  very  agreeable  party,  and  the 
adjacent  rides  and  walks  v;ere  extremely 
pleasant." 

"  You  will  be  of  a  very  different  opi- 
nion this  time  twelvemonth.  Marquis,** 
cried  Lord  Dunluce.  "  A  winter  spent  in 
town,  and  a  summer  at  Brighton,  will  make 
you  a  convert  to  my  way  of  thinking;  you 
will  never  again  cross  the  Tweed  before 
the  beginning  of  November." 

The  Marquis  shook  his  head,  in  token  of 
doubt;  and  Algernon  only  wished  he  was 
as  much  his  own  master;  fancying  that  he 
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should  evince  mere  spirit,  and  cut  a  greater 
dash  than  his  brother  seemed  inclined  to 
do:  at  all  events,  he  was  well  convinced 
that  he  should  prefer  residing  in  London 
to  living  at  Montrose  Castle,  which  he  fan- 
cied must,  like  the  Priory,  be  a  very  dull 
place. 

At  nine  o'clock,  Mr.  Langhton's  coach 
came  for  his  daughter  and  grandchildren. 
Lady  Winifred  hoped  she  should  often  see 
the  ladies  during  the  winter,  promising  to 
yisit  them  at  the  Priory  very  frequently,  as 
sh^  was  resolved  they  should  henceforth  be 
very  good  neighbours.  She  did  not  ex- 
tend her  invitation  to  Algernon;  but  he 
presumed  he  was  included  in  it:  and  when 
he  got  home,  he  declared  that  the  Priory 
seemed  like  a  dungeon,  when  compared  to 
Highwood;  telling  Belthorpe,  when  they 
were  alone,  that  ^when  once  he  was  his 
own  master,  he  would  fqllow  the  maxims 
of  his  cousin,  who  seemed  a  lad  of  spirit, 
and  not  bury  himself  in  the  country,  as  his 
brother  had  hitherto  done. 

^^  Faith! 
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''Faith!  you  would  not  call  it  being 
buried,  Mr.  Albany^,  were  you  to  reside  at 
Montrose  Castle;  and  I  have  heard  you  say, 
that  a  cottage  and  the  girl  you  loved,  was 
preferable  to  a  palace  with  a  v;oman  vou 
did  not :  has  the  great  heiress  induced  you 
to  change  your  opinioin,  for  you  cannot 
like  her  ?*' 

''  Not  I,  truly;  though,  positively,  B. 
the  Father  has  hinted  to  me,  'more  than 
once,  that  it  would  be  a  very  meritorious 
action, were  I  to  marry  her,  on  purpose 
to  render  her  a  convert  to  the  true  faith; 
and  her  money,  you  know,  would  enable 
me  to  live  in  style." 

**  True ;  but  I  would  advise  you  to  stick 
to  Pauline,  as  Lady  Winifred  will  never 
consent  to  your  marrying  her  ward,  and 
she  will  never  listen  to  any  but  a  titled 
suitor:  why,  she  absolutely  looked  down 
upon  you — all  her  smiles  were  reserved 
for  your  brother  and  cousin  ;  they  are 
peers,  and  you  never  will  be  one.  Where- 
as^ Pauline  has  beauty,  wit,  and  family,  to 
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recommend  her;  and  I  think  it  very  pro- 
bable she  may  recover  part  of  her  proper- 
ty ;  if  nor^  you  will  have  enough  for  both." 
Algernon  agreed  to  the  truth  of  this ; 
and  as  his  Jew  cousin  had  certainly  scarcely 
noticed  him,  and  as  he  really  loved  Pau- 
line, he  swore  the  Padre  was  an  old  fool, 
and  that  he  might  bring  about  a  match 
between  his  mad  nephew  and  the  heiress, 
for  what  he  cared,  for  he  would  stick  to 
his  first  flame,  whose  health  he  drank  in  a 
bumper,  and  then  retired  to  dream  of  love 
and  a  cottage. 


END    OF    VOL.    II. 


Lane,  Darling,  and  Co.  Lcadcnhall  Street. 


